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Tutu: A Mix of Reactions 


The inside front cover of the Summer 1987 
OAM quotes Archbishop Tutu: “. . . | would say 
to [President Reagan], ‘Do what you are doing 
in Nicaragua’...” This remark, perhaps be- 
cause quoted out of context, seems to me to be 
wrong and grievously ill-considered. I love and 
respect Mr. Tutu, but such advice needs to be 
challenged. For two reasons, I hope very 
much that he was misquoted. 

First, he appears to call for a military “solu- 
tion” aided by outside powers. This is certainly 
in our tradition of 1776, but experience shows 
that the odds for a just peace obtained by mili- 
tary action are miniscule and lessened as out- 
side influence increases. 

Second, if the United States should intervene 
actively, as in Nicaragua, it might very likely 
be for a wrong side and a wrong reason: to 
hinder the development of a strong, indepen- 
dent (and nuclear-proficient) South Africa. In 
Latin America, United States intervention has 
had the unfortunate result of establishing eco- 
nomic and political dominance of military 
elites mostly beholden, restively, to the United 
States but hardly democracies. 

I don't claim that mine is an expert opinion, 
but this is how things look to a chemist after 
about 60 years of observing from the sidelines. 
Do they look different to you with professional 
instruction in history and political science from 
Professors Artz and Jaszi and their peers or to 
you who have on-the-spot experience? 

Wilfred H. Ward 37 
Orinda, California 


Bishop Tutu was not misquoted. Mr. Ward is a 
retired senior research chemist for the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.—Ed. 


I found it quite distressing that a cartoon char- 
acter was chosen for the cover of the summer 
issue of the Oberlin Alumni Magazine instead 
of Bishop Desmond Tutu, this year’s com- 
mencement speaker. 

Although Thor may be a crime-fighter and a 
deity in the mythical world, Mr. Tutu is a hero 
of human rights and dignity in the very real 
world. Mr. Tutu is a Nobel Peace Prize winner, 
where the cartoon character Thor is not. Mr. 
Tutu is the inspiration for millions world 
wide—white, black, yellow, red, bbown—who 
desire passionately for a peaceful disassemble- 
ment of the apartheid regime of South Africa. 
Needless to say, he is the source of inspiration 
to every black man, woman, and child in 
South Africa, whose God-given rights to une- 
quivocally equal status, in absolutely every as- 
pect of life, are being withheld from them by a 
tragically misguided government. 

No matter how noble a task President Starr’s 
research plan may be, no matter how gratify- 
ing it is to find mention of Oberlin in literature 
and cartoon, that project pales in its triviality, 


its unimportance when compared to the awe- 
some accomplishments of Desmond Tutu. Per- 
haps the next champion of world visions of hu- 
man rights and dignity who speaks at Oberlin 
will make it to the cover of the Oberlin Alumni 
Magazine. 
David Dunn °83 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 


Mr. Dunn is a disk jockey for radio station 
KTRC.—Ed. 


It is by reading letters such as that of S.G. Gallo 
40 (“South Africa: More Thoughts,” Summer 
1987 OAM) that I come to wonder how it is 
that Oberlin acquired its liberal reputation. Mr. 
Gallo’s stock rejection of reason by virtue of its 
incidental leftist twist would be alarming if one 
didn’t consider that, as supported by the edi- 
tor’s note, Mr. Gallo is by necessity only able to 
see as far as the next drop in the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average. 

The myopia exemplified by Mr. Gallo’s char- 
acterization of moral concern as “dispropor- 
tionate noise” is matched only by the paranoia 
inherent in the notion that all opposition to su- 
premacist rule is an alignment with “the Krem- 
lin.” The fact that he would rather see a contin- 
uation of the present order than a “turning 
over” of South Africa to the African National 
Congress clearly illustrates the ideology about 
which he professes not to moralize. 

It is true that Mr. Gallo’s viewpoint would be 
very different were he ever on the other side 
of a hegemonic order, as is Mr. Tutu, whom Mr. 
Gallo so casually dismisses as “unrepresenta- 
tive.” The fact is that there is no delegation 
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opposed to sanctions that represents “more 
blacks than Mr. Tutu et al.” But Mr. Gallo will 
continue to hold his uninformed beliefs as long 
as he continues to be, in his own words, op- 
posed to “human rights and self-determination 
of nations.” 

Fortunately, Mr. Gallo seems to recognize 
the illegitimacy of his perspective, in that he 
needs to command attention not by reason- 
able argument but by, in his first line, threaten- 
ing to “cut off contributions.” And he says he 
doesn’t believe in sanctions. 

David M. Austin ’86 
Sportswriter, The Oregonian 
Portland, Oregon 


I agree completely with the thoughts so well 
expressed in the letter of S.G. Gallo ’40 in re 
South Africa, the ANC, and Desmond Tutu! | 
suspect that there are many in the “silent ma- 
jority” of Oberlin graduates who agree with us! 
Charles L. Hoffman ’45, M.D. 

Greenbrae, California 


Sixtieth College Reunion 


Shock, delight, and dismay 

disturb us as we, a remnant 
of our College Class to-day, 

meet to celebrate. 


Over the last ten years, 

flesh has swollen or shrunk, 
revealing the toll of tears 

in wrinkles and weakened limbs. 
I puff up every stair, 

but my mind, I’m sure, is sharp! 
“Has anyone seen anywhere 
my meal and theatre tickets?” 

I do not stay to view 

the Commencement procession, 
a disappointment, I rue, 

for some rebels refuse to wear 
caps and gowns: for me 

jeans have no dignity, 

but sneer at any degree 

of the Learning and Labor key. 


Margaret Secrist '27 
Andover, Ohio 


Ms. Secrist is a retired teacher in the Detroit 
Public Schools.—Ed. 


Walking around the Arch 


At the continental breakfast served to the re- 
union classes on the morning of commence- 
ment, I got into a conversation with a current 
student. After complimenting the late ‘60s 
classes on their activism and current attitudes, 
which surprised her, she went on to describe 
what would happen at commencement that 
morning, some usual and some new forms of 
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protest that seem to characterize Oberlin com- 
mencements. One action that was new to me, 
however, was walking around rather than 
through the Memorial Arch. 

Our conversation was short, but the reasons 
she gave for walking around the arch were to 
protest the fact that Chinese Christians killed in 
the Boxer Rebellion are not commemorated at 
the arch along with the Oberlin-graduated mis- 
sionaries who were killed, and to protest the 
very idea that American missionaries killed in 
a foreign land could be considered martyrs. 

I think they can. At a commencement 
whose speaker was Desmond Tutu, who was 
educated in British mission schools in South 
Africa, and who makes a clear connection be- 
tween Christianity and liberation, it seems 
ironic that the efforts of missionaries should be 
discounted as wholly imperialistic. 

Tutu’s view of missionaries recognizes their 
frequent role as the precursors of political or 
economic control. He likes to tell a parable of 
the history of South Africa: “When the Europe- 
ans came to South Africa, they had the Bible 
and we had the land. Then they said, ‘Let us 
pray. We closed our eyes. When we opened 
them, we had the Bible and they had the land.” 

Yet he also sees and uses the church as a 
vehicle for resistance to oppression. He was 
heavily influenced by British missionaries and 
teachers—Father Trevor Huddleston, for 
one—and he seems able to distinguish individ- 
ual motives. 

What were the Oberlin missionaries doing in 
China? Were they the willing tools of Ameri- 
can capitalism, the unwitting tools, or some- 
thing else all together? Is it possible they were 
operating on purely religious impulses? Are re- 
ligious impulses necessarily suspect? Religious 
impulses played no small part in the founding 
of Oberlin, the admission of the first black stu- 
dents, and the civil rights tradition in the early 
1960s. Oberlin daughters and sons of mission- 
aries have made valuable contributions to in- 
ternational understanding. The arch has been 
the site for vigils and protests in Oberlin’s his- 
tory because it is a symbol of involvement in 
the world. 

I do not know the historical circumstances of 
the “martyrdom” well enough to judge, but I 
hate to see the arch avoided. Perhaps some 
historical scholarship could help determine 
whether we should reject the arch or reclaim it 
as a symbol of going out to the world with an 
Oberlin education. 

Judith McBride Bentley ’67 
Bellevue, Washington 


Ms. Bentley is an instructor at South Seattle 
Community College and a free-lance writer.— 
Ed. 


Cheyenne: Capitol of Wyoming 
| am baffled with the sentence under my letter 
in the summer issue. It refers to the fact that | 
am a retired teacher from Cheyenne, Wyo- 
ming, public schools. But it says Cheyenne, 
South Dakota. There is no Cheyenne, South 
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Dakota. Cheyenne is the wonderful capitol of 
Wyoming—home of the most famous rodeo of 
the U.S.A. I’ve always thought every person in 
our country knows about Cheyenne but evi- 
dently not. 

As for my teaching career, I taught at Dakota 
Wesleyan University at Mitchell, South Da- 
kota, 1925-28; at Central High of Sioux City, 
lowa, 1928-1946; and at Central High of Chey- 
enne, Wyoming, 1946-1969. All my 44 years 
were spent teaching Spanish. 

The four years I was at Oberlin I was con- 
stantly amazed at what people from the East 
did not know about the West, and the situation 
hasn't changed. My sophomore year a friend 
from Baltimore said to me, “LaVerne, you’re 
the first real cow-girl I’ve ever known.” Figure 
that out—I’ve never been able to. 

LaVerne Hoff ’25 
White Lake, South Dakota 


Class of 1940 Reunion 


When the organizing committee for the (gulp) 
50th reunion of the Class of 1940 met this 
June, we were reminded of an ad in our 1940 
Hi-O-Hi for the Oberlin Savings Bank that 
started with the words, “Fifty years is quite a 
stretch.” Enough said. 

As we start to make plans, a major regret is 
that we have lost touch with a number of our 
classmates, many of whom might want to join 
us. Any help—addresses and/or telephone 
numbers—supplied by our fellow alumni and 
friends will be much appreciated. 

The “missing” classmates are: Frank E. 
Barnhart, George Norris Bollenback, Leonora 
Hull Brown, Elizabeth Collins Carroll, George 
P. Dominick, Jack (Klein) Ewing, Clara Kaplan 
Goldman, Janice Rudd Greenwood, Alice 


(Continued on page 48) 


Save $1000 


Saving S1OOO is not an easy task. But next summer all finan- 
cial-aid students will be required to save $S1OOO toward their 
1988-89 tuition. These students need your help to locate a 


summer job. 


With tuition, books, and room and board costing over $15,000 
next year, a summer job is critical. Without a summer job, some 
students may not be able to return to Oberlin. 


Please help a student return to Oberlin. Send us information 
about summer opportunities in your organization or commu- 
nity. Complete and return the coupon below. 


[_] YES, I can provide contacts and information about summer 
job opportunities in my organization or community. 


L| YES, I will send notices of summer job openings to the Office 
of Career Development & Placement. 


Name 
Class 
Parent of OC student? 
Position title 
Organization address 
Work telephone 
Home address 


Home telephone 


MAIL TO: Office of Career Development & Placement 
Peters Hall 108, Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH 44074 


Thank you for helping Oberlin students. 
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milled about the whole square. 

Superimposed on everything was band 
music played from the new bandstand. 
From 9:45 in the morning through late 
afternoon, nine musical groups—from the 
College, the town, Cleveland, and New 
Orleans—performed from the first perma- 
nent structure built on the square since 
before 1927. Under striped canopies 
perched nearby, vendors sold, among 
other goodies, barbecued ribs, apple ci- 
der, frozen yogurt, commemorative T- 
shirts, wooden model kits of the band- 
stand, and a new book edited by Oberlin’s 
President S. Frederick Starr, The Oberlin 
Book of Bandstands (see “Books” in this 
issue). Parked diagonally on Professor 
Street (the western border of Tappan 
Square) automobiles of pre-World War Il 
vintage added to the old-time atmosphere 
of the day. 


Benefactor and Architect: Alumni 
The Clark Bandstand, dedicated that 
morning, was named for its benefactor, 
Arthur “Kenny” Clark '48. Recipient of 
the College’s Community Service Award 
this past Commencement, Clark paid for 
construction of the bandstand by giving 
the College real esfate whose value 
matches the cost of the bandstand project, 
about $250,000. And his construction 
company, Clark Brothers Inc., built the 
structure. 

“I enjoy things that are different and 
challenging,” Clark says in explaining his 
interest in the bandstand. “The bandstand 
design is creative and innovative, but to- 
tally practical and functional. The band- 
stand will be a stimulus for the commu- 
nity—it will be good for everyone.” 

The bandstand was designed by Cana- 
dian architect Julian Smith ’69, whose en- 
try won the Great Bandstand Design 
Competition in 1985 over 147 other en- 
tries mailed from 37 states and three for- 
eign countries (see OAM Summer 1985). 
Judging was a two-day process, and 
Smith’s entry was the unanimous choice 
of the jurors in the blind competition (be- 
fore they were judged, competition en- 
tries were coded to prevent jurors’ know- 
ing the submitters’ names or affiliations). 
At the time of his winning, Smith was 
chief architect for Canada’s National His- 
toric Parks and Sites program; he now 
maintains an architectural practice in Ot- 
tawa, Ontario. 

“The challenge in designing a band- 
stand for Oberlin,” Smith wrote in the 
Oberlin Book of Bandstands, “was to 
match the traditional elements of Victo- 


Linda K. Grashoff is editor of the 
Oberlin Alumni Magazine. 
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On the site of Oberlin’s first log cabin, built by Peter Pindar Pease in 1835, this octagonal band- 
stand stood from 1879 to 1907, when it burned. Just east was the Historic Elm, the only tree saved 
from the original clearing of Tappan Square in the 1830s. Handicapped by waterproof pavement 
covering 60 percent of its normal root range area, the elm eventually succumbed to Dutch Elm 


disease and was removed in 1965. 


rian musical enterprise with the tendency 
of the Oberlin community to disregard 
traditional customs and prejudices. The 
decision to re-create a bandstand on 
Tappan Square had to be interpreted 
not as an exercise in nostalgia but as an 
attempt to explore how a long-over- 
looked medium might be used to open 
new channels for community expression 
and interaction.” 


Appearance Debated 

And open those channels it did. Even be- 
fore construction began, the look of the 
bandstand was a sizzling topic for Oberlin 
community conversation. No simple nos- 
talgic gingerbread resurrection, the de- 
sign refuses to fall into a single category at 
all, except that of “original.” Smith says 
that the design was inspired in part by the 
Indian festival carts with which he be- 
came familiar during his two-year stay as 
a Shansi representative in southern India. 
While the structure’s particular unique- 
ness pleases many, not everyone was im- 
mediately won over by it. 

Jurors hailed its skillful blending of 
Asian design and 19th century Victoriana, 
and one juror, Theodore Liebman, 
thought the design a perfect fit for 
Oberlin. Concluding his chapter in The 


Oberlin Book of Bandstands, he wrote 
that Smith’s design “probably could fit 
only in Oberlin, with its tradition of 
independent thought and its strong ties 
to Asia.... A glimpse of [the bandstand] 
through the trees from different points 
on Tappan Square elicits delight and 
wonder: it will evoke endless discus- 
sion and provide infinite pleasure as it 
becomes part of the fabric of the 
community.” 


Journalists have spoken favorably of 
the design. Writing in the September 16 
Chronicle of Higher Education Lawrence 
Biemiller said, “In both scale and inven- 
tiveness, the wheels call to mind the mar- 
ble boat built at the Summer Palace near 
Beijing by the Empress Dowager at the 
turn of the century. The arrangement of 
posts and beams that supports the band- 
stand’s roof takes its inspiration from 
more conventional Asiatic architecture. 
On the other hand, the steeply pitched, 
hipped roof and the decorative balls that 
top. it would be at home on any of the 
buildings Calvert Vaux designed for New 
York’s Central Park. 


What results is a humorous and im- 
mensely appealing structure that pre- 
serves Oberlin’s small-town sense of 
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architectural unity and, at the same time, 
entertains children and grown-ups alike.” 

But some Oberlin students were not en- 
tertained when they first saw the design. 
Some vocally opposed the design pre- 
cisely for its Asian references, saying it 
took Asian culture too lightly. Many of the 
same students said the bandstand would 
add to the discomfort they already felt 
about the Memorial Arch on Tappan 
Square, which they regardéd, Yin Leung 
87 wrote in the May 22 Oberlin Review, 
as a “reminder of sentimental U.S. imperi- 
alism toward Asia.” 

Pranks and a Change of Mind 

In the spring, two students constructed a 
nine-foot papier-maché Buddha and 
placed it in the bandstand. They later told 
a reporter for the Review that they did it 
to show that they considered the design 
“ridiculous.” 

The prank of putting an East Asian fig- 
ure into a South Indian festival cart an- 
gered Yin Leung for its lumping of all 
Asian cultures into one. Since her initial 
dislike and distrust of the design of 
Oberlin’s bandstand, Leung has changed 
her mind to the extent that she now be- 
lieves the Indian festival cart design is ap- 
propriate. 

“As an Asian American,” she wrote in 
her May 22 Review essay, “I can not help 
but embrace the fact that the success of 
Smith’s design acknowledges Asian aes- 
thetics as a viable influence on architec- 
ture in America. Asians and their influ- 
ence in America are so often ignored and 
invisible in this society, | wonder if | would 
have even noticed if the winning entry 
had been a typical European-influence de- 
sign. Thus, it profoundly affects me when 
people use disparaging names to describe 
a bandstand that has such meaning 
for me.” 

Leung’s opinion of the bandstand de- 
sign began to change after she met the 
architect during one of his visits to cam- 
pus. Leung says she discovered in Smith 
“a likable, patient Oberlin alumnus, one 
who had a deep appreciation of 
India... .” In her piece for the Review, 
she wrote, “He was not at all the mali- 
cious, Asiaphilic romantic that I had be- 
gun to imagine he was. | talked to him 
about Indian festival carts, and my anger 
and fears were allayed as I learned that 
the design was based on a cart that is cen- 
tral to the celebrations that go on once a 
year in Madurai and other parts of south- 
ern India. . . . For all in the celebration it is 
one of the rare occasions in hierarchical 
Indian society,” Leung says Smith told her, 
“when caste and class boundaries are set 
aside and everyone participates in the 
unity and joy of celebrating. ...” 
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Many Influences, Many Meanings 
The Chronicle's Biemiller noted in his ar- 
ticle that the ramp granting wheelchair 
access to the bandstand platform “seems 
to have been an integral part of the com- 
position, rather than an afterthought.” 
The ramp viewed from the side looks like 
the tongue of the cart. The impetus for 
strong integration of the ramp in his de- 
sign, Smith recently told reporter Wilma 
Salisbury of the Cleveland Plain Dealer, 
came from his admiration for classmate 
Ralf Hotchkiss ’69, now a consulting 
design engineer himself, who was para- 
lyzed in a motorcycle accident while an 
Oberlin student. (See the Class Notes sec- 
tion of this issue to learn more about what 
Hotchkiss is doing now.) 

The architect says that the lightness of 
his design relates to the tradition of out- 
door music in South India, and the sturdi- 
ness of the structure reflects his feelings 
about music at Oberlin, where the archi- 
tect played principal second violin in the 
College orchestra. The concept of sinking 
the bandstand’s wheels into the soil, he 
says, came from Claes Oldenburg’s Three- 


Way Plug, a sculpture that is half-buried in 
the earth on a site next to the Allen Me- 
morial Art Museum, just east of Tappan 
Square. 

Making a Place for Itself 

The bandstand is already becoming part 
of the community. A series of late-after- 
noon “Sundowner” concerts arranged 
through the Student Union finished out 
the good fall weather. Scheduled for April 
or March start-up is a reconstituted 
Oberlin Town Band, expected to make 
frequent use of the new bandstand. 

“Thirty or 40 people have joined the 
band from time to time in the past,” says 
band director Stephen Johnson III, who 
also directs the Oberlin High School band. 
“But we'll take 50—70—80—as many as 
we can get.” 

But even during non-performance 
times the structure is appealing as a place 
of serenity. Rarely is the bandstand with- 
out a few people looking at it up close, 
sitting on it, or watching their small chil- 
dren run up and down the ramp, climb 
around the railings, or try balancing tricks 
on the wheels. [1] 


New Bandstand’s New Neighbors 


The Clark Bandstand isn’t the only new sight 
on campus. Two more College buildings— 
North Residence Hall and the Dorothy Daub 
House—are undergoing renovation, joining, in 
their new dress, Tank Coop, Talcott, and 
Baldwin residence halls, renovated during last 
school year. And the new addition for the con- 
servatory library (see announcement and ar- 
chitect’s drawing in the Winter 1987 OAM) is 
taking shape on Professor Street. 


Immediately west of Wilder Hall the former 
home of the late beloved town librarian 
Dorothy Daub is being renovated as office 
space for Conference Services and Campus 
Dining Services. 
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Students in North Residence Hall will have a 
warmer welcome to their living space with the 
completion of the new post-modern classical 
entrance. 


The conservatory library's addition, designed 
by Gunnar Birkerts, will increase the size of 
the library by over 150 percent. 
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FIRST LOVE: LEARNING 


J. Leon Washington, new director of admissions 
for Oberlin’s College of Arts and Sciences, says 
good admissions work must begin with a true 

love of education. 


by Betty Gabrielli and Linda K. Grashoff 


When J. Leon Washington talks with high- 
school students who might be good candi- 
dates for Oberlin, his first words don't 
focus on Oberlin College. Like announce- 
ments of the academy awards or Pulitzer 
prizes, his talk builds to a peak. That's 
when Oberlin comes in. 

His message, says the newly appointed 
director of admissions for Oberlin’s Col- 
lege of Arts and Sciences, begins with “the 
joy and the beauty and the wonderfulness 
of learning and education. And then it 
gets extended to the joy and the beauty 
and the wonderfulness of learning at a 
small, liberal arts college where your edu- 
cation can be dynamic and personalized 
and individualized. And then it gets to, 
‘Look at us in Oberlin, a wonderful small 
Ohio town that’s full of history.” To wrap 
it up, he tantalizes: “That's an option. You 
look at it, check it out.” 

Washington’s prelude is not just a super- 
ficial collection of words, the basis for a 
pitch. A driving force in his own life, a 
genuine love of learning is essential, he 
says, for effective work in the highly com- 
petitive field of college admissions. 

“You first must love education and have 
a feel for the whole joy and excitement of 
learning,” he says. “In fact, you must love 
it so much that you can almost taste it in 
your mouth. It really gets to that, because 
this is a crazy business, the kind that 
either you love or hate. If you're in it 
longer than two years, you're hooked; 
you really fall in love at that point, as I did. 
You must have the ability to show young 


Betty Gabrielli is a writer in the news services 
operations of Oberlin’s Office of Communica- 
tions. She wrote “The Enduring Ties of the Un- 
derground Railroad” for the summer 1986 is- 
sue Of the Oberlin Alumni Magazine. Linda K. 
Grashoff ts editor of the Oberlin Alumni Maga- 
zine. 
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Washington began his career in admissions 
work while an undergraduate at South Da- 
kota Wesleyan University, where he helped 
the admissions office recruit black students. 


people that learning is exciting and that 
education is a very good and solid option 
for whatever it is they want to do with 
their lives.” 


The Payoff 
“Leon has an incredible, personal touch,” 
says Douglass Gardner, Washington’s su- 
pervisor and dean of enrollment plan- 
ning. Although the forming of this year’s 
freshman class was the accomplishment 
of the total admissions staff, Gardner says, 
Washington can properly take the credit 
for an important jump in minority enroll- 
ment. 

“More than one out of five new fresh- 
men are minority students,” says Gardner, 
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and that statistic, he says, is a direct result 
of Washington’s personalized recruiting. 
“He hand-wrote letters; he telephoned 
people; he went to churches to meet po- 
tential Oberlin students.” And the staying 
power of his recruiting is shown in the sta- 
tistics: new black-student enrollment has 
risen from 7 percent of last year’s fresh- 
man class to 10 percent of this year’s; La- 
tino enrollment has increased 220 per- 
cent, to 40 students. (Asian enrollment in 
the class numbers 56, four short of last 
year’s number.) Improvements in racial 
and gender balance, says Gardner, have 
come about without sacrifice to the aca- 
demic strength of the class: the Class of 
1991 surpasses the Class of 1990—consid- 
ered one of the academically strongest 
classes ever admitted—on the total mea- 
sure of academic quality, based on Scho- 
lastic Aptitude Test scores and rank in 
high-school senior class. (See “Better than 
the Best” on these pages and “Meet Some 
First-Year Students” in the spring issue of 
the Oberlin Alumni Magazine.—Ed.) 
During the time he spends on campus, 
Washington is rekindling home fires as 
well. In the Admissions Office there is 
now, says Gardner, “a lack of the uncer- 
tainty” that followed in the wake of the 
departure of the former director of admis- 
sions, Elizabeth DeLaHunt. “Leon is re- 
spected by the Admissions Office; you can 
feel he’s taken over and is providing a 
steady hand. His influence, however, is 
more than calming, says Washington’s su- 
pervisor. “Leon adds a subtle buoyancy” 
to meetings, he says, an ability appreci- 
ated by his colleagues especially during 
the staff's stint of 10-hour days during the 
peak of the admissions cycle. 
From the Harlem Ghetto 
How did Washington come to Oberlin? In 
many ways, he took the long way around. 
Washington was attracted to Oberlin 
long before he was appointed its associate 
director of admissions and coordinator of 
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minority recruitment last year. His inter- 
est began in a high-school history class. 

“Oberlin was mentioned as the first col- 
lege to make a serious commitment to ed- 
ucating blacks, the last stop on the Under- 
ground Railroad, the first coeducational 
institution in the United States. That was 
intriguing.” 

Born in Florida in 1949, Washington 
was the sixth of 11 children . “We moved 
to New York when I was around 11, and I 
did the rest of my growing up on West 
148th Street in Harlem, a very poor but 
proud young man.” 

Washington’s father was a Southern 
Baptist minister “of the ‘fire and brim- 
stone’ type,” Washington says. “He made 
sure we were all good students. He be- 
lieved in what he called ‘very constructive 
self-building.’ After school we had a half- 
hour break, then chores and studies, 
which went on until at least eight o'clock. 
After dinner there was always family 
prayer.” 


Integrating a Southern High School 
Inspired by the civil rights movement, in 
1965 at the age of 16 Washington left 
Harlem for South Carolina to integrate 
the all-white Wade Hampton High School. 
That June he became the school’s first 
black graduate. 

“From the time I was a child we would 
visit my grandparents’ home in Hampton 
County and I would see the school. It was 
very pretty, and I'd say to my parents, ‘I 
want to go there.’ ‘Well, you can’t,’ they’d 
say. I never really knew why. But as I got 
older it became clearer to me, and I de- 
cided that if | had the opportunity to go to 
school there, I would take it. 

“T was president of the National Youth 
Chapter of the NAACP and wanted to par- 
ticipate in what was going on in the South. 
After the Johnson administration passed 
the civil rights bill, I petitioned to go to the 
school, was turned down several times, 
wrote to the South Carolina governor, and 
got turned down again. | then petitioned 
the federal government and, with the 
help of several people in Congress, I was 
able to enroll. 

“At first I was escorted by FB.I. agents 
to and from school,” Washington recalls. 
“Then the protection dwindled to local 
police, and then to nothing when people 
were used to the idea. | received threats, 
physical abuse. The first two or three 
weeks I came home covered from head to 
toe with spit. For four months no one 
would speak to me, so I had a lot of time to 
do introspective thinking. Finally, near 
the end, folks did warm up and begin to 
speak.” 

Washington's senior year of high school 
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taught him that “we don’t know each 
other very well, that we don’t communi- 
cate as well as we should or could.” But 
his experience gave him, he says, “the 
drive to help people see that we all want 
the same basic things: a better life, peace, 
joy, love, kindness, friends.” 


College in South Dakota 
“After leaving high school, I went back to 
New York and was recruited by a Method- 
ist college, Dakota Wesleyan University, in 
Mitchell, South Dakota. That was quite a 
culture shock! There were only 14 blacks 
in this school of 1600, and many town res- 
idents had never seen a black person up 
close.” 

Washington ran track at college and 


Three Internal Promotions 
Reshape Enrollment Planning 


A major change in the College administrative 
structure is expected to “add fresh impetus to 
the recruiting boom already under way at 
Oberlin,” says Oberlin president S. Frederick 
Starr, who announced three internal promo- 
tions in early August, including that of J. Leon 
Washington (see “First Love: Learning” on 
these pages). 

In a new position, dean of enrollment plan- 
ning, Douglass Gardner is charged with devel- 
oping better ways to assess the effectiveness of 
recruiting and admissions. Gardner also coor- 
dinates strategic planning for student recruit- 
ment as well as development of programs to 
integrate recruitment with Oberlin students’ 
educational experience. 

Gardner was appointed Oberlin’s registrar in 
1981. Since February he had served as acting 
admissions director for the College of Arts and 
Sciences, replacing Elizabeth DeLaHunt, who 
was given terminal leave. Before coming to 
Oberlin, he was associate registrar at Harvard 


was “fairly good,” but wanted to do more. 
Becoming involved in student govern- 
ment, he was elected president of the stu- 
dent body “by an overwhelming major- 
ity.” He graduated cum laude in 1972 with 
a B.A. degree in biology and minors in 
chemistry and psychology. 

He also helped the college admissions 
office recruit more black students and as- 
sisted black students who had problems 
adjusting to the campus. After graduation, 
he worked for two years as an admissions 
and financial-aid counselor and as a tutor/ 
instructor in biology and English. 


Teaching in Brazil 
In 1974, Washington “was young, had a 
little money, and was feeling adventur- 


University from 1974 to 1981. From 1968 to 
1973, Gardner was data-processing manager 
for Harvard's faculty of arts and sciences; dur- 
ing his tenure he installed Harvard's first com- 
puter-based student record system. He holds 
A.B. and Ed.M. degrees from Harvard Univer- 
sity. 

Reporting to Gardner—in addition to J. Leon 
Washington, filling the position of admissions 
director for the College of Arts and Sciences— 
are Michael Manderen ‘76, admissions director 
for the Conservatory of Music; James White, 
director of financial aid; and Lori Gumpf, regis- 
trar. 

The third new promotion is registrar Lori 
Gumpf’s. She had been Oberlin’s acting regis- 
trar since February. From 1982 to 1986 Gumpf 
was assistant to the registrar and was pro- 
moted to assistant registrar in 1986. Before be- 
ginning her career at Oberlin, Gumpf was a 
cashier for Drug Mart in nearby Amherst, 
Ohio. She left that job to become Oberlin’s re- 
cords clerk in the registrar’s office in 1978. 
Gumpf attended Bowling Green (Ohio) State 
University. 


enrollment planning, J. Leon Washington, director of admissions for the College of Arts and 
Sciences, and Lort Gumpf registrar. Not pictured are the other professional-staff members in 


enrollment planning, James White, 
admissions for the Conservatory of Music. 


director of financial aid, and Michael Manderen, director of 
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ous,” so he visited a college friend in 
Lages, Brazil. His one-month visit ex- 
tended into four years, during which time 
he mastered Portuguese, maneuvered 
through the highly complex society, and 
succeeded as a teacher of English. And he 
met his future wife, also a teacher, at a 
Mardi Gras dance. 

“While I was in Lages, the English 
teacher at the local preparatory school 
was accidentally killed, and I was asked to 
take his place,” he remembers. “I planned 
to teach only three months, but before | 
knew it I was loving it, learning Portu- 
guese, meeting people. | also taught a 
course for Brazilians working at the Olin 
Corporation, which had a plant in Lages.” 


Lab Tech to 

College Administrator 

After returning to the U.S., Washington 
worked as a laboratory technician for 
three years at Union Carbide’s Oak Ridge 
(Tennessee) National Laboratory in the 


Better than the Best 


Haven't we heard this one before? “In a year of 
declining numbers of high school graduates 
nationwide, Oberlin garnered the largest appli- 
cant pool in the College’s history.” 

Yes, this is old news (announced for the 
1986-87 school year) but it’s also new news. 
For this academic year Oberlin received 12 
percent more applications in the College of 
Arts and Sciences and 17 percent more appli- 
cations in the Conservatory of Music than for 
the 1986-87 school year, according to J. Leon 
Washington, director of arts and sciences ad- 
missions, and Michael C. Manderen ’76, direc- 
tor of conservatory admissions. Last year’s ap- 
plicant pool (a total of 4051) was already a 
record-breaker in Oberlin history. 

More applications meant that the College 
could be more selective in accepting students, 
and the percentage of admitted applicants 
dropped from 56 percent last year to 51 per- 
cent this year. 

Student yield (the number of students ac- 
cepted by Oberlin who enroll) this year was 
more than expected. On September 3, 833 
new students began classes in the College of 
Arts and Sciences and the Conservatory of Mu- 
sic (split 677 and 156). Forty-one of the stu- 
dents counted in the conservatory enrollment 
(one more than last year) are double-degree 
students working toward a degree in the Col- 
lege of Arts and Sciences as well. 

Combined median Scholastic Aptitude Test 
scores of students newly enrolled in the Col- 
lege of Arts and Sciences held steady with 
those from last year (1243, two points lower 
than last year). College of Arts and Sciences 
freshmen from the top 10 percent of their 
graduating high-school senior classes in- 


department of environmental sciences. 
The office was phased out by the Reagan 
administration in 1980, and he returned 
to higher education administration, in fi- 
nancial aid at lowa State University. In 
1984, he became assistant director of ad- 
missions at Amherst College; he worked 
there for two years, simultaneously earn- 
ing his master’s degree in management 
and administration at Cambridge College 
in Northampton, Massachusetts. 


“At Amherst, | would encounter profes- 
sors who had attended Oberlin and would 
hear them talk enthusiastically about it. | 
decided if | ever got the opportunity to 
recruit for it, | would.” He was appointed 
Oberlin’s associate director of admissions 
last August. 


While Gardner points to Washington’s 
ability to communicate with high-school 
students as a great strength in admissions 
work, Washington cites his training in the 
sciences is an additional advantage in re- 


Junior Scott Palmer gives a hand to new stu- 
dents Lisa Friedman and Edina Harsay as 
they move into Talcott. 


creased from 60.6 percent last year to 62.9 per- 
cent this year. Based on faculty committee au- 
dition ratings and aural aptitude and theory 
test scores, the newest group of conservatory 
students is among the strongest enrolled in re- 
cent memory, according to Manderen. This 
year sees 75 percent more student leaders 
than last year among the new students. 
Counted by the Admissions Office in the tally 
are 

¢ 20 class or student-body presidents 

¢ 52 student-council or class representa- 
tives 
101 presidents of school organizations 
nine leaders of community organizations 
11 recipients of special leadership awards 
60 captains of varsity sports teams 
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cruiting science students. 

“With my science background,” Wash- 
ington says, “I can describe to high-school 
students what an opportunity it is to study 
sciences at a liberal arts college, where 
you have professors who are experts and 
where you get a chance to use fine equip- 
ment, to be trained the right way, to par- 
ticipate in research and perhaps get some- 
thing published. One of my goals is to 
make people more aware of that benefit 
at Oberlin,” he says. 

“| look forward to doing a knockout job 
of admissions for Oberlin and also to em- 
bracing this community with perhaps 
some of the best classes of students it has 
seen.” 

Washington’s personal charge is to “live 
life to the fullest every day and make ev- 
erything I do an example of all the things I 
feel.” 


The Oberlin community is watching ea- 
gerly as he moves toward his goals. (1 


¢ 61 editors-in-chief of yearbooks, newspa- 

pers, or literary magazines 

¢ seven Eagle Scouts 

¢ “a cadre” of scholar-scientists, journalists, 

and writers 

The newcomers include 644 first-year stu- 
dents and 33 transfers in the College of Arts 
and Sciences as well as 135 first-year students 
and 21 transfers in the Conservatory of Music. 
The students come from 47 states, the District 
of Columbia, and 13 foreign countries. The 
largest number of enrollees (140) is from New 
York; 98 students are from Ohio and 49 are 
from Massachusetts. 

Overseas recruiting resulted in a 53 percent 
increase in international applicants. The 26 en- 
rolled international students in the class repre- 
sent 15 countries: Brazil, Belgium, Canada, 
China, England, France, Ghana, Hong Kong, 
Japan, Korea, Mexico, Pakistan, South Africa, 
Switzerland, and West Germany. 

Of the 178 new minority students, who con- 
stitute 21 per cent of all incoming students, 87 
are black, 40 are Latino, 49 are Asian Ameri- 
can, and two are American Indian; these fig- 
ures represent an increase of 30.1 percent 
over last year’s minority admissions. Almost 
half of the new black freshmen have indicated 
interest in science, says Douglass Gardner, 
dean of enrollment planning. 

“Extraordinary effort by our more than 
1300 alumni representatives added greatly to 
our admissions success,” wrote Washington 
and Manderen in a report on this year’s admis- 
sions published in the September 17 issue of 
the Observer, Oberlin’s faculty and staff news- 
paper. “This year alumni made 504 referrals to 
us, represented Oberlin at 124 college fairs, 
and interviewed 661 prospective students (18 
percent of all those interviewed).” 
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Justice, Simple Justice: 
Women at Oberlin 1837-1987 


During fall semester 
Oberlin College is celebrating 
the 150th anniversary of the 
acceptance of women into its 

college course. It may be a 
good time to consider the 
significant gains for equal 
education and institutional 
recognition for women at 
Oberlin that have come through 
the initiative and hard work of 
Oberlin women themselves. 
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by Marlene Deahl Merrill 


When Oberlin celebrated its 50th anniver- 
sary in the summer of 1883, Lucy Stone, 
Class of 1847, was asked to present one of 
the keynote speeches—the only woman 
invited to do so. Stone began her talk, en- 
titled “Oberlin and Woman,” with the fol- 
lowing words: 

“Oberlin is proud of her theology, of her 
free thought, of her classical acquire- 
ments, of her antislavery record, of her 
temperance record, of her plain living and 
high thinking; but her highest glory in his- 
tory, the crowning achievement of her 
founders, will be that Oberlin was the pio- 
neer in establishing the co-education of 
men and women.’ It was fitting that Stone 
commended the college for its historic 
role. But she also knew, better than any- 
one, that restrictive societal and institu- 
tional prescriptions for women needed 
changing to create true coeducation. 

Stone had not given Oberlin an easy 
time when she was a student in the 1840s. 


Pall 1987 


She challenged the institution again and 
again to give women the same privileges 
it gave men. Later, as an alumna and an 
influential leader in the woman’s suffrage 
movement and editor of the widely read 
Woman's Journal, she publicly applauded 
the College when it provided women with 
equal treatment, and she publicly scolded 
it when it didn’t. 

The College, by its 50th birthday, had 
made peace with Stone and recognized 
her as one of its most prominent alumni. 
And Stone throughout her life expressed 
an enormous affection for her alma ma- 
ter, even when she chided it for its short- 
comings. It was because she cared that 
she continued to hold the institution to the 
task implicit in the very meaning of the 
word coeducation. 

Lucy Stone and small numbers of pro- 
gressive Oberlin women have often self- 
consciously and courageously challenged 
the institution to make good on its found- 
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Lucy Stone as a young woman; and shortly 
before her death in 1893. Stone presented the 
later photograph with accompanying inscrip- 
tion to her alma mater as a token of affection. 


ers’ vision to bring “... within the reach 
of the misjudged and neglected sex, all 
the instructive privileges which hitherto 
have unreasonably distinguished the lead- 
ing sex from theirs.” In this, they were 
supported by small numbers of students, 
faculty, and administrators, and they were 
opposed by a more conservative majority 
of both men and women. 


The First Four 

Oberlin’s most significant heroines have 
to be the four young women who, in 
1837, desired more than Oberlin’s special 
course for women, and requested admis- 
sion to the full college course leading to a 
baccalaureate degree. Modeled after Yale, 


| 


the college course had been open only to 
men and was, in fact, often referred to as 
“the gentlemen’s course.” Unlike the 
ladies’ course, the college course required 
Greek, Latin, Hebrew, and higher mathe- 
matics—courses considered inappro- 
priate and too rigorous for women’s “deli- 
cate” minds. Despite some debate and 
misapprehension, the faculty approved 
the young women’s applications. As a 
result, coeducation began in America 
when the four young women matricu- 
lated 150 years ago this past September. 
To Oberlin’s everlasting credit, it accepted 
the women into the college course. But 
when we celebrate coeducation, it is im- 
portant to underscore the fact that college 
education came to women because 
Oberlin women themselves asked for it. 

Mary Hosford, Mary Fletcher Kellogg, 
Elizabeth Prall, and Caroline Mary Rudd 
joined 30 young men from eight different 
states as freshmen in the college course. 
These young women found their first two 
years filled with “perplexities and discour- 
agements.” Carefully watched and evalu- 
ated, they realized that many believed 
they would find the course of study too 
taxing. They were on trial and they knew 
it. 

All but Mary Kellogg (who had moved 
with her family to Louisiana) graduated 
with their class four years later. No fanfare 
or headline marked the event. But the 
women themselves knew what they had 
accomplished. In a letter written shortly 
before her graduation, Mary Hosford 
wrote her former classmate Mary Kel- 
logg, “We have succeeded beyond our 
own expectations. I look back to the time 
when so many... stood out against the 


course we were pursuing. .. . Most of the 
faculty are now in favor of [women tak- 
ing] the college course. . . .” Hosford went 


on to say that “sometimes I feel like weep- 
ing tears of joy over those dear young 
ladies who are now making their way 
through the same path we have trod, 
peaceful and unmolested.” The first coeds 
clearly knew and celebrated the historic 
fact that they they had cleared the way 
for other women to take a regular college 
course. 

‘To the relief of many at Oberlin, all four 
of the first coeds were engaged (or nearly 
so) to Oberlin men at the time of com- 
mencement. By choosing traditional 
roles, they dispelled the popular belief 
that college-educated women would be- 
come so “masculinized” that they would 
repel marriageable suitors, or die of men- 
tal over-exertion. As full-time home- 
makers who became the mothers of a to- 
tal of 24 children, they also disproved the 
popular theory that intellectual activity 
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would prevent women from bearing 
children. 

On the other hand, a significant number 
of later and more progressive women 
came to Oberlin to be educated as teach- 
ers, and they tended to marry only later 
or not at all. Many black women gradu- 
ates worked as teachers and educators, 
advancing the cause of both their sex and 
their race. Mary Jane Patterson, who 
graduated from Oberlin in 1862, became 
the first black woman in America to re- 
ceive a B.A. degree. After leaving Oberlin 
she taught at the Institute for Colored 
Youth in Philadelphia, and she later taught 
and served as principal at the Preparatory 
High School for Colored Youth in Wash- 
ington, D.C., the predecessor of the famed 
Dunbar High School. Patterson never 
married. Fannie Jackson, born a slave, re- 
ceived her B.A. degree from Oberlin in 
1865. She was immediately called to the 
Institute for Colored Youth as a teacher of 
Greek, Latin, and higher mathematics 
and as principal of the girls’ high-school 
department. During her 37 years at the 
institute she trained some of the leaders of 
her race and helped shape the pattern of 
black education in the late 19th century. 
Jackson married 16 years after her gradu- 
ation from Oberlin. 

Oberlin’s first coeds were undoubtedly 
driven by a desire for self-improvement. 
They desired this partly for the challenge 
and the ultimate fairness of it, and partly 
for the joy of learning. 


More Intellectual Growth Sought 
A similar desire for self-improvement mo- 
tivated nine young women, in 1835, to 


we 
Caroline Mary Rudd was one of the three first 
women to receive a baccalaureate degree. 
She graduated from Oberlin’s college course 
in 1841. This daguerreotype probably was 
taken in New York City in 1853. Rudd married 
Oberlin graduate (Class of 1838) and profes- 
sor George Allen shortly after her graduation. 
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Fannie Jackson at her graduation from the 
college course in 1865. In 1881 she married 
the Rev. Levi J. Coppin and accompanied him 
in 1902 to Africa, where she founded the 
Bethel Institute at Cape Town. 


found the first ladies literary society in the 
United States. While other women’s 
groups in Oberlin were organized to pro- 
mote reform for others, the Ladies’ Liter- 
ary Society (LLS) was founded to provide 
its members with greater intellectual 
growth than the college was giving them. 
The society provided a regular forum for 
writing and reading essays on timely top- 
ics. [See Rachel Seidman’s paper on the 
LLS elsewhere on these pages. —Ed.] In 
1852, the society had grown to such size, 
and the diversity of ideas was so great, 
especially on the issue of women and pub- 
lic speaking, that another, more progres- 
sive society was formed. At first called 
The Young Ladies’ Lyceum, its name was 
soon changed to Aeolian (from the Greek, 
meaning, light bearers) Society. These 
young women introduced into their pro- 
gram the forbidden male “oration” while 
the pioneer Ladies’ Literary Society still 
stuck by the womanly propriety of read- 
ing from their essays. In effect the Aeolian 
Society provided the skills and practice 
that Lucy Stone, Antoinette Brown, and 
others sought five years earlier when they 
formed a secret debating club to prepare 
themselves for careers as public lecturers. 

Public speaking for women was a hotly 
contested issue for years at Oberlin. The 
subject is full of paradoxes: women could 
read their essays at their public literary 
anniversaries and the commencement 
exercises for the ladies course. But 
women graduates of the college course, 
unlike the men in their class who deliv- 
ered orations, could not even read their 
€ssays—instead they had to submit them 
to the professor of rhetoric to read. In 
1847, Lucy Stone's classmates selected 
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her and several other seniors in the col- 
lege course to represent them at their 
commencement exercises. The women 
selected were to write essays to be read 
by the professor; the men were to deliver 
orations. Stone refused to write her piece 
for a man to read, saying in a letter to her 
family that she would not “...make a 
public acknowledgement of the . . . princi- 
ple which takes away from women their 
equal rights, and denies to them the privi- 
lege of being co-laborers with men in any 
sphere.... No word or deed of mine 
should ever look toward the support of 
such a principle, or even to its toleration.” 
Despite strong backing from President 
Mahan, the faculty refused to let Stone 
read. Many of her classmates sympa- 
thized with her point of view; all but one 
of the women appointed to write essays 
resigned, as did two of the men. When 
others were appointed to fill their places, 
they too refused to accept the conditions. 
Not until 1859 did the faculty and Ladies’ 
Board agree that women, if they so chose, 
might read their essays at the College 
graduation exercises. All chose to do so. 


Women and Public Speaking 
The next controversy was over the right 
of women to deliver a public oration or 
extemporaneous talk. Although women 
could practice orating in the seclusion of 
meetings of the Aeolian Society, the Col- 
lege still considered a public oration by a 
woman to be beyond the bounds of femi- 
ninity. In all fairness, it should be pointed 
out that Oberlin was similar to most other 
seminaries and colleges on this issue. Pub- 
lic oratory was forbidden, for instance, at 
Vassar and Mount Holyoke until the 
1870s. 

It took Harriet Keeler, from the College 
class of 1870, to break down the Oberlin 


Harriet Keeler, probably at the time of her 
graduation in 1870 from the college course 
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ruling. How she did so is worth telling. 
Like her female classmates who were to 
read at commencement, she wrote out 
her essay and conspicuously held its 
pages as she walked upon the commence- 
ment platform. She carefully read the first 
sentence with her eyes modestly fixed 
upon her manuscript. Then she casually 
discarded the paper, looked across the 
rows of startled faces, and directly ad- 
dressed the audience. From that day, 
women graduating from the college 
course could choose to either read or ad- 
dress the audience extemporaneously. 
Keeler’s graduation address marked a 
new decade for Oberlin; one, unfortu- 
nately, when the College began to rest-on 
its laurels. Its coeducational experiment 
was a recognized and much applauded 
fact attracting attention from as far away 
as England and France. By the end of the 
1870s, Oberlin served as a model for the 
founding of Midwestern and Western co- 
educational colleges and for the conver- 
sion to coeducation of all-male universi- 
ties (most notably the University of 
Michigan and Cornell University). Inter- 
ested educators were frequently on cam- 
pus to observe how men and women be- 
haved together in the dining hall and 
classrooms, as well as in more informal 
settings. All were impressed with the or- 
derliness and decorum at Oberlin. Inter- 
estingly, the earlier concern about col- 
lege-educated women becoming 
masculinized had shifted to a different 
gender issue. Outside educators were 
now concerned that association with 


Coeducation outdoors: a studio art class, 
circa 1900. 


young women might cause men to be- 
come effeminate. With some relief, Presi- 
dent White of Cornell reported to his trust- 
ees that that fear had been dispelled on 
his inspection tour of coeducational col- 
leges. Referring to the Civil War, he re- 
ported that “from no colleges did a more 
hardy, manly, brave body of young men 
go into our armies than from Oberlin and 
Antioch.” 

After the 1870s Oberlin’s reform tradi- 
tion gave way to more conservative 
forces. The College's willingness to exper- 
iment subsided and its historical commit- 
ment to women waned as it looked to 
Eastern institutions for educational guid- 
ance, and sought to reflect public atti- 
tudes. But new generations of Oberlin 
women sought to keep Oberlin’s commit- 
ment to women alive and growing by 
challenging the institution. 


A Woman on the Faculty 

Women were not represented on the fac- 
ulty of this first coeducational college until 
1878, twenty years after Antioch College 
appointed a woman to its first faculty. 
How Adelia Field Johnston received her 
appointment is a striking instance of a 
woman's determination to improve the 
status of women at Oberlin. Johnston, an 
Oberlin graduate (1856) with advanced 
training in Latin and considerable teach- 
ing experience, was appointed principal 
of the Ladies’ Department in 1870. She 
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Adelia Field Johnston, about the time she be- 
came principal of the Oberlin Ladies’ Depart- 
ment 
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believed that the principal should be a 
member of the faculty and that women 
should be teaching academic classes, in- 
stead of only supervising women stu- 
dents. After long discussions with the fac- 
ulty, she announced that if she could not 
teach she would no longer serve as princi- 
pal. The College relented and permitted 
her to teach Roman history in the ladies 
course. Once she began teaching she 
made a new case: this time for represent- 
ing her students and her academic con- 
cerns in regular faculty meetings. After 
some deliberation, the faculty invited her 
to sit with them during the first hour of 
their sessions, after which she was to with- 
draw. She did this for one year, during 
which time her insights and ideas were so 
outstanding that she was finally made a 
full member of the faculty at the begin- 


The Ladies’ Literary Society: 
Oberlin’s Early Feminists 


by Rachel F. Seidman ‘88 


In his History of Oberlin College (1943) Robert 
Fletcher surmised that one reason the early 
Oberlin fathers favored coeducation was that 
they hoped “thus the young ladies could be 
more readily kept in their proper relation of 
awed subjection to the ‘leading sex.” He 
added, “Washing the men’s clothing, caring for 
their rooms, serving them at table, listening to 
their orations, but themselves remaining re- 
spectfully silent in public assemblages, the 
Oberlin ‘co-eds’ were being prepared for intel- 
ligent motherhood and a properly subservient 
wifehood.” 

While awed subjection may have been a 
goal the Oberlin founders set for its female stu- 
dents, it was not one shared by the women 
themselves. By forming the Young Ladies As- 
sociation of the Oberlin Collegiate Institute in 
1835, female students established a forum to 
discuss issues of interest and to learn the skills 
of oratory and debate denied them as part of 
their formal education. 

Later renamed the Ladies’ Literary Society 
(LLS), this was the first college women’s debate 
society in the country, and it played significant 
roles in the history of the College and in the 


Rachel FE Seidman will graduate this spring 
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lives of individual women at Oberlin through- 
out the latter part of the 19th century. 

Despite their gratitude for a chance at higher 
education, many Oberlin women were aware 
of injustices facing them at the College. Refer- 
ring to the fact that women were not allowed 
to read essays at their commencement cere- 
monies, Elizabeth Prall, one of the first three 
women to graduate from Oberlin’s college 
course, presented an essay to her rhetoric 
class about Queen Elizabeth of England. 

“Strange,” she wrote, “that woman in mo- 
narchical England should be permitted to ad- 
dress vice-chancellors and doctors at Oxford 
University, and in Latin, too, while in liberty- 
loving America she is not permitted to speak 
in her own tongue, among the populace, to 
defend her own rights.” Prall’s professor, after 
joking about her speech, was apparently sur- 
prised that Prall “felt a little serious about it,” 
one of her classmates, Frances Hosford, later 
wrote in her History and List of Members of 
Ladies Literary Society of Oberlin College and 
of LLS Alumnae Association. 

Prall and the other two women who gradu- 
ated with her—Hosford and Caroline Mary 
Rudd—were members of the Young Ladies As- 
sociation. In the years to come, women would 
discuss many times the issue of public speak- 
ing by women, and the reading of graduation 
essays in particular, in the meetings of the LLS. 
Eventually these women would play a major 
part in changing the prohibitory rule and the 
attitudes behind it. 


Founding and Purpose 

According to several sources, the first meeting 
of the Young Ladies Association was July ot 
1835, Although some sources cite Lucy Stone 
as playing a major role in the founding of this 
society, ample evidence contradicts the claim, 
including the fact that Stone did not arrive at 


ning of her second year. At the same time, 
her classes in the ladies’ course began at- 
tracting male students and her reputation 
as a teacher grew. Soon, a vacancy Oc- 
curred in a class in the Botany Depart- 
ment. No one in the science departments 
would volunteer to teach it. Finally, at a 
faculty meeting, President Fairchild called 
on each male faculty member, asking 
whether he would take the class. After a 
series of no’s he at last came to Mrs. John- 
ston. She, to his complete surprise, said 
yes. She admitted many years later that at 
the time she knew the botanical name of 
just one plant, “and that was thorough- 
wort!” 

Thus Adelia Field Johnston became an 
instructor and a full-fledged member of 
the College faculty. After only a short stint 
as a botanist she taught medieval history, 


Oberlin until 1843, eight years later. 

One of the earliest statements of the organi- 
zation’s purpose appears in a formal statement 
prepared for British philanthropists in 1839: 
“We have connected with our Seminary, a Lit- 
erary and Religious association, in which ca- 
pacity we meet frequently and each one in 
turn, according to appointment, writes and 
communicates to us her thoughts on some im- 
portant and interesting subject. We hold corre- 
spondence with many distinguished and pious 
ladies of our own and other lands, and with 
some who have left for pagan shores, by this 
means we collect much valuable information 
and often have our spirits refreshed.” 

The College's earliest copy of the constitu- 
tion of the Young Ladies Association, dated 
1846, stated its purpose as “intellectual and 
moral improvement” and “the promotion of 
literature and religion.” In 1850, the name of 
the association changed to the Young Ladies’ 
Literary Society, and the new constitution 
stated, “The object of this society shall be to 
improve its members in Writing, Speaking, 
and Discussion.” In an environment in which 
women were usually restricted from the latter 
two activities, in public at least, the desire to 
become more proficient at these activities 
marks a significant feminist outlook. They be- 
lieved they had the right to participate in and 
learn the methods of these practices. They 
may also have been counting on, or planning 
the arrival of, the time when they would be 
permitted to display their skills in front of 
mixed audiences. 

In light of the prevalent attitudes of the day, 
the fact that not all the topics the LLS discussed 
dealt directly with women’s rights does not 
mean that on an important level the society 
was not feminist in attitude. The fact that they 
discussed issues with the aim of improving 
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the subject she knew best, and in 1890 she 
was promoted to full professor. Her repu- 
tation as a teacher became well known 
and she was soon invited to fill a presti- 
gious position at a new woman’s college 
in the East. A family friend told her she 
was “a fool” when she turned it down in 
order to stay at Oberlin. Johnston’s re- 
sponse was, “I stay in Oberlin because 
there is something | want to do here.” 
What she did, although it was terribly 
slow in coming, was to clear the way for 
women to teach college-level courses. By 
1926, ten women held full professorships 
and 18 more were of professorial rank— 
figures that in percentage terms ironically 
and dramatically outdistance figures for 
recent years. But that is another story. 
Nine years after Adelia Field Johnston's 
1878 appointment to the faculty, three of 


their debating skills points to an awareness of 
injustice in the system and a belief that they 
could remedy it. The topics they discussed 
dealt with issues of general interest as well as 
those of special interest to women. Some were 
humorous, but most seemed to be of a serious 
nature. 

According to the recording secretary’s note- 
book of the years 1846-1857, on September 
16, 1846, Lucy Stone read an essay entitled 
“Wasted Intellect.” On March 5, 1847, An- 
toinette Brown presented a declamation on 
“Thinking and Acting.” On October 27 of the 
same year, a composition was read entitled 
“How Far Shall We Conform to Public Opin- 
ion?” On November 24, one was read called 
“The Tyranny of Public Opinion.” Lucy Stan- 
ton, the first black woman in the society, de- 
claimed on the subject “Are You Free?” April 
19, 1848. On May 30, 1849, a Miss Sheldon pre- 
sented an essay entitled “Women and Politics.” 
These discussions dealt with issues that were 
relevant then to women’s lives and to Oberlin. 
The restrictions on “women’s sphere” were ob- 
viously of concern; the women took the oppor- 
tunity of their meetings to express their views 
and learn from each other. Many other discus- 
sions, also cited in the notebook, support this 
notion: “Resolved that the intellectual ability of 
ladies is equal that of gentlemen”; “Is married 
life more conducive to a woman’s happiness 
than single?”; “[Is] the marriage relation . . . es- 
sential to the happiness of mankind?”; “[Is] it 
proper for ladies to make proposals of mar- 
riage?”; “Resolved that ladies have a right to 
debate and declaim in public.” 

Still, some evidence points toward ambiva- 
lence on the women’s part toward feminism. 
In August 1849 there was, according to the re- 
cording secretary's notebook, a “lengthened 
discussion concerning the propriety of holding 
[the] anniversary in the evening. . . . some, al- 
though not strenuous advocates for ‘Woman's 
Rights’, claimed it our prerogative in common 
with other societies to hold it in the evening.” 
In that same month, the secretary recorded 
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her former students, led by Harriet 
Keeler, initiated and organized a fund 
drive to raise money for an endowed pro- 
fessorship “to be filled by a women, 
[and] . . . not limited to any department of 
the College, thus enabling any woman 
who fills it to work according to her gifts.” 
It was to be named the Adelia Field John- 
ston Professorship, “in recognition of the 
fact that Mrs. Johnston is the first and so 
far the only woman who has ever held a 
Professorship in Oberlin College.” Seek- 
ing between $30,000 and $50,000, the 
Oberlin Trustees endorsed their plan, stat- 
ing that they did so “in order to be true to 
the tradition of Oberlin College .. . the pi- 
oneer in granting equal education privi- 
leges to women.” Three years later the 
women had raised nearly $20,000—a 
considerable amount of money for the 


that “the lady that staid home to wash dishes 
was cheerfully excused on the ground that lit- 
erary pursuits should not take precedence of 
domestic duties. Thus the famous argument 
against the education of women is no longer 
valid.” 


While the LLS, despite its ambivalence, was 
more feminist than the rest of the College, it 
was not radical enough for some women. In 
1852, when the society became too large, an- 
other society was formed. In her history, Hos- 
ford wrote that when the new society, the 
Ladies’ Lyceum, was formed, “it is fairly clear 
that there was a line of cleavage, that the out- 
goers were the radicals.” This group, later 
known as the Aeolian Society, reunited with 
the LLS in the 20th century. 


Purposes Diversify 

Other purposes of the LLS are described in the 
1855 annual report of the society, where it is 
written that “the object of [LLS’s] formation 
seems to have been to diffuse light and knowl- 
edge on the subject of slavery, to express our 
sympathy for our oppressed brethren and sis- 
ters, to elevate the free people of color, and 
emancipate them from the oppression of pub- 
lic sentiment and unequal laws.” The “LLS 
eventually gave monetary support to fugitive 
slaves, served as a link in the underground rail- 
road which passed through Oberlin, and Lucy 
Stone taught a class of fugitive slaves...” 


Thirty-five years later an LLS member 
summed up the manifest purpose of the LLS 
this way: “We may through [our exercises] 
learn to know our mission. We may discover 
hidden oratorical powers as Society is the only 
place where we have an opportunity to test 
that faculty... we have but a short time to 
prepare for our future years of life, and why 
not get all that is possible in these few years.” 
Indeed, former members of the LLS went on to 
be physicians, lecturers, college presidents, 
and other professionals in positions they might 
not have held had they not had the opportu- 
nity to learn these skills. 


period, but still short of their goal. Al- 
though unsuccessful, the drive had fo- 
cused attention on the desire of many to 
honor an outstanding woman teacher 
and scholar, and to advance the number 
and status of women on the faculty. 


First Woman Trustee 

Women were still missing in other areas of 
the College. Except for a brief appoint- 
ment held by Mrs. Johnston in 1901, no 
woman served on Oberlin’s Board of 
Trustees until 1915. (Johnston’s position 
was considered a conflict of interest since 
she was still on the faculty.) This omission 
did not go without notice by concerned 
alumnae. In October of 1915, one alumna, 
Martha Parelee Rose (1855), widow of a 
prominent Cleveland attorney and 
former mayor, responded to a letter from 


Accomplishments; Legacy 

Over the years, membership of the LLS grew 
larger and smaller. Some of the organization's 
initiatives—a newspaper, for example—were 
never approved by the faculty and appropri- 
ate administrators and so were never realized. 
The significance of some of its achievements, 
like the securing of certificates for graduates of 
the Ladies Course, eventually became more 
purely historical. Other projects, like the acqui- 
sition of 300-400 books by the Ladies Student 
Library Association, formed by the LLS and 
the Ladies’ Lyceum in 1859, left a physical in- 
fluence on generations of Oberlin students. 


In 1892 the elected historian of the LLS 
wrote, 


“Soon these records will be dead lifeless 
things of the past, with only a name 
here and there remembered and loved. 
Oh that they might be written in letters 
of red and gold, but it is not [my] task to 
immortalize the girls of "92, some other 
Pen must do that. We have to deal with 
the plain, dry fact, but they are some- 
thing more, for we know the love that 
prompted the work. We can read be- 
tween the lines and think of the new 
strength and self-command which their 
efforts, disappointments and joys have 
given us.” 


While only a few names may be remem- 
bered today, recent historical scholarship— 
much of it by Oberlin Affiliate Scholar Marlene 
Deahl Merrill and Associate Professor of His- 
tory Carol Lasser—is bringing them to the fore- 
front and keeping these women’s accomplish- 
ments from becoming “dead, lifeless things.” 


These were women on the frontier of wom- 
en's rights, and the Ladies’ Literary Society 
was the ground on which they did much of 
their struggling. The effect they had on them- 
selves, the College, and eventually the state of 
women in this country deserves appreciation 
and further attention. 


Coeducation indoors: Carnegie Library, circa 
1920. 


the secretary of the College, calling on 
alumni to “Inspect the enterprise in which 
you are a stockholder and director in vir- 
tue of being an alumnus” [sic], and invit- 
ing “friendly and honest criticism.” Mrs. 
Rose responded with a letter, writing: 
“Oberlin was the first college to admit 
both sexes and all races, but you have not 
put her on your Executive Board or 
[Board of] Trustees. You have not admit- 
ted that her education has fitted her for 
this responsible place. If you do not be- 
lieve it, how can others, who look to you 
for their example, believe it.” By the end 
of the year, Harriet Keeler was elected to 
membership on the Board of Trustees. 

Such challenges and initiatives charac- 
terize the history of 19th-century women 
at Oberlin. A final example is from an- 
other alumna, Frances Munson Gleason. 
In 1930 she wrote to Alice Stone Black- 
well, Lucy Stone’s daughter, and told this 
story: 

“In 1879 and 80 I was a senior in 
Oberlin College and belonged to the Aeo- 
lian Society, one of the 2 literary societies 
for girls.... Our Society room had al- 
ways been in the Ladies’ Hall under the 
supervision of [Mrs.] Johnston. It was be- 
coming delapidated and needed repair, so 
we asked the college faculty to allow us to 
meet in one of the college buildings, the 
young men’s [society room, in] Society 
Hall.... We were promptly refused such 
liberty, so we determined to have a build- 
ing of our own, and decided to raise 
$3000 in 3 years, then give it to the faculty 
and ask them to raise $7000 more to build 
a $10,000 building, which would have an 
art gallery above and our society rooms 
below. My sisier ... Nettie... (a class- 
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mate also), Susie Kendall Blanchard and | 
raised the first $30... among the Oberlin 
business men. Our next effort was to raise 
the money among the Alumnae of our So- 
ciety. We divided the names and your 
mother’s name was on my list to be writ- 
ten to. .. . we raised the money, offered it 
to the college faculty and Sturgis Hall was 
built. After that...the girls thereafter 
were allowed freedom to meet, as the 
boys had done for years, not under the 
immediate eye of the Dean. Our very first 
timid assertion of Women’s rights. Lucy 
Stone’s mantle had fallen on us.” 


Recent Developments 

Twentieth century Oberlin women’s his- 
tory, when written, will provide new 
chapters detailing gains made by women 
for equal education and institutional rec- 
ognition. One of the most recent is the de- 
velopment of the Women’s Studies Pro- 
gram. In the mid 1970s women students 
searching for courses to deepen their un- 
derstanding of issues raised by the new 
women’s movement began developing 
such offerings themselves in Oberlin’s Ex- 
perimental College Program. Their effort 
brought forth support from women fac- 
ulty members and others, including some 
men faculty members, who worked deter- 
minedly to incorporate occasional 
courses on women into the regular curric- 
ulum, ranging from history and sociology 
to art and literature. By 1980, an orga- 
nized Women’s Studies Committee began 
to sponsor its own interdisciplinary 
course, An Introduction to Women’s Stud- 
ies, and in 1983, special presidential fund- 
ing made possible the creation of a tempo- 
rary faculty position in women’s studies. 
Through the coalition of students, faculty, 
and others, this position became a perma- 
nent part of the College, and, this fall, the 
Oberlin faculty includes the first person 
hired into a continuing appointment in 


women’s studies, Assistant Professor 
Chandra Mohanty. In addition, a broad ar- 
ray of regularly offered courses in a sub- 
stantial number of departments attests to 
the fruits of women’s efforts to further 
women’s studies scholarship and teaching 
on campus; this year 20 courses for wom- 
en’s studies credit will be taught, further- 
ing the understanding of women’s issues, 
women’s scholarship, and gender analysis 
on the campus where coeducation first 
began. 

Fifty years ago Oberlin celebrated the 
100th anniversary of coeducation by 
building and dedicating a monument 
called the Gateway to Coeducation, to 
mark the entrance of women into college 
education. Located between the Allen 
Memorial Art Museum and what is now 
Hall Auditorium, it was to stand at the en- 
trance to an amphitheater that was never 
built. Today, the spot generates an open- 
ended, unfinished feeling that is both fit- 
ting and moving. For what Oberlin 
women initiated 150 years ago is still 
growing, changing, and still far from fin- 
ished. (1 


Marlene Deahl Merrill is an affiliate 
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spring for the Women’s Studies Program 
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History Carol Lasser, is Friends and Sis- 
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Success According to Michael Morgan 


by Emily Nunn 


Michael Morgan ‘79, Affiliate Artists Assis- 
tant Conductor of the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra, is not one to complain about 
hardships endured on the long road to 
success. In fact, the road for Morgan has 
been considerably short, and he can re- 
call few hardships at all. 

Morgan says there are strikes against 
him as a young conductor, an American 
conductor, and a black conductor; this 
does not necessarily mean that people 
will have anything in particular against 
him, he adds, but they may want to test 
his skills more thoroughly before they be- 
lieve in his capabilities. 

Widely acclaimed as one of the fastest- 
rising young conductors in America, Mor- 
gan speaks very little of success per se— 
his goals center on the process rather 
than the tangible products. He gauges his 
accomplishments by “first reaching a con- 
sistent level of overall performance and 
then watching that level rise.” 

The most recent evidence of his ascent 
could have been the plot for a romantic 
movie of the 1930s (“The star has broken 
his leg and can’t go on? Quick! Find the 
understudy!”). Morgan stepped in May 
26—without a rehearsal—for his mentor, 
the then-ailing Sir Georg Solti, to conduct 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra during 
a subscription-series performance. “Solti 
Replacement Morgan Scores Big,” read 
the headline of the May 27 Chicago Sun- 
Times review by music critic Robert 
Marsh. After noting similarities in the ca- 
reers of Morgan and Leonard Bernstein, 
Marsh noted differences as well: “For a 
start, Morgan at 29 is a finer, more experi- 
enced musician than Bernstein was at 
Dien 

Morgan says that he likes being com- 
pared to Bernstein but doesn’t take the 
the critical praise and increasing media at- 
tention very seriously. His reaction to last 
spring’s ABC-TV “20/20” profile that fea- 
tured him directing the Baltimore Sym- 
phony Orchestra (BSO) runs in a similar 
vein. While the segment offered him me- 
dia exposure, it was the BSO performance 
in itself, he says, that was significant, a 
turning point. 

Along with media attention, Morgan 
doesn’t take himself too seriously, either: 
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Morgan is kept in good Oberlin company as a 
member of the Sheldon Soffer Management, 
Inc., artist roster. Soffer, who ts on the Oberlin 
Conservatory of Music Visiting Committee, 
also manages cellist Steven Isserlis SO and 
conductor Robert Spano ‘83. 


“It’s not really for to me to take myself 
seriously. | have been lucky in finding the 
thing in life that I have talent for,” he says. 
“Everyone has a talent, but few people 
discover theirs. I certainly can’t take re- 
sponsibility for such a gift; my responsibil- 
ity is in working to develop it.” 
Morgan’s theory of innate talent is 
strengthened by the circumstances of his 
own career. He started piano lessons at 
age eight, began conducting local church 
groups and his junior-high-school orches- 
tra in Washington, D.C., at age 12, and 
later joined the D.C. Youth Orchestra Pro- 
gram, where he accumulated three years 
of student-conducting experience before 
enrolling at Oberlin. When Morgan was a 
finalist in the Baltimore Young Conduc- 
tors Competition at 16, he says, the peo- 
ple at Affiliate Artists began watching his 
talent develop, waiting for the time when 
he would be ready for an appointment. 
Since the Baltimore Young Conductors 
Competition Morgan has placed fourth in 
the Gino Marrinuzzi International Con- 
ductors Competition in San Remo, Italy; 
won first prize in the 1980 Hans 
Swarowsky International Conducting 
Competition in Vienna; been selected as 
apprentice conductor of the Buffalo Phil- 
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harmonic Orchestra; and been chosen as 
the Exxon/Arts Endowment Conductor 
of the St. Louis Symphony. Having guest- 
conducted over 15 major orchestras in 
the U.S. and abroad—including the Na- 
tional and Vienna symphony and Buffalo, 
Warsaw, and New York philharmonic or- 
chestras—he is one of the few conductors 
of his age to have important careers on 
two continents. 

A strong believer in self-education, Mor- 
gan supplemented his formal training at 
Oberlin by organizing, directing, and con- 
ducting numerous ad hoc student recitals, 
one year being devoted to Bach’s music, 
the next to Mozart’s, and others seeing 
the production of student musicals, cham- 
ber concerts, and solo recitals. “It was just 
a matter of having a supportive professor 
[Professor Emeritus of Orchestral Con- 
ducting Robert Baustian] willing to sign 
the forms for concert space,” he says. 

Leaving Oberlin in 1979—a few hours 
short in distribution requirements for both 
the B.Mus. degree in composition and the 
M.Mus. in conducting—to become ap- 
prentice conductor of the Buffalo Philhar- 
monic Orchestra is a move that might 
have made less precocious talents ner- 
vous. But considering Morgan’s emphasis 
on the educational process over a prod- 
uct, his choice seems not so impetuous. 

“One goes to an institution to get an ed- 
ucation, and | certainly got that,” he says. 

And if his quick move to the Buffalo or- 
chestra induces perceptions of a flamboy- 
ant, talented musician attempting to claim 
success too soon, Robert Marsh’s review 
of Morgan’s performance as replacement 
to Solti conjures an altogether different 
image: “.. . the interaction of the conduc- 
tor and the orchestra ... was an even 
more persuasive illustration of control. 
Bernstein has always been a flamboyant 
conductor. Morgan, in contrast, is con- 
servative, disciplined. ... Solti can be 
overly intense and transmit this quality to 
the orchestra. With Morgan, the thrust of 
the music comes from within.” 

Morgan divides his time these days be- 
tween the Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
and the New York City Opera, having 
made his debut with the latter in multiple 
performances of La Traviata in New York 
City, Wolf Trap, and Taiwan. “Opera is 
much more difficult and technically chal- 
lenging because it incorporates theater, 
singing, and the orchestra,” he says. 
“Most American conductors do one or the 
other, but seldom do both. | plan on doing 
more.” [| 
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Second Hall of Fame Induction 
Honors 1924 Gold Medalist, 
6-Time All-American, Others 


Ten alumni athletes and coaches were in- 
ducted into the Oberlin Athletic Hall of Fame 
at the second annual Heisman Club Spring 
Banquet May 23 at the Oberlin College Inn. 
The new members represent nine decades of 
athletic achievement at Oberlin. 

The Hall of Fame selection committee, 
headed by former Oberlin Alumni Magazine 
editor Phil Tear ‘43, named the following 
alumni to its second induction class: twin 
brothers Edwin and Edgar Fauver 99, Warren 
E. Steller 719, Lysle K. Butler ’25, Daniel Kinsey 
35, Robert P Eshelman °38, Daniel W. (Bill) 
Kramer ’45, Robert E. Shults 51, Christopher 
R. Browning °67, and Richard (Rick) Neal 
Hinrichs ’75. Kinsey, Butler, Steller, and the 
Fauvers were honored posthumously. 

The Fauver twins were all-sport athletes 
who specialized in football. Fast and brainy 
runners, their trick plays helped establish 
Oberlin as a power in Midwestern athletics 
during the decade before the adoption of the 
forward pass. Both coached football at Oberlin 
after graduation and later founded—with J.H. 
Nichols ‘11 and Dudley Reed ’(03—Camp Pemi- 
gewassett in New Hampshire. “Win” for many 
years was director of physical education and 
athletics at the University of Rochester; “Gar” 
held a similar post at Wesleyan University. 

Steller, twice elected captain of the football 
team, earned six letters at Oberlin and was 
voted All-Ohio end in 1919. He usually played 


The Fauver twins, Edgar and Edwin 
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fullback on offense and linebacker on defense. 
After coaching baseball and basketball at 
Oberlin in 1920-21 and at Ohio Wesleyan for 
two years, Steller in 1924 became the first ath- 
letic director at Bowling Green State Normal 
School (now Bowling Green State University); 
he also was head coach in football, basketball, 
and baseball at Bowling Green. 

Butler was captain of the basketball team his 
junior year and captain of the football team his 
senior year. Named to the All-Ohio football 
teams of 1923 and 1924, he went out for the 
tennis team in spring of his senior year to earn 
his seventh varsity O. He coached football at 
Oberlin for 28 years, basketball for 11, and ten- 
nis for 20 or more. Butler retired as Oberlin’s 
director of athletics in 1970. 

A 1926 graduate of the University of Illinois, 
Kinsey was an understudy to “Red” Grange in 
football and won the 110-meter hurdles at the 
1924 Olympic Games as an undergraduate. At 
Oberlin he taught physical education; was in- 
tramural director; and coached cross country, 
track and field, swimming, wrestling, and fenc- 
ing. His teams won a total of 18 Ohio Confer- 
ence titles. Active in many student organiza- 
tions, Kinsey was secretary of the YMCA from 
1934 to 1948, chairman of the town recreation 
committee, and a Shansi trustee. He left 
Oberlin in 1959 to become the chairman of the 
Health, Physical Education, and Recreation 
Department at Earlham College. 

Eshelman won three varsity letters in track 
and was captain of the team as a senior; during 
his career he lost only one race. At the confer- 
ence meet his senior year he tied the Ohio 
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Conference record in the 100-yard dash and 
won the 220-yard dash, helping Oberlin com- 
pile 55 points to outdistance 17 “Big Six” rivals. 
The Cleveland newspapers referred to 
Eshelman as “Oberlin’s Overland Express.” 

Kramer played on the varsity football team 
in 1942, 1943, and 1948, and on the basketball 
team in 1942 and 1943. He was quarterback 
and co-captain of the team that in 1943 tied 
DePauw University in the season opener and 
went on to win the remaining seven games 
scheduled. In the 1943 season he was co-cap- 
tain with men from the Navy V-12 unit who 
had been chosen captains of their own college 
teams before receiving orders to Oberlin. He 
received the M.D. degree from the University 
of Rochester and served as a “Paradoc’” flight 
surgeon in the United States Air Force Air Res- 
cue Service from 1951 to 1954. Kramer has 
been in general practice as a physician since 
1955: 

Shults earned three letters in basketball, 
three in baseball, and two in soccer. Co-captain 
of the basketball team his senior year, he held 
single game, season, and three-year scoring 
records. His batting average in baseball was 
.392 his junior year; before his induction into 
the Marine Corps in 1951 he played profes- 
sional baseball for a farm club of the Boston 
Red Sox. For the past 30 years Shults has been 
professor of physical education, soccer coach, 
and baseball coach at Trinity College in Hart- 
ford, Connecticut; he coached basketball there 
until 1978. 

Captain of the hockey team in 1966-67 anda 
member of the Midwest Lacrosse Association’s 
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first All-Midwest team, Browning earned two 
letters in lacrosse and three in hockey. He was 
one of nine winners of the NCAA’s college divi- 
sion $1000 scholarships in 1967. He won the 
Comfort Starr Prize as an undergraduate, was 
inducted into Phi Beta Kappa, and graduated 
summa cum laude with high honors in history. 
Browning won a Woodrow Wilson Fellowship 
for graduate study and earned the Ph.D. de- 
gree from the University of Wisconsin. He is 
associate professor of history at Pacific Lu- 
theran University. 

Hinrichs, who had never swum competi- 
tively before college, is one of the most out- 
standing figures in the history of competitive 
swimming at Oberlin. He won a total of 10 
Ohio Conference championships in the breast- 
stroke, individual medleys, and medley relays 
and was an NCAA All-American six times. In 
addition, he finished third in the nation in the 
200-meter breaststroke two years in a row. 
Hinrichs, captain of the swim team in 1975, 
won the Mace Fink award and was a member 
of the jazz ensemble, the brass ensemble, and 
the WOBC technical staff. He won an NCAA 
postgraduate scholarship in 1975. 


“We are honored to have the opportunity to 
honor these former members of the Oberlin 
College athletic family,” Joe Gurtis, Oberlin 
men’s athletic director, told the banquet audi- 
ence. “The formation of the Hall of Fame is an 
important step toward establishing the preser- 
vation of the history of the school’s past ath- 
letic achievements.” 


The master of ceremonies for the banquet 
was Bill Grice, former Oberlin head football 
coach and long-time athletic director at Case 
Western Reserve University. 


—Steve Pulver 
Sports Information Director 


Fall Sports 


The fall athletic teams had fared well six 
weeks into the season, and the most improved 
team at that point was the Yeowomen field 
hockey team. With four games remaining on 
their schedule, the Yeowomen, under the tute- 
lage of head coach Heather Setzler, had com- 
piled an overall record of 5-2-2 and a 3-1-2 
mark in the North Coast Athletic Conference. 
Except for the 1980 team—which finished its 
season with a 7-5-0 overall ledger—no Oberlin 
field hockey team has ever won more than 
three games. Setzler, in her fifth season at 
Oberlin, had a chance to lead the Yeowomen 
to the winningest field hockey season ever. 
Sophomore forward Alison Berman (Louis- 
ville, Kentucky), an All-Conference selection in 
1986, was Oberlin’s main offensive weapon af- 
ter nine games, leading the team with 10 
points on five goals. Sophomore forward Liz 
Reed (Wilmington, Delaware), freshman for- 
ward Lisa Longstreth (Gladwyne, Pennsylva- 
nia), and sophomore link Tara Rochkind (Bask- 
ing Ridge, New Jersey), another 1986 All- 
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NCAC selection, were instrumental to the 
team’s overall success, as well. In the nets, All- 
Conference senior goalkeeper Robin Cardin 
(Baltimore, Maryland) had stopped 155 oppo- 
nent shots through nine games for a confer- 
ence-leading .957 save percentage. 

Another Oberlin team making a dramatic 
improvement over its 1986 season was the 
women’s soccer team. Under new head 
coach Jack Heim, the Yeowomen stumbled in 
the early stages of the season, but rallied to 
win six consecutive matches, including three 
straight shutouts, for a 7-5-1 overall record 
(2-0-0 NCAC) with four games to play in the 
season. 

Freshman forward Alice Hauschka (Seattle, 
Washington) made an impressive debut on the 
collegiate soccer scene, leading in scoring with 
27 points on 11 goals and five assists at the 
season three-quarter mark. Senior co-captain 
Betsy Goldin (Miami, Florida)}—former confer- 
ence defensive most valuable player—had a 
fine season, also, with eight goals and three 
assists for 19 points. Other bright moments 
preceding the season’s six-week mark in- 
cluded the performances of freshman Lynn 
Gardner (Atherton, California), who scored 
nine points, junior Liz O'Donoghue (Princeton, 
New Jersey), who scored six points, and senior 
Susan Clark (Verona, New Jersey), who scored 
five points. Heim received outstanding goal- 
tending from the freshman duo of Sonja Her- 
bert (Washington, D.C.) and Michaela Sloan 
(Evergreen, Colorado). 

The Yeowomen needed just one victory to 
equal the record for most wins in a single sea- 
son, set by former coach Ira Steinberg’s 1985 
squad, which had an 8-5-4 record. 

Riding a six-match winning streak, the 
men’s soccer program was flying high; with 
three games to go in the season the team had 
earned 8-4-1 overall and 3-2-0 conference re- 
cords. Veteran head coach Fred Shults, in his 
27th year at Oberlin, molded a strong offen- 
sive club, which was led through the first 13 
games by freshman striker Matt Filner (Ken- 
sington, Maryland) and junior fullback Steve 
Friedman (Bethesda, Maryland); each scored 
six goals and passed for four assists for a team- 
high 16 points. Other strong performers were 
sophomore halfback Scott Endo (Arlington, 
Virginia), with 13 points, and sophomore Mitch 
Rekow (Bainbridge Island, Washington), with 
nine points. This team, with only four seniors 
listed on its roster, had an opportunity to be- 
come the most successful men’s soccer team in 
the 58 years of the sport—by winning their 
three remaining matches. The best season re- 
cord to date was was set by Shults’s 1984 
squad, which has a 10-1-5 overall record. 

Dick Michaels’s cross country teams turned 
in solid performances at the majority of their 
meets this fall. The women’s cross country 
team—although depleted by graduation and 
study-abroad programs—responded well to 
the leadership of freshman Liz Maurice (East 
Massapequa, New York), sophomore Sarina 


Tcherepnin (Boston), junior Laura Vim- 


merstedt (Wooster, Ohio), and seniors Morny 


Flynn (Southampton, Pennsylvania) and 
Stephanie Ewing (Helena, Montana). Flynn 
turned in the best three-mile run of the pack 
with a time of 18:36 at the Case Western Re- 
serve Invitational. 

All-Conference sophomore Chris Kendrick 
(Spartanburg, South Carolina) continued to be 
Michaels’s top runner on the men’s cross- 
country team. Since his arrival on campus 
last fall, Kendrick has been the top male fin- 
isher for the Yeomen in all 20 meets in which 
Oberlin has participated. His top performance 
six weeks into the 1987 season was a 25:02 
time at the Case Western Reserve Invitational. 
Other runners leading Oberlin toward a possi- 
ble regional team berth were sophomore 
James Davis (Rochester, New York), freshman 
Kelly Gillespie (Aurora, Colorado), sophomore 
Nathan Pawelek (Hamden, Connecticut), 
freshman Jesse Malkin (Berkeley, California), 
and junior twins Aaron and Josh Pawelek, 
older brothers of Nathan. 


The Yeoman football team, under 10-year 
head coach Don Hunsinger, struggled on of- 
fense as they started the season with a 0-3 re- 
cord—losing to Thiel College 11-8, Ohio Wes- 
leyan 10-0, and Allegheny 17-6. However, on 
Heisman Day at the College (October 3), the 
Oberlin offense awakened to pull off the big- 
gest upset of the 1987 NCAC season: the Yeo- 
man defeated two-time defending champion 
Denison University with a score of 18-15. The 
following week the Yeomen turned in another 
impressive performance but came up short 
against Case Western Reserve with a score of 
23-22, emerging from the first half of the sea- 
son with a 1-4 overall mark, 1-3 in the confer- 
ence. 


Through five games, senior fullback Jim 
Harrell (New York City) was the main offensive 
workhorse for the Yeomen, gaining 353 yards 
and scoring three touchdowns on 85 carries. 
Sophomore quarterback Dave Smith (Berlin 
Heights, Ohio) connected on 48 of 102 pass at- 
tempts for 562 yards, three touchdowns, and 
seven interceptions. His most frequent target 
was junior split end Jim Tomlinson (Rittman, 
Ohio), who snared 20 receptions for 193 yards 
and one score. 

Senior linebacker and All-America candi- 
date Keith LaDu (Ashtabula, Ohio) led the 
team’s defense with 95 tackles during the first 
half of the season. LaDu set a school record in 
1986 with 201 stops. Versatile senior safety 
Mike Repko (Lorain, Ohio) had a 30.3 yards 
per kick punting average and a pair of inter- 
ceptions as did freshman cornerback Kenny 
Poindexter (Youngstown, Ohio). 

The women’s volleyball team suffered 
through a long season as head coach Pat 
Milkovich has just one player over 5'9” tall in 
6'0” sophomore Nicole Sims (Brooklyn). Ju- 
nior captain Misun Park (Tokyo, Japan) and 
sophomore setter Angel Mortel (San Fran- 
cisco) were leaders of this team, which had a 4- 
23 overall record (0-4 in the NCAC) with seven 
remaining matches in the regular season. 
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Robert S. Danforth °47 
Bequeaths $4 Million to 
College 


The late Robert S. Danforth ’47, chairman of 
Oberlin’s Board of Trustees from 1981 until his 
death in January, has bequeathed to the Col- 
lege the second-largest gift in its history. In ac- 
cordance with his wishes, the estate of Robert 
S. Danforth has contributed $4 million, the 
largest gift to the College from an individual 
since the $12-million bequest of Oberlin alum- 
nus and Alcoa cofounder Charles Martin Hall, 
received in 1925. 

Danforth’s gift will be used to establish four 
endowed professorships in the College of Arts 
and Sciences. The first of these, announced last 
year as the Robert S. Danforth Professorship in 
Biology, has been awarded to Professor David 
H. Benzing. Announcement of the three addi- 
tional professorships is expected in 1988-89. 

“Recognizing that he gained an education 
only because of a full tuition scholarship and 
readily acknowledging that his Oberlin experi- 
ence shaped him as an individual and contrib- 


Allan Bloom (far right), author of The Closing of the American Mind, spoke to a 


uted toward a full life, Bob would feel his gift 
was repayment for what Oberlin College 
meant to him during his lifetime,” says his 
widow, Oberlin College trustee Joan Danforth. 
At the time of his death, Danforth was a lim- 
ited partner in the investment banking firm of 
Goldman, Sachs & Co. in New York City. 


Divestment Progresses 


Following a June trustee resolution (see “Trust- 
ees Vote to Divest of South Africa-Related 
Stock” in “Tappan Square Notebook,” Summer 
1987 OAM), Oberlin College has been divest- 
ing of stock in companies that continue to op- 
erate in South Africa. The College currently 
holds stock in eight companies that continue 
operations in South Africa: five pharmaceuti- 
cal companies, two chemical companies, and a 
manufacturer of office equipment. But total 
holdings invested in companies that operate in 
South Africa—which, before the October 
stock-market decline were just under $12 mil- 
lion out of a general investment portfolio of 
over $200 million—have been reduced by 


packed Warner Concert Hall audience September 24. The next day, meeting with in- 
terested members of the Oberlin community in a Wilder Hall lecture room, Bloom was 
peppered with questions and comments relating to his talk of the night before, “Lib- 
eral Education and the Political Community.” Following the session, some students 
had him autograph their copies of his best seller. 

On September 29 a three-member faculty panel related Bloom’s speech and book to 
Oberlin at a well attended gathering in the King Building. The October 2 Oberlin 
Review carried an interview by senior John Elmore, Jr., with the University of Chi- 
cago professor of philosophy and political science. And in this issue of the Oberlin 
Alumni Magazine (see “Alumni Association News’’) Trustee Jane D. Highsaw ’41 talks 
about Bloom’s ideas and their relevance to Oberlin. 
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over 50 percent in the past year. Equities of 
four companies have been sold since the start 
of summer, and in accordance with trustee 
action the remaining holdings will be divested 
before June 1988. 

The College’s holdings of stock in companies 
that operate in South Africa have been re- 
duced not only by divestment but also by disin- 
vestment. Currently the portfolio includes 13 
companies that have sold or closed their South 
African operations. Several companies, includ- 
ing Exxon, General Motors, Ford, and IBM, 
have turned over their assets to local trusts, 
often with either former employees or local 
charities as the designated beneficiaries. In 
some of these cases the former parent con- 
tinues to supply license and technical support 
to the new entities. Other firms, including Bell 
& Howell, General Electric, Motorola, Warner 
Communications, and Westinghouse, have 
sold their facilities to local or other foreign 
companies and continue to honor existing li- 
censes or contracts. Many of the firms that 
have disinvested continue to finance social 
programs such as legal defense funds, inte- 
grated educational facilities, and training pro- 
grams for new black-operated companies. 

The diversity of these arrangements makes 
any single generalization very difficult. Fur- 
ther, expert opinion of their impact on apart- 
heid is mixed. For that reason the Oberlin Col- 
lege Committee on Shareholder Responsibility 
is reviewing the continuing contact between 
American companies and their former subsidi- 
aries. Committee members include three fac- 
ulty members, two trustees, two alumni, two 
administrators, and four students. Open meet- 
ings this fall are seeking advice from visiting 
speakers and members of the College commu- 
nity who have knowledge about these opera- 
tions. The committee continues to seek advice 
from the independent Investor Responsibility 
Resource Center as well. 

The committee is also continuing its review 
of other shareholder issues, many of which re- 
late to resolutions presented last year, which 
included the request for studies of the use of 
animals in product-safety testing, elimination 
of religion-based discriminatory hiring in 
Northern Ireland, release of information about 
General Electric nuclear-power facilities, to- 
bacco and infant-formula marketing in devel- 
oping countries, toxic wastes, acid rain, and 
the international debt crisis. Last year’s com- 
mittee considered over 30 separate share- 
holder issues, supporting most and writing in 
support of over half. 

—Professor of Economics James Zinser, Chair 
Committee on Shareholder Responsibility 


See 


| he Winter 1988 Oberlin Alumni Magazine 
will carry an update on the value of the Col- 
lege’s investment portfolio.—Ed. 
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College Matches Donations to 
Bishop Tutu Refugee Fund 


In August Oberlin College donated $3100 to 
the Bishop Tutu Refugee Fund, matching the 
amount raised from students and alumni dur- 
ing this past spring’s commencement, during 
which Tutu was the main speaker and an hon- 
orary degree recipient. (Oberlin community 
members contributed an additional $1100 dur- 
ing a Freedom Fund Rally for South Africa 
held at the Oberlin Mount Zion Baptist Church, 
whose pastor is the Reverend Fred Steen ’55, 
57.) Established in 1985, the Bishop Tutu Refu- 
gee Fund aids refugees who have been forced 
to leave South Africa as well as those who 
have been displaced from their homes. 


Oberlin Celebrates Boulanger 


Oberlin contributed to the world-wide celebra- 
tions of the centenary of legendary teacher, 
conductor, and composer Nadia Boulanger 
(1887-1979), by presenting a documentary ex- 
hibition, a lecture, and concerts September 1 
through October 1. 

The teacher of numerous American com- 
posers and performers— Virgil Thomson, El- 
liot Carter, Aaron Copland, Roger Sessions, 
and Philip Glass among them—made a lasting 
impression on American music. She visited 
Oberlin twice during her career to lecture and 
conduct concerts. 

A documentary exhibition in the lobby of 
the main library included books, scores, re- 
cordings, newspaper articles, and photographs 
that outlined Boulanger’s career and her spe- 
cial ties with the College. Pulitzer Prize-win- 
ning composer Leslie Bassett, professor of mu- 
sic at the University of Michigan, delivered a 
lecture, “The Composer’s Craft.” Two free con- 
certs featuring music by Boulanger and her sis- 
ter Lili (1893-1918) were performed by con- 
servatory faculty members and students. 

When Boulanger first visited Oberlin in 
1938, six of her former pupils were on the fac- 
ulty. Associate Professor of Music Theory Gil 
Miranda, who organized the celebration, stud- 
ied with Boulanger in Paris from 1965 to 1968. 


College Hosts Conferences 
on Soviet Studies, 
Latin American Debt 


Some 50 specialists in Russian and Soviet stud- 
ies from universities and colleges in the Chi- 
cago-to-Pittsburgh region converged on cam- 
pus September 11 and 12 for the first annual 
Oberlin Soviet Studies Conference: “Human 
Creativity in the Soviet Union.” Presented by 
the Soviet Studies Committee and funded by 
the Pew Memorial Trust, the conference fo- 
cused on both scientific and artistic creativity 
in the Soviet Union. 

The keynote speaker was Martin Walker, 
Moscow bureau chief for the Manchester 
Guardian and author of Waking Giant: Gorba- 
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chev’s Russia. His talk was “Glasnost, Gorba- 
chev and the Generation Gap.” 

Four other Soviet specialists joined Walker in 
presenting talks: in addition to “The Restruc- 
turing of Socialist Realism: Soviet Art in the 
Age of Punk and Rock” and “Perestroika and 
the Art of Literary Politics” was a lecture that 
examined the paradox that Soviet science has 
been at its most innovative when political con- 
trol has been at its tightest, and another that 
argued that the constraints on Soviet scientists 
have not been as great as generally believed in 
the West. A round-table discussion was chaired 
by Raymond E. Benson, adjunct professor of 
Russian at Middlebury College and former 
minister-counsellor in the US embassy in Mos- 
cow. 

The external debt and the adjustment prob- 
lem in Latin America was discussed by eight 
leading US and Latin American scholars, econ- 
omists, and economic development specialists 
during an October 8 and 9 conference at 
Oberlin. Sponsored by the Latin American 
Studies Program, the Economics Department, 
and the Pew Memorial Trust, the conference, 
according to its organizer, Professor of Eco- 
nomics James Zinser, focused on “the pros- 
pects for a solution of the debt crisis and the 
problems that the Latin American countries 
face in domestic adjustment.” 


Improved Academic Advising 
to Accompany New 
Distribution Guidelines 


The College of Arts and Sciences is exploring 
the development of new academic advising 
procedures and techniques following faculty 
approval in May of a new set of course distribu- 
tion guidelines (see “Course, Proficiency Re- 
quirements Considered, Accepted, Rejected” 
in “Tappan Square Notebook,” Summer 1987 
OAM). The action also follows the May forma- 
tion of anew arts and sciences faculty commit- 
tee—the Committee on Distribution and Ad- 
vising—that was formed to make operational 
the distribution guidelines and to improve aca- 
demic advising. 

Improvements in academic advising are 
prompted as well by the widely held judge- 
ment that the quality of students’ first experi- 
ences in a college is one of the best predictors 
of their continuing commitment, says Ira Stein- 
berg, 25-year member of Oberlin’s faculty who 
is now associate dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences and the person ultimately re- 
sponsible for the academic component of 
Oberlin’s student support services. 

Steinberg, his staff in the newly formed Of- 
fice of Student Academic Affairs, and the new 
faculty committee are focusing much of their 
attention on the freshman and pre-freshman 
experience. At the base of a cluster of revi- 
sions, says Steinberg, is a new sense of concern 
for freshmen and a new sense of campus-wide 
cooperation to improve the way Oberlin treats 
all students. 

The college staff and committee are also 


concerned with improving midterm and mid- 
year evaluation discussions between all stu- 
dents and their advisers and with tracking and 
facilitating students’ persistence to graduation. 

One of the first tasks completed has been a 
revision of the process by which students de- 
clare majors. New forms and instruction sheets 
make declaring a major less automatic, Stein- 
berg says, and clarify students’ responsibility 
for satisfying graduation and major require- 
ments. 

Student orientation stands to undergo revi- 
sion as the Orientation Committee, chaired by 
Steinberg, reconsiders questions like What are 
we trying to orient students to?, How do we 
make students welcome?, and How do we 
help them grow from secondary-school stu- 
dents to thriving college students? 

The reforms are being buttressed both by 
reemphasizing the importance of good aca- 
demic advising and by reorganizing and inte- 
grating the structure of all of Oberlin’s student 
support services, including, in addition to ser- 
vices offered through the Office of Student Ac- 
ademic Affairs, those offered through the Of- 
fice of Student Support Services (formerly the 
Office of Developmental Services) and the Of- 
fice of Residential Life. 


Oberlin Rates Top in Science 


In the category of national liberal-arts colleges, 
Oberlin College’s science program got the 
most votes from the 1329 college and univer- 
sity presidents surveyed by U.S. News and 
World Report (October 26). The magazine de- 
fined nine categories, six of them regional. 

Within the categories, the survey ranks insti- 
tutions for their overall quality. In that ranking, 
as in the recent edition of Edward B. Fiske’s 
Selective Guide to Colleges, Oberlin has been 
restored to a place from which it had slipped. 
U.S. News rated Oberlin fifth both in 1983 and 
this year, in each case behind Williams, 
Swarthmore, Carleton, and Amherst colleges. 

In the current Fiske guide, Oberlin has a to- 
tal of 13 “stars” out of a possible 15 (five for 
“academics,” four each for “social” and “qual- 
ity of life”), up from 12 in the previous edition. 
In Fiske’s first edition, published in 1982 and 
entitled The New York Times Selective Guide 
to Colleges, Oberlin received a score of 13. 

Mentioning the U.S. News ranking at the Oc- 
tober 20 general faculty meeting, President S. 
Frederick Starr said, “We have to admit that 
this is only a beauty contest, but it is still better 
to win than to lose.” 


Robinson Becomes Trustee, 
Philips Retires 


Attorney William L. Robinson '63, director of 
the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under 
Law, has been elected an alumni trustee of the 


College. 
Robinson has served as director of the Wash- 
ington, D.C., organization since 1979. The 


committee was established in 1963 at the re- 
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quest of President Kennedy as a national orga- 
nization of attorneys committed to the en- 
forcement of civil rights under the law. 

An experienced litigator in civil rights cases 
in the federal courts and the U.S. Supreme 
Court, Robinson argued the first case involving 
sex discrimination in employment before the 
Supreme Court. 

Robinson, a native of Oberlin, is married and 
has three children. His term as trustee will end 
January 1, 1993. He is filling the unexpired 
term of Jesse Philips 37, chairman of Philips 
Industries, who resigned in June from active 
trusteeship to become an honorary trustee. 

Philips was honored at a dinner at the 
Oberlin College Inn September 25. George 
Bent, chairman of the Oberlin Board of Trust- 
ees, was master of ceremonies for the occa- 
sion. Speakers included the retiring trustee's 
brother Irving Philips ’43, his fellow trustee 
Thomas Klutznick ’61, and Oberlin president 
S. Frederick Starr. Ohio governor Richard Ce- 
leste was among those who sent telegrams of 
congratulations. Philips joined the Board of 
Trustees in 1968. 


Record Year for Alumni Gifts 


Paced by a major increase in gifts from alumni, 
Oberlin recorded $13,310,000 in private-sec- 
tor gift support for the fiscal year ending June 
30. This was an increase of 27 percent in total 
private giving over 1985-86’s previous all-time 
high of $10,450,000 and represents the third 
consecutive year of growth for the College's 
fund-raising efforts. Over the three-year per- 
iod from 1984-85 through 1986-87, private giv- 
ing at Oberlin has grown by almost 80 percent 
from $7,530,000 to $13,330,000. 

Total support from alumni in 1986-87 was 
$7.7 million, or more than one-half of all funds 
raised. This represents an increase in alumni 
giving of 47 percent over last year’s figure of 
$5.2 million. 

Total giving to the annual fund—Oberlin’s 
program to seek current operating support for 
the college—reached an all-time high of 
$3,549,000, an increase of 18 percent over 
1985-86’s high of $2,998,000. 

For the first time, Oberlin has reached the 50 
percent mark in the number of alumni contrib- 
uting to the College. In 1986-87, 50.1 percent 
of solicitable alumni made a gift to Oberlin, up 
from 47.3 percent in 1985-86; only four years 
ago the proportion was 23 percent. 

In addition to gains in alumni giving, alumni 
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participation, and total private support, 1986- 

87 saw sharp increases in gifts made outright 

(up by 65 percent), gifts from private founda- 

tions (up by 42 percent), and matured bequests 
(up by 35 percent). 

—David Maxson 

Associate Vice President 

Development and Alumni Affairs 


Oberlin Review Wins Award 


The Oberlin Review is one of 19 college news- 
papers nationwide to be awarded the medalist 
certificate in the 64th annual contest spon- 
sored by the Columbia Scholastic Press Associ- 
ation of Columbia University. The Review re- 
ceived 938 out of a possible 1000 points. 

“You put out a professional and attractive 
package,” stated the contest juror, “and to do it 
without benefit of a journalism department is 
outstanding! Your publication is especially rele- 
vant in editorial content, and pictures are used 
as the news tools they should be. Congratula- 
tions to an ambitious staff and its editor.” 

Issues from last semester—when Richard 
Stradling °87 was editor-in-chief and the 
present editor-in chief, Felice Belman ’88, was 
managing editor—were judged on overall con- 
cept, news, depth reporting, features, opinion/ 
editorial, sports, arts/entertainment, presenta- 
tion, editing and headline writing, design and 
graphics, and general operations. In the news 
and depth reporting categories, the Review re- 
ceived all 200 possible points; in the opinion/ 
editorial category, the paper scored 107 out of 
a possible 110 points. 


Visiting Committees Convene 


Two of the Oberlin conservatory’s unique 
strengths—its primary devotion to educating 
undergraduate musicians and its commitment 
to both musical excellence and a broad hu- 
manistic education—were noted by the con- 
servatory visiting committee (see “Visiting 
Committee Formed” in “Conservatory News,” 
Spring 1987 OAM) when it met on campus 
over the October 10 weekend. 

Reporting on the committee's observations 
and recommendations, Dean David Boe, at 
the October 13 conservatory faculty meeting, 
said the visitors found Oberlin well equipped 
to address the needs of students facing uncer- 
tain career opportunities, adding that this is 
cause for greater self-confidence on the part of 
the institution. 

“Other conservatories are beginning to emu- 
late Oberlin—there is little need for us to begin 
emulating them,” Boe related. In addition to 
endorsing merit scholarships, the committee 
recommended, among other suggestions, that 
there be more faculty/student combined per- 
formances, that composition students be en- 
abled to hear their works performed more of- 
ten, that vigorous and expanded public 
relations efforts be made, and that faculty and 
administration celebrate conservatory 
achievements more. 


The art museum visiting committee was on 
campus the same weekend; a report of its ac- 
tivities, currently unavailable, will be given in 
a future issue of this magazine. 


College to Match 
Scholarship Dollars 


Oberlin has responded to a scholarships-in-es- 
crow program for Cleveland public-school stu- 
dents by announcing that it will match the 
scholarships dollar for dollar, at a minimum, 
for students who enter Oberlin College. 

The initial scholarship program, Cleveland 
Initiative for Education, was announced July 
29 by the Greater Cleveland Roundtable, an 
organization of business, labor, religious, and 
civic leaders. Oberlin made its pledge the fol- 
lowing day. The goal of the effort is to keep 
Cleveland public-school students in school 
through graduation. (The current drop-out 
rate in Cleveland is 49 percent.) An amount of 
money, based on a student’s academic record 
during grades 7 through 12, will be put in an 
escrow account each school quarter. An esti- 
mated 30,000 students will be eligible for the 
program, according to the Cleveland Plain 
Dealer. 

“Oberlin College stands ready to do its part,” 
says President S. Frederick Starr, who chal- 
lenged other public and private institutions of 
higher education in the Cleveland area to 
make a similar commitment to encourage stu- 
dents to continue their educations through col- 
lege. 


Museum Grants Awarded 


Oberlin College’s Allen Memorial Art Museum 
recently received two new grants for member- 
ship promotion and conservation study. 

The Stocker Foundation of Lorain, Ohio, has 
awarded the museum a matching grant of 
$5000 a year for three years for new member 
support, to be matched dollar for dollar by 
new members by December 30, 1990. The 
grant and matching funds are to be used for 
the museum’s membership and education pro- 
grams. The grant complements a grant 
awarded earlier this year by the Nordson 
Foundation of Elyria, Ohio, of $30,000 for 
matching new memberships of any category 
and increased memberships. 

The Institute of Museum Services (IMS) has 
awarded the College $9400 to finance partially 
a complete survey of the conservation needs 
of the Allen Art Museum's renowned collec- 
tion of some 3800 European and American 
prints, drawings, and posters. The survey will 
be conducted by the Intermuseum Conserva- 
tion Association (ICA) in Oberlin under the di- 
rection of ICA head paper conservator Gina 
McKay. This grant complements a 1984 IMS 
grant that helped fund a survey and treatment 
of the museum’s collection of some 1400 Japa- 
nese woodblock prints; earlier this year, IMS 
also awarded the College a $53,180 grant to 


assist the museum with its general operating 
expenses. 
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Science Grants on the Horizon 


Oberlin is one of 94 colleges invited to apply 
for science grants to be awarded in spring 
1988 by the Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
in a $30-million program to benefit undergrad- 
uate science education at liberal arts colleges 
and historically black institutions. Awards 
ranging from $500,000 to $2 million will be to 
strengthen biology, chemistry, mathematics, 
and physics programs. Creation of the pro- 
gram, says President S. Frederick Starr, is due 
in part to the two science conferences held at 
Oberlin in June 1985 and June 1986 that were 
attended by presidents of some 48 colleges. 
Conference reports effectively called attention 
to the importance of undergraduate institu- 
tions in training US scientists. 

Other effects of the science conferences, 
Starr says, are the Research Experiences for 
Undergraduates program being planned by 
the National Science Foundation (NSF); the 
NSF Presidential Young Investigator Awards, 
now available to members of college as well as 
university faculties; and the Roe Facilities Bill 
(HR 1905), now being considered by the Con- 
gressional Committee on Space Research and 
Technology. The Roe Bill includes an NSF 
grant program for undergraduate science and 
engineering facilities. 


Andrew Delaney ’42 Endows 
Social Science Fellowship 


A faculty fellowship in the social sciences has 
been endowed through a $200,000 gift from 
Oberlin trustee Andrew Delaney '42, of Hous- 
ton, Texas. 

Supported by a $100,000 matching contribu- 
tion from the Joyce Foundation, the Andrew 
Delaney Faculty Fellowship provides support 
for one semester of research leave and is to be 
awarded each year to a young faculty member 
in the social sciences. 

An Oberlin trustee since 1981, Delaney is 
former president of the Houston alumni club. 
Vice chair and chief investment officer of 
American General Corporation until 1985, De- 
laney is now a private consultant; he is also a 
director of Fireman’s Fund and AOA Corpora- 
tion and a fellow of the Society of Actuaries. 

The Delaney Fellowship for 1987-88 is held 
by Associate Professor of History and East 
Asian Studies David Kelley. He has also re- 
ceived a college teachers fellowship from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities and 
an award from the Committee on Scholarly 
Communication with the People’s Republic of 
China to do research in the PRC this year and 
next on 18th- and 19th-century transport 
workers’ organizations in China. 


Computerized Library System 
Due in February 

The College decided in September to purchase 
one of the world’s most powerful library sys- 
tems, the Geac 9000. The new system will pro- 
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vide an online catalog of the libraries’ exten- 
sive holdings with a sophisticated keyword 
search facility and ready access by students 
and faculty, as well as support for acquisitions 
and cataloging. 

The circulation system is expected to be op- 
erating by February; public access to the on- 
line catalog should be begin in fall 1988, en- 
abling the libraries to remove entirely the card 
catalogs that have been accumulating for over 
a century. 

Two major grants are paying more than half 
of the million-dollar capital outlay: a $500,000 
grant from the Pew Memorial Trust of Philadel- 
phia and a $100,000 grant from the Charles E. 
Culpeper Foundation of New York City. 


Students’ notes 


Senior Eric Fieleke (Winchester, Massachu- 
setts) and sophomore Kerri Hyatt (Grants- 
burg, Wisconsin) have won first prize in the 
recent Graves/Bechstein/Baldwin Ensemble 
Competition sponsored by the Ohio Music 
Teacher’s Association. Fieleke and Hyatt, both 
students of Professor of Pianoforte Peter Ta- 
kacs, were awarded $1000 for their two-piano, 
four-hand performance. ... Senior Karen P. 
Mattox (Winnetka, Illinois) is the first Clara 
Hoffberger Lebovitz intern of Washington, 


D.C.’s National Museum of Women in the Arts. 
Her duties include assisting the museum’s cu- 
rator of education and undertaking special re- 
search projects. An art history major, Mattox 
has worked with the docent program of the 
Allen Memorial Art Museum.... Senior Va- 
lencia Smith (Cleveland Heights) has re- 
ceived a scholarship to attend the Operation 
Enterprise Program in Hamilton, New York, a 
program for young adults organized by the 
American Management Association. Nomi- 
nated as one of top 10 outstanding leaders at 
Oberlin, Smith, a mathematics major, is a 
member of Oberlin’s Forum Board, Black Stu- 
dent Business Organization, Educational Poli- 
cies Committee, Student Finance Committee, 
Student Admissions Committee, and Math Ma- 
jors Committee. . . . In October Oberlin’s The- 
ater Program presented a student cast in The 
Triumphant Return of Blackbird Flynt, a one- 
act play by senior Peter Ullian (Lexington, 
Massachusetts). The production, directed by 
Assistant Professor of Theater James DePaul, 
is the College's entry this season in the Ameri- 
can College Theatre Festival. Last year the 
play was given a stage reading in the Cleve- 
land Public Theater (CPT) fourth Festival of 
New Plays and, later, a full CPT stage produc- 
tion.... Senior Andrea Volpe (Rochester, 
New York) has been selected as a representa- 
tive to the US Military Academy’s 1987 Stu- 
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Robert H. Bork’s nomination to the Supreme Court elicited from students a serious 


response with a sense of humor. In “The People ’s Court for Robert Bork: The Case of 
the Missing Liberties”’—a September 25 mock trial sponsored by the Oberlin Coalition 
against Bork—student “lawyers” cross-examined a Brobdingnagian Bork (a puppet, 


really) on gay rights, aborti 


ion, women’s rights, and civil liberties in general. The event 


was held to publicize the students’ opposition to Bork’s nomination and to motivate 


others to actively oppose the nominatio 


n. Coordinated by junior Rick Sperling and 


supported by eight campus groups, the production played in Wilder Bowl to a crowd 


of about 200. 
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dent Conference on United States Affairs, dur- 
ing which participants will assess how the US 
leadership role of the postwar era has been al- 
tered by political, military, and economic 
changes since the 1960s. . . . Five students are 
interning in investment banking and govern- 
mental financing during the year at the First 
Boston Corporation. Seniors Meghan Burke 
(Potomac, Maryland) and Rebecca Plaut 
(Amherst, Massachusetts) are working with 
Mark Ferber ’74, New England resident man- 
ager for the First Boston Corporation. Seniors 
Beth DeSombre (Oak Park, Illinois) and 
Michael Sorrell (Chicago) and sophomore 
Tammy Eng (Paramus, New Jersey) are work- 
ing in First Boston’s Cleveland office. The stu- 
dents will also complete research projects for 
academic credit under faculty supervision. . . . 
The Oberlin Obertones, a male-student close 
harmony a cappella group, toured various col- 
lege campuses in October to perform with sim- 
ilar groups, including the University of Penn- 
sylvania Pennyloafers, the Harvard Din and 
Tonics, the Smith College Notables, and Skip 
Doowop and the Humtones of Haverford Col- 
lege, among others. 


Faculty Notes 


Danforth Professor of Biology David H. Benz- 
ing co-organized and participated in a sympo- 
sium, The Physioecology of Vascular Epi- 
phytes, at the Seventh International Botanical 
Congress in Berlin in July. . . . The National Sci- 
ence Foundation has awarded Associate Pro- 
fessor of Biology Mark Braford an additional 
$52,000 to support his project, “Vertebrate Tel- 
encephalic Organization: Actinopterygians.” 
The award is part of a three-year grant totaling 
$156,000.... Jazz trumpeter Donaldson 
Byrd, visiting professor of jazz studies, per- 
formed in June at New York City’s Blue Note 
club. Part of his performance consisted of syn- 
thesizer passages composed by Michael 
Daugherty, professor of composition and mu- 
sic theory. Newsday critic Stuart Troup said 
that “The eclectic nature of his musicianship 

. was refreshing and daring.” ... Jan 
Cooper, assistant professor of expository writ- 
ing and visiting assistant professor of English, 
has been named to the new John Charles Reid 
Lectureship in Expository Writing. The late 
John Charles Reid ’35, for whom the lecture- 
ship was named, was an Oberlin trustee from 
1960 to 1982. A tax-law specialist and senior 
partner in the Washington, D.C., law firm of 
Ivins, Phillips & Barker, he had a keen interest 
in good writing. ... Roger Copeland, associ- 
ate professor of theater and dance, was named 
one of two Rockefeller Foundation fellows in 
theater for 1988. He will be in residence at the 
Theatre Communications Group in New York 
City, serve on the editorial board of its Amert- 
can Theatre magazine, and work on a book he 
is writing on the interaction of theater and the 
art world. .. . “I Wish They All Could Be. . .,” a 
piece by Associate Professor of Music Theory 
and Technology Conrad Cummings based 
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on chord progressions from music by the 
Beach Boys, was the score for a new ballet by 
Brenda Way, former member of the Oberlin 
dance faculty and artistic director of the San 
Francisco-based Oberlin Dance Company. The 
ballet, commissioned by the Oakland Ballet 
under a grant from the National Choreogra- 
phy Project, premiered September 20. Cum- 
mings’s “Fanfare-Introduction,” commissioned 
by the Canadian Brass for the first annual Clas- 
sical Music Records Awards, received its 
Carnegie Hall debut at the September 22 cere- 
mony. On leave this year, Cummings is in New 
York City forming an electronic-music ensem- 
ble, the Cummings Ensemble, and working on 
a concert of songs for its April 1988 New York 
City debut. .. . On research status in 1986-87, 
Professor of Music Theory Warren Darcy 
went to Bayreuth, West Germany, and to 
Princeton University to research a book-length 
analytical study of Das Rheingold, the first op- 
era in the Ring Cycle.... For their work as 
editors of Field, the poetry magazine pub- 
lished by the College, Stuart Friebert, profes- 
sor of creative writing, and David Young, 
Longman Professor of English, received from 
Northern Ohio Live magazine a 1986-87 
award of achievement, honorable mention, in 
the belles lettres category. The magazine gives 
the annual awards in 20 categories, including 
film, architecture, cuisine, theater, and visual 
arts, ‘to salute the men and women... who 
have made Northern Ohio an even better 
place to live.” Friebert and Young also re- 
ceived a 1987 Citation of Achievement from 
the Coordinating Council of Literary Maga- 
zines for Field. . . . In October Daniel Gould- 
ing, professor of film studies and theater arts, 
delivered the opening remarks at the Washing- 
ton, D.C., pre-public premiere of an American 
Film Institute festival of 17 Yugoslav feature 
films; the festival opened simultaneously at the 
Kennedy Center for performing Arts in Wash- 
ington, D.C., and at the Cleveland Cinema- 
teque, Cleveland Institute for the Arts. After 
the September 12 public opening of the festival 
at the Cleveland Cinemateque, Goulding 
joined a panel of three Yugoslav film directors 
to comment on the films and answer questions 
from the audience. ... Assistant Professor of 
Art Jeffrey Hamburger last spring received 
two awards for his Ph.D. dissertation from the 
Yale University graduate school: the Francis 
Blanshard Fellowship Fund prize for “the out- 
standing dissertation submitted to the History 
of Art Department” and the Theron Rockwell 
Field prize for “a poetic, literary or religious 
work.” Hamburger’s dissertation is titled “The 
Rothschild Canticles (Yale University, Beinecke 
Rare Book and Manuscript Library, MS 404): 
Art and Mysticism in Flanders and the Rhine- 
land ca. 1300.” . . . An article by Houck Profes- 
sor of History Clayton Koppes that appeared 
in the September 1986 issue of the Journal of 
American History, has received the 1986 Covert 
Award in Mass Communications History from 
the history division of the Association for Edu- 
cation in Journalism. Titled “Blacks, Loyalty, 
and Motion-Picture Propaganda in World War 


II,” the article was coauthored with Gregory D. 
Black.... Assistant Professor of Sociology 
William Marsiglio served recently on an ad- 
visory panel to a national survey of adolescent 
males’ contraceptive use. The survey, spon- 
sored by the National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development, is to be conducted 
next spring. ... This summer Lawrence Mc- 
Donald, professor of clarinet, performed as 
principal clarinetist with the Boston Early Mu- 
sic Festival Orchestra in Boston’s Jordan Hall; 
participated as principal clarinetist in the 
Smithsonian Chamber Orchestra’s recording 
of Beethoven’s First and Second symphonies; 
and appeared at Avery Fisher Hall in New 
York’s Lincoln Center during the Mostly Mo- 
zart Festival, at Washington, D.C.’s Kennedy 
Center, and at Chicago’s Ravinia Festival. The 
summer issue of The Clarinet reviewed the 
1986 Smithsonian Recordings release of Mo- 
zart’s Clarinet Concerto, Clarinet Quintet, and 
“Kegelstatt Trio,” saying that “. .. McDonald's 
performances are nothing short of phenome- 
nal.” ... Professor of Sociology Albert 
McQueen served for two years on the pro- 
gram committee for the 1987 convention of 
the American Sociological Association (ASA), 
held in Chicago in August. The theme of the 
convention was “Cross-National Research in 
Sociology.” McQueen organized and chaired 
two special ASA convention-wide sessions, 
“American Sociology and the Study of Interna- 
tional Conflict, War, and Peace: A Sociology of 
Neglect?” and “Ethnicity, Poverty, and Family 
Structure in the Inner City.” He was also a dis- 
cussant in the second of the two sessions. Dur- 
ing the convention, McQueen introduced the 
president of the ASA, Melvin L. Kohn, on the 
occasion of his presidential address. ... In 
France this July Professor of Singing Richard 
Miller presented the keynote address at the 
first International Congress of Teachers of 
Singing in Strasbourg. He also conducted 
sessions in vocal pedagogy at the Strasbourg 
Conservatory, master classes at the Colmar 
Conservatory of Music, and master classes— 
sponsored by the French Ministry of Culture— 
for young professionals and their teachers at 
the Opéra Comique in Paris. Miller also was on 
the faculty and gave a master class at the an- 
nual Juilliard symposium on the care of the 
professional voice. ... Gary Nelson, associ- 
ate professor of music theory and technology, 
presented lectures on interactive computer- 
music performance and concerts of his own 
music this fall in New England. In September 
he gave a lecture and concert at the University 
of Lowell (Massachusetts) and presented a pa- 
per as guest of the Boston Computer Society at 
their day-long conference on computers and 
music—where two of his new compositions, 
“Ice Maidens” and “Variations on a Theme 
(and Process) of Frederic Rzewski,” were fea- 
tured. Earlier Nelson performed several of his 
compositions for computer and Midi-horn at 
the San Antonio (Texas) Third Coast New Mu- 
sic Festival. All of Nelson’s appearances fea- 
tured the Midi horn, which was designed at 
Oberlin and built by music engineer John 
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Talbert. This summer he was chosen as one of 
three judges for the International Horn Society 
competition of new works for the French 
horn. ... Assistant Professor of Dance Elesa 
Rosasco has received an individual artist 
grant for the fiscal year 1988 from the Ohio 
Arts Council and the National Endowment for 
the Arts. ... Joseph Schwartz, professor of 
pianoforte and former chair of the Piano De- 
partment has been named Robert W. Wheeler 
Professor in Performance. . . . Professor of Mu- 
sic Education Priscilla Smith last year con- 
ducted an on-camera and voice-over presenta- 
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1986... AVERY GOOD YEAR TO GIVE 


Last year, Oberlin, like just about every other college, was trumpeting one theme: "This is the year 
to give! This is the year to give!" 


And it was. The overhaul of the nation’s tax laws that took effect on January 1, 1987, presented an 
unusual opportunity to those making end-of-year gifts. Due to the change, Oberlin received a 
record number of contributions--more than $4 million--last December. 


Are the great giving opportunities gone? You may think so, but that’s not the case at all. 


1e Chemistry Department’s 
is Albert Matlin, assistant 
g the summer. 


President S. Frederick Starr was a member 
of a task force that released a report October 3 
concerning the response of the United States 
and other Western countries to new Soviet pol- 
icy under Gorbachev. The special task force, 
assembled by the Institute for East-West Stud- 
ies in New York, consisted of 40 prominent 
journalists, Soviet-affairs scholars, industrial- 
ists, other academics, and former government 
officials. The report was featured in a front- 
page article in the New York Times October 
4.... Starr read a paper October 19 at a Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technology—Harvard 
seminar titled “New Communications Technol- 
ogies and Civil Society in the USSR.” .. . . Starr 
delivered a lecture, “Culture and Values in Gor- 
bachev’s Russia” October 28 at the Museum of 
Natural History in Washington, D.C., as part of 
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sory board. baumann was cnair ana commen- 
tator of a session at the Society of American 
Archivists’ September meeting in New York 
City. .. . “Collection Development for English 
and American Literature: An Overview,” by 
Associate Librarian Eric Carpenter, is the 
lead essay in the latest volume of the Associa- 
tion of College and Research Libraries’ Publi- 
cations in Librarianship series. . . . William J. 
Chiego, director of the Allen Memorial Art 
Museum, has been elected to associate mem- 
bership in the Art Museum Directors Associa- 
tion. Chiego has been invited to co-chair the 
Museum Liaison Committee for the Midwest 
Art History Society with George S. Keyes M.A. 
68, curator of paintings at the Minneapolis In- 
stitute of Arts... . Clark Drummond, assoc'- 
ate dean of students and coordinator of stu- 


has been appointed to the con- 

m committee of the Association 

ns—International for its 75th an- 

2rence to be held in Columbus 

.... Director of Career Devel- 

‘lacement Lanna Hagge has 

ce president-—college of the Mid- 

‘lacement Association (MCPA), 

1 made up of human-resource 

rom the business sector and 

; Well as career planning and 

essionals. She will oversee the 

college-member committee 

aura Snyder, conservatory 

rian, in June spoke at an 

UHIVINE.! workshop, “Retrospective Conver- 

sion: Options to Consider,” in Columbus. Sny- 

der’s presentation was on “Converting a Spe- 

cial Collection.” . . . Three staff members in the 

Department of Residential Life and Services 

made presentations at the Association of Col- 

lege and University Housing Officers interna- 

tional conference held at the University of 

Southern California in July. They are Ellis 

Delphin, associate dean of students and direc- 

tor of the department; Kathleen Ragan, di- 

rector of residential services and assistant 

manager of housing and dining halls; and 

Janet Stocks, rape-education coordinator. 

Stocks presented her talk, “Acquaintance 

Rape: Institutional Responses,” at the Portland, 

Oregon, conference of the National Coalition 
against Sexual Assault, as well. 
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on chord progressions from music by the 
Beach Boys, was the score for a new ballet by 
Brenda Way, former member of the Oberlin 
dance faculty and artistic director of the San 
Francisco-based Oberlin Dance Company. The 
ballet, commissioned by the Oakland Ballet 
under a grant from the National Choreogra- 
phy Project, premiered September 20. Cum- 
mings’s “Fanfare-Introduction,” commissioned 
by the Canadian Brass for the first annual Clas- 
sical Music Records Awards, received its 
Carnegie Hall debut at the September 22 cere- 
mony. On leave this year, Cummings is in New 
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Yale University graduate school: the Francis 
Blanshard Fellowship Fund prize for “the out- 
standing dissertation submitted to the History 
of Art Department” and the Theron Rockwell 
Field prize for “a poetic, literary or religious 
work.” Hamburger’s dissertation is titled “The 
Rothschild Canticles (Yale University, Beinecke 
Rare Book and Manuscript Library, MS 404): 
Art and Mysticism in Flanders and the Rhine- 
land ca. 1300.” . . . An article by Houck Profes- 
sor of History Clayton Koppes that appeared 
in the September 1986 issue of the Journal of 
American History, has received the 1986 Covert 
Award in Mass Communications History from 
the history division of the Association for Edu- 
cation in Journalism. Titled “Blacks, Loyalty, 
and Motion-Picture Propaganda in World War 


II,” the article was coauthored with Gregory D. 
Black. ... Assistant Professor of Sociology 
William Marsiglio served recently on an ad- 
visory panel to a national survey of adolescent 
males’ contraceptive use. The survey, spon- 
sored by the National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development, is to be conducted 
next spring. ... This summer Lawrence Mc- 
Donald, professor of clarinet, performed as 
principal clarinetist with the Boston Early Mu- 
sic Festival Orchestra in Boston’s Jordan Hall; 
participated as principal clarinetist in the 
Smithsonian Chamber Orchestra’s recording 


PIVIE€ssIVIIal VUICeE.... Vary INTISVIL, adsULI- 
ate professor of music theory and technology, 
presented lectures on interactive computer- 
music performance and concerts of his own 
music this fall in New England. In September 
he gave a lecture and concert at the University 
of Lowell (Massachusetts) and presented a pa- 
per as guest of the Boston Computer Society at 
their day-long conference on computers and 
music—where two of his new compositions, 
“Ice Maidens” and “Variations on a Theme 
(and Process) of Frederic Rzewski,” were fea- 
tured. Earlier Nelson performed several of his 
compositions for computer and Midi-horn at 
the San Antonio (Texas) Third Coast New Mu- 
sic Festival. All of Nelson's appearances fea- 
tured the Midi horn, which was designed at 
Oberlin and built by music engineer John 
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Talbert. This summer he was chosen as one of 
three judges for the International Horn Society 
competition of new works for the French 
horn. ... Assistant Professor of Dance Elesa 
Rosasco has received an individual artist 
grant for the fiscal year 1988 from the Ohio 
Arts Council and the National Endowment for 
the Arts. ... Joseph Schwartz, professor of 
pianoforte and former chair of the Piano De- 
partment has been named Robert W. Wheeler 
Professor in Performance. . . . Professor of Mu- 
sic Education Priscilla Smith last year con- 
ducted an on-camera and voice-over presenta- 
tion of cello pedagogical concepts for an 
Educational Video Series “Clinics on Cassettes: 
Rabin on Strings” video. Distributed through 
the University of Wisconsin Continuing Educa- 
tion in Music program, the video has been 
available since October. . . . The National Geo- 
graphic Society has awarded Bruce Simon- 
son, associate professor of geology, a $23,484 
grant to continue his study of iron formations 
in the 2.5-billion-year-old (Precambrian) Ha- 
mersly Basin of Western Australia. An earlier 
grant covered extensive field trips there in the 
summers of 1985 and 1986; this one covers 
trips this summer and next. Two Oberlin 
alumni accompanied him this summer: Scott 
Hassler ’83 and Kathryn Schubel ’87. . . . Pro- 
fessor of Philosophy Laurence Thomas was 
the first Martin Luther King—Rosa Parks visit- 
ing professor at Western Michigan University 
October 12 through 15. The festschrift that 
Thomas edited in honor of ethicist Kurt Baier 
was recently published in two issues of Syn- 
these... . Emeritus Professor of Sociology J. 
Milton Yinger, along with 27 other leading 
US scholars, has coauthored a landmark re- 
port summarizing what is known about how 
racial ghettos became a basic structural fea- 
ture of American urban society. Entitled The 
Costs of Housing Discrimination and Segrega- 
tion: An Interdisciplinary Social Science State- 
ment, the work was published by the Leader- 
ship Council for Metropolitan Open 
Communities, the nation’s oldest and largest 
fair-housing agency. 


President’s Notes 


President S. Frederick Starr was a member 
of a task force that released a report October 3 
concerning the response of the United States 
and other Western countries to new Soviet pol- 
icy under Gorbachev. The special task force, 
assembled by the Institute for East-West Stud- 
ies in New York, consisted of 40 prominent 
journalists, Soviet-affairs scholars, industrial- 
ists, other academics, and former government 
officials. The report was featured in a front- 
page article in the New York Times October 
4.... Starr read a paper October 19 at a Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technology—Harvard 
seminar titled “New Communications Technol- 
ogies and Civil Society in the USSR.” .. . . . Starr 
delivered a lecture, “Culture and Values in Gor- 
bachev’s Russia” October 28 at the Museum of 
Natura! History in Washington, D.C., as part of 
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M. Andrew Caines ’88 (left) was the first student to use the Chemistry Department’s 


new Fourier transform infrared spectrometer. With him is Albert Matlin, assistant 
professor of chemistry, with whom Brown worked during the summer. 


a series presented by the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion resident associate program and the Na- 
tional Geographic Society. .. . In August Starr 
delivered a series of five Soviet-affairs lectures 
at New York’s Chautauqua Institution under 
the auspices of the Chautauqua department of 
religion. Starr’s talks were presented in con- 
junction with the Chautauqua Conference on 
US-Soviet Relations. 


Administrators’ notes 


Archivist Roland Baumann was appointed in 
August by Governor Richard Celeste to the 
Ohio Historical Records Preservation Advi- 
sory Board. Baumann was chair and commen- 
tator of a session at the Society of American 
Archivists’ September meeting in New York 
City. .. . “Collection Development for English 
and American Literature: An Overview,” by 
Associate Librarian Eric Carpenter, is the 
lead essay in the latest volume of the Associa- 
tion of College and Research Libraries’ Publi- 
cations in Librarianship series. . . . William J. 
Chiego, director of the Allen Memorial Art 
Museum, has been elected to associate mem- 
bership in the Art Museum Directors Associa- 
tion. Chiego has been invited to co-chair the 
Museum Liaison Committee for the Midwest 
Art History Society with George S. Keyes M.A. 
'68, curator of paintings at the Minneapolis In- 
stitute of Arts... . Clark Drummond, assocl- 
ate dean of students and coordinator of stu- 


dent activities, has been appointed to the con- 
ference program committee of the Association 
of College Unions-International for its 75th an- 
niversary conference to be held in Columbus 
in March 1989. ... Director of Career Devel- 
opment and Placement Lanna Hagge has 
been elected vice president-college of the Mid- 
west College Placement Association (MCPA), 
an organization made up of human-resource 
professionals from the business sector and 
government as well as career planning and 
placement professionals. She will oversee the 
organization's college-member committee 
structure.... Laura Snyder, conservatory 
catalog librarian, in June spoke at an 
OHIONET workshop, “Retrospective Conver- 
sion: Options to Consider,” in Columbus. Sny- 
der’s presentation was on “Converting a Spe- 
cial Collection.” . . . Three staff members in the 
Department of Residential Life and Services 
made presentations at the Association of Col- 
lege and University Housing Officers interna- 
tional conference held at the University of 
Southern California in July. They are Ellis 
Delphin, associate dean of students and direc- 
tor of the department; Kathleen Ragan, di- 
rector of residential services and assistant 
manager of housing and dining halls; and 
Janet Stocks, rape-education coordinator. 
Stocks presented her talk, “Acquaintance 
Rape: Institutional Responses,” at the Portland, 
Oregon, conference of the National Coalition 
against Sexual Assault, as well. 
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION NEWS 


Reflections on 
Education at Oberlin 


by Trustee Jane D. Highsaw '41 
The nature of higher education is much on all 
our minds today. A chorus of critics, volumes 
of reports by special committees and official 
commissions, and the 
recent best seller by Al- 
lan Bloom, The Clos- 
ing of the American 
Mind, raise insistent 
questions for all of us 
concerned with educa- 
tion and specifically 
with Oberlin College. 
Bloom's book is par- 
S ticularly provocative, 
Highsaw both about the 
changed nature of the students who arrive as 
freshmen at our colleges and about what the 
colleges should do in four years to educate—to 
civilize, as he puts it—these students. Based on 
my experience in teaching political science at 
the college level, | find myself strongly agree- 
ing with some of his views and angrily oppos- 
ing others. 


Be 


Myths and Heroes 

| agree with Bloom’s judgment that America 
has lost much of its common cultural heritage. 
Most students are no longer acquainted with 
the Bible, Greek and Roman myths and he- 
roes, or fictional characters from Shakespeare 
and Dickens: that rich source of heroes and 
villains, rights and wrongs, diverse types of 
personalities, and symbolic significances. This 
common heritage, nurtured in the family and 
the schools, used to bind our diverse sprawling 
country together. Today cultural illiteracy oc- 
curs among the children of the wealthy and of 
television-dominated middle-class families as 
well as among the poor. 

Few of today’s students have loved books 
and read widely in their childhood and adoles- 
cence. Their acquaintance with literature is de- 
rived largely from required readings in high 
school, readings that are increasingly drawn 
from contemporary and transient writings and 
that bear the onus of a set task rather than the 
joy of an exciting discovery. 


American Political Heritage 

I agree with Bloom’s opinion that most stu- 
dents do not really know the American politi- 
cal heritage of rationalism and natural rights. 
They believe in freedom and equality but do 
not understand the constitutional and legal 
framework within which these principles must 
exist. They take for granted the toleration and 
openness of American life without realizing 
the need for reason and responsibility to main- 
tain it. Bloom stresses the uniqueness of the 
American belief in the universality of demo- 
cratic values. He thinks that our “openness” is 
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too uncritically accepting of all cultures as 
equally good and that we are not sufficiently 
concerned with comparing them and our own 
society in order to strive for the best and most 
just system. He thinks that cultural relativism 
undermines the basis of American democracy. 


Absolute Values - 

I think that Bloom’s emphasis on the need for 
absolute values is quite alarming when one 
considers the many factional groups so sure of 
their possession of truth. However, without 
wishing for Oberlin’s return to the absolute 
truths that Charles Finney preached, | agree 
with Bloom that institutions of higher educa- 
tion must stand for rational choice and prefer 
the better to the worse. 

The need for shared values in fostering com- 
munity in a diverse society has its counterpart 
in the smaller polity of Oberlin College. I have 
been disappointed during frequent visits to 
campus in recent years to hear constantly of 
the “Jewish community,” the “black commu- 
nity,” the “Hispanic community,” and other 
communities and to hear so seldom about the 
good of the Oberlin community. The sense of 
the common purpose of the College is frag- 
mented by the political competition of smaller 
factions. This may be due partly to the failure 
of the College to articulate its vision of itself 
and communicate it to students. 


How to Civilize 

Some of Bloom’s diatribes seem excessive, es- 
pecially with respect to Oberlin students. Is 
rock music the destructive monster he pic- 
tures? Is it true that classical music is unknown 
and unloved by most entering students? | 
doubt it. 

If other aspects of Bloom’s description of col- 
lege freshmen are applicable to Oberlin, what 
should the College do about it? What is it do- 
ing? 

Oberlin’s goal is the ancient one of the liberal 
arts: to inform students’ lives; to help them dis- 
cover their souls; to aid their search for the 
good life. Does an Oberlin education do this? 
Not well enough, in my opinion. 

Oberlin is the envy of many of its sister col- 
leges because of its pure focus on the liberal 
arts, undistracted by technical or career pro- 
grams. But does the College have a clear vi- 
sion of what an educated person is, and does 
the course of study help the students realize 
that vision? The rich smorgasbord of Oberlin’s 
academic offerings plus the abolition of re- 
quirements in the 1970s and the attenuated ac- 
ademic preparation of its entering students 
have undermined any such vision. 

The College faculty has been concerned 
about this and has taken several laudable steps 
to remedy it. Competency requirements. in 
writing and mathematics seek to improve 
these essential skills. A framework of study in 


the various disciplines aimed at producing a 
broadly educated graduate has been set forth, 
but as guidelines rather than requirements, in- 
dicating a certain lack of conviction about 
their value. With a stronger advising system, 
these guidelines may provide clearer guidance 
to entering students. 


Confronting the Great Issues 

But academic breadth only partly meets 
Bloom’s criticisms. He stresses, and I agree, 
that students at the beginning and throughout 
their college years should confront the great 
issues: what is human nature? what is the good 
life? how am I to live? Here I think Oberlin has 
been weak. 

In my day philosophy and religion were re- 
quired, but usually in the senior year in a large 
lecture format. An exciting new development 
at Oberlin is the series of colloquia designed 
for underclass students. These small groups of 
15 students and a faculty tutor could be the 
ideal setting for just such discussions, enabling 
close contact between peers and with faculty 
members, where important issues can be 
freely discussed and strongly argued in a ra- 
tional manner. They should enhance commu- 
nity by focusing student concern on issues out- 
side themselves and larger than themselves. 

Bloom believes that Plato’s dialogues pro- 
vide an incomparably exciting approach to 
learning. If Oberlin uses texts like these in 
classes led by professors skilled in the Socratic 
method, all freshmen should be enrolled. 
These classes could also hone skills in rea- 
soned argument and effective oral persuasion. 
Based on the many presentations I have heard 
students give to the trustees, I believe all too 
few of our students have this capability. 


The Message for Oberlin 

I think that Oberlin does play the role of gadfly 
to society, something that a college or univer- 
sity should do; that it does kindle excitement 
for learning and zest for social justice; but that 
it can and must do better in helping students 
reach their potential as rational human beings 
and citizens of our democracy. 


Jane D. Highsaw, an alumni-elected trustee of 
the College, is professor emeritus of political 
science at Mt. Vernon College in Washington, 
LG 

On September 24 (after Mrs. Highsaw sub- 
mitted her writing) Allan Bloom came to 
Oberlin and delivered a public lecture, “Lib- 
eral Education and the Political Community” 
(see “Tappan Square Notebook”). We hope to 
present a discussion of his speech in a future 
issue Of the Oberlin Alumni Magazine. 

This essay is the third in a series of occa- 
stonal pieces written by alumni-elected trust- 
ees to enhance communication between trust- 
ees and alumni of Oberlin College. Trustee 
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John Dixon Elder '53 wrote “Divestment and 
Morality: A Trustee’s Point of View” for the 
winter 1987 issue of the OAM, and then 
trustee Eileen Tate Cline '56 wrote “A View 
from the Bridge” for the spring 1987 issue.— 
Ed. 


Chinese Alumni College: 
Burdens, Blessings 


The blessing of this past June’s Alumni College 
was the excellent teaching, say the 17 partici- 
pants in the intensive five-day course titled 
“Burdens and Blessings: the People’s Republic 
of China and the Legacy of the Chinese Past.” 
The stimulating classroom sessions made the 
burden of daily homework bearable, they add. 

David Kelley, history professor in the East 
Asian Studies Program who served as aca- 
demic director for the non-credit course, en- 
listed colleague Marc Blecher of the Govern- 
ment Department to help contrast China’s past 
with her present, demonstrating how the im- 
perial period still influences land utilization, 
population policy, political approach, foreign 
policy, and daily life. 

The Alumni College students saw three 
films, recently shown on Public Broadcasting 
Service television, on the rural village of Long 
Bow in Shanxi Province. The non-credit 
course was further enlivened by a trip to the 
Cleveland Art Museum for a guided tour of the 
Far Eastern collection followed by dinner at 
the Hunan Gourmet restaurant. 

One of the two participants who also at- 
tended last year’s Alumni College on com- 
puters reported about the Chinese program: 
“Both more than lived up to my expectations, 
and | look forward to next June, hoping to con- 
tinue an annual event.” Next June’s program 
will concern contemporary art. 

—Midge Wood Brittingham 60 
Executive Director 
Oberlin Alumni Association 


1988 Alumni College 
to Focus on Art 


Art As Mirror of Culture: Responses to a 
Changing Modern World will be next year’s 
Alumni College topic. Art has always been a 
response to the culture in which it was made. 
This is no less true in contemporary times than 
it was in the Renaissance. 

From June 12 to 18, the alumni program will 
examine the way in which art from 1945 to the 
present addresses itself to the rapidly changing 
values and experiences of modern society. 

With Patricia Matthews of the Art History 
Department as academic director, the pro- 
gram will use the resources of the collection of 
Oberlin’s Allen Art Museum as well as those of 
the Akron, Cleveland, and Toledo art muse- 
ums. 

Write or call the Alumni Office with ques- 
tions. More details and a brochure describing 
the course will be ready in January. Housing, 
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in a dormitory or the Oberlin College Inn, will 
be available. Commuters will receive a special 
rate. 

—M WB. 


Association’s 150th Birthday 
Celebrations Set for 1989 


Organized alumni activity began at Oberlin in 
1839 when the Oberlin Alumni Association 
took responsibility for choosing commence- 
ment orators. By 1935—long before the prac- 
tice was fashionable—400 alumni were calling 
on 2000 prospective students. These mile- 
stones and others in the association’s progress 
to its current, wide program of service to the 
college and the alumni body will be celebrated 
during 1989, the 150th anniversary of the asso- 
ciation. 

A committee of creative alumni, appointed 
by the Executive Board and chaired by past 
president of the association J. Clayton Miller 
°30, is planning a panoply of events. Jim and 
Kelly Slingerland Truit '47/'46, Mark Staley 
30, David Hoard ’81, Mary Durling ’57, Kristin 
Peterson '72, Eric Nilson ’82, and Bill Mezger 
"38 are planning special musical tributes, art 
exhibits, library displays, and food for Reunion 
Weekend 1989. 

In addition, Jennifer Thelen ’88 is outlining 
the evolution of that first group of graduates 
who in July 1839 decided to form an associa- 
tion “to cultivate & strengthen friendly feeling 
among its members, to perpetuate the unity & 
prosperity of the Institution from which they 
graduated, & to secure mutual aid and sympa- 
thy in carrying forward efficiently and success- 


William Brashear '68, papyrologist at the Aegyptisches Museum in West Berlin, shows partici- 


fully the great objects of our being.” Thelen’s 
history of the Alumni Association will be pub- 
lished in a small brochure and distributed to 
alumni. 

Participation from all alumni is sought for 
the creation of an Alumni Association banner 
and song to enliven the festivities, so send in 
your designs and tunes. The banner needs to 
be big and bold enough to hang at the Alumni 
Luncheon for the next 150 years (or more). 
The song, extolling the Alumni Association, 
should be appropriate for group-singing at the 
Alumni Luncheon (no high Fs). An original 
tune or an adapted tune is fine—as long as it’s 
singable and has good words. We'd like your 
designs and songs by May 1, 1988, so the en- 
tries can be judged and the banner made in 
time for 1989 events. Send your entries to the 
Alumni Office. 

—M.WB. 


Alumni Meet Alumni 


on East European Tour 


Eighteen alumni (including the Alumni Associ- 
ation’s executive director, with her right foot in 
a cast), three parents of recent students, and 
six friends of the College gathered in the To- 
ronto Airport July 18 with faculty escort Stuart 
Friebert, professor of creative writing, for a 
flight to West Berlin, the first stop on our sum- 
mer tour of cities in Eastern Europe. 

Perhaps the most startling sign of differences 
between the West and the Soviet bloc was the 
Berlin wall, which we saw our first day in 
Berlin. Crossing the border that afternoon for a 
tour of East Berlin, we had two politically re- 
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pants in the summer Alumni Association tour of Eastern Europe some of the pieces of papyrus 
with which he works. Gathered around his desk are Carolyn Locke De Kanter '38, Emerson 
Gravlin ’30, Kitty Narroun Clark ‘37, Professor of Creatit e Writing Stuart Friebert, faculty escort 
Mary Risinger Ziegel 37, Jean Risinger Hoff '43, and Frances Eddy ’36. 
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In Budapest, alumni touring Eastern Europe ate at world-famous Gendal’s restaurant. Shown 
are Peter Racs, husband of Eva Racs, Stuart Friebert, professor of creative writing, Eva Schachtitz 
Racs '46, Christine Molinari ‘82, and Midge Wood Brittingham ’60, alumni director. 


lated disappointments. The visit we had sched- 
uled with the American Embassy was not al- 
lowed by our guide, and our hoped-for visit 
with controversial East German writer Stefan 
Heym was not possible because he was “too 
busy” and “not in good health.” 

We had better luck with contacts in West 
Berlin, and had a delightful visit with William 
Brashear '68, papyrologist in the Egyptian Mu- 
seum. After showing us the museum’s high- 
lights, including the famous bust of Nefertiti, 
Bill showed us his workroom, where he has a 
lifetime of papyrus bits ahead of him to deci- 
pher from the original Greek and Latin. 

After visiting the usual tourist sights in Dres- 
den, we linked up in Prague with Miroslav Ho- 
lub L.H.D.’85, who arranged a reading of 
Czech poetry alternating with four short 
Czech films, one of them a prize-winner at a 
recent Berlin film festival. In addition, Dr. Ho- 
lub was able to get us tickets for the famed 
Magic Lantern multi-media production of Ody- 
sseus, one of the highlights of the trip. In addi- 
tion to being a renowned poet, Dr. Holub is a 
scientist doing exciting research in immunol- 
ogy. He has taught creative writing several 
times at Oberlin, and it was wonderful to meet 
him in Prague. 

Our special Oberlin treat in Budapest was 
the hospitality of Eva Schactitz Racz ’46 and 
her husband, Peter. The Raczs’ neighbors on 
the Buda residential side of the Danube were 
probably amazed to see a huge tour bus arrive 
and 20 Americans crowd up the little lift in 
stages to their lovely apartment. Eva had ar- 
ranged special Hungarian sweets for our tea, 
and we thoroughly enjoyed getting to know 
her and her family. At Eva’s home we were 
joined by another Oberlin grad, Christine Mo- 
linari ’82. She has been in Budapest two years 
doing translation work and polishing up her 
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Hungarian but will be returning to the United 
States for graduate school. The picture of Hun- 
garian life given by the official guides was 
greatly enhanced by the candid commentary 
of these two alumnae. 

—M.WB. 


An Unofficial Diary of 
Reunion Weekend 1987 


It was Saturday morning on reunion weekend. 
Two of us, sporting our red ribbons printed 
“1968” started to enter the Ben Franklin store. 
On their way out, two young guys and a girl 
glanced at us. And took in our ribbons. And 
looked back at our faces—harder this time. 
“Class of 1968,” one of them breathed. 

It was a look I was to see many times that 
weekend: part flattering, part intimidating, 
and totally unmistakable. We were officially 
part of a bygone era. 


* * * 


We were certainly an assortment. I met a 
classmate who for a long time was a private- 
school teacher; a few years ago, when he 
could no longer stand earning $12,000 a year 
and praise, he went into business, and is now 
earning four times as much. And he likes his 
work, which is selling computers. 

I talked for some time with a classmate who 
is doing odd jobs—some quite odd indeed— 
while he slowly takes steps to make a livable 
income using his writing skills. 

And I stood on the fringes of a discussion 
about an alumnus who kills his own meat. In 
California, naturally. 

* * * 

Since I was late in registering, | was lodged 

in East Hall, which still contained some stu- 
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dents. For several hours I felt as if I'd get 
caught any minute for being upstairs in a 
men’s dorm. 

Deciding to use the laundry room, I went 
down the hall to beg some laundry soap from a 
student. He was in his room, on the phone, and 
while I waited for him to finish talking I could 
see through the open door his bar, a neat ar- 
rangement of bottles—Gilbey’s Gin among 
them—on a shelf over his window. 

As my laundry churned in its borrowed 
suds, I considered whether a sudden increase 
in private telephones had any effect on the 


William H. Warren ’48—whose formal 
ties with the Oberlin Alumni Association 
go back to 1981, when he was elected to 
the Alumni Board, the association’s 
former governing body— began his two- 
year term as president of the Alumni As- 
sociation September 20. Other service 
Warren has given the association in- 
cludes chairing its Extended Education 
Committee (1982), serving as treasurer 
(1984), and, as treasurer, chairing the 
council’s Trustee Search Committee 
(1984-86). He is vice chair of the Com- 
mission on Higher Education and the 
Adult Learner of the American Council 
on Education. His career includes five 
years as vice chancellor of statewide 
programs of the University of Maryland 
University College; three years as an in- 
dependent consultant on higher educa- 
tion management, planning, and non- 
traditional programs; and 23 years with 
Antioch College, including service as 
senior vice president of that institution. 
He holds the Ed.D. degree in counseling 
psychology from Harvard University 
and an M.A. degree in education from 
the University of Chicago. His bachelor’s 
degree from Oberlin is in psychology. 
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economy of this small town, and tried—unsuc- 
cessfully—to incorporate into my memory of 
Dascomb, Anno 1964, the image of a bottle of 
gin perched on a shelf above my window. 


* * * 


Oberlin’s one coffee shop hasn't changed 
much, except it now occupies two floors: 
ground level and subterranean. The place was 
jammed when we were there. We had our cof- 
fee—it took almost 20 minutes to get the 
check—and rose to go. When I saw a waitress 
take the stairs two at a time on her way to 
replenish the coffee pot, I was glad I left a 50 
percent tip. 


* * * 


A number of our group mentioned being 
struck—not pleasurably—by an article in the 
spring alumni magazine about the incoming 
class of 1990, which the title blurb qualified as 
“one of Oberlin’s best.” The new crop of stu- 
dents have unusually high SAT scores, among 
other things. The question seems to be 
whether such a characterization of a single 
class does not emphasize competition at the 
expense of imparting a sense of community. 


* * * 


For a while there was talk of giving out 
prizes—in fun, of course—in different catego- 
ries. To the person who had changed most. To 
the person who'd changed least. (“Even her 
haircut’s the same.”) To the longest-married 
couple. To the shortest-married couple; to the 
most-oft divorced member of a former couple. 
To the person who had the easiest trip to the 
reunion. The worst trip. Longest. Shortest. 
And so on. 

The plan was not carried out, but for a while 
it looked as if every person there were going 
to have a distinct niche. Just like Oberlin, come 
to think of it. 


* * * 


The Saturday night commencement recital 
in Warner Hall was packed to overflowing: 
People seemed to be attending in revolving- 
door shifts, a variegated and mobile audi- 
ence. How extraordinary is the constancy of 
high caliber among these students: In a small 
town in rural Ohio, the quality of perform- 
ance—and of audience appreciation, for that 
matter—is equal to, or exceeds, that of most 
major cultural centers in the United States, in- 
cluding New York. It is Oberlin’s special gift 
that, far from being exceptional, such occur- 
rences are rather commonplace. 


se ok 


This discipline, this intensity of effort, is not 
limited to aspiring professional musicians. Mu- 
sical Union, reconstituted of hundreds of 
alumni, met in Finney Chapel to rehearse Sat- 
urday afternoon. It lasted an hour, just time to 
run through everything once; nonetheless, 
Daniel Moe's face was a study in smiling confi- 
dence. 

Chills ran down my spine when we finally 
performed Sunday; oh, did they run: it was the 
most exhilarating singing I'd done since Col- 
lege Choir. But | was only one step ahead of 
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sightreading, and the concentration required 
for some of the zippier passages of Elijah and 
Messiah kept cheating the chills. By the time 
we finished, | felt as if I'd run a marathon with 
only a day’s training. 

But I would have given anything to do it 
again the next day. 


* * * 


We called it “Camp Oberlin,” the all-day pro- 
gram of activities organized for the kids so 
their parents could attend the all-day program 
of activities organized for alumni. 

The children flourished in Oberlin’s atmo- 
sphere: I was not the only one to notice it. Geo- 
graphically, the place was ideal: lots of green, 
few roads, buildings that, for the most part, are 
pleasing to look at. (No small set of advantages, 
these days.) But there was something else, 
too—a quickness of rapport among the chil- 
dren, even though most of them met for the 
first time there. 

My son is 10; I had not until this reunion 
given any thought to his college education. We 
had all we could do to get through fourth 
grade this past year. Still, I found myself peculi- 
arly intrigued when he said, as we left East 
Hall for the last time, “Mom, I'd like to come 
back here. To live, | mean.” 

Not a bad idea, that. 


—Christine Lord ’68 
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Sylvia Washington ’80, power-systems engineer with Sverdrup Technology in Cleve- 
land; Jacob Gayle ’79, assistant professor of health education at Kent State Univer- 
sity; and Kristy Freeman Woods 77, physician with the National Health Service in 
Chicago, were three recent participants in the Alumni Association's Alumni in Service 
to Oberlin College program. The three gave a panel presentation in the lounge of Lord 
residence hall as part of the GTE Minority Science/Mathematics Scholars Confer- 
ence, sponsored by Student Support Services. Thirty minority students with interests 
in science and mathematics who were entering freshmen at the time attended the 
August conference, the first phase of a two-year pilot project partially funded by a 
$30,000 grant from the GTE Foundation to increase the number of minority students 


graduating with majors in the natural sciences and mathematics. 
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COLLEGE & CONSERVATORY CLASS NOTES 


Graduate School of Theology 
Defiance (Ohio) Coll. Associate Professor and 
Schauffler Chair of Religious Education Richard 
Howard '59 S.T.M in May received an inscribed 
pewter tray from the Schauffler Board of Trust- 
ees in appreciation of his dedication and devo- 
tion. The Schauffler program, originally based at 
the Oberlin Graduate Sch. of Theology, was 
moved to Defiance in 1966. In June Richard re- 
ceived the Excellence in Teaching award from 
the United Church of Christ; one of four educa- 
tors to receive the award (another was Dosia 
Carlson '52), he was given a plaque during the 
16th General Synod of the United Church of 
Christ held in Cleveland... . Retired minister 
Woodrow Witmer B.D. ‘44, S.T.M. '45, re- 
ceived the D.Min. degree this spring from the 
Divinity Sch. of Vanderbilt U. 


1912 


Remembering at Eighty-Eight is the title of 
Elmina Lucke’s recently published autobiogra- 
phy. Elmina was awarded an honorary doctor- 
ate by the College in 1956 in recognition of her 
outstanding career as a teacher, social worker, 
writer, and consultant to governments and the 
United Nations. 


1915 


Ira Gillet, who in 1959 retired from missionary 
work in Mozambique and South Africa, has 
moved to Rose Villa retirement village, a com- 
munity of about 400 people south of Portland, 
Oreg. 


1923 


Retired teacher, lobbyist, and legislator Milli- 
cent Foster was the subject of a feature article 
in the May 3 edition of The Providence Sunday 
Journal. The article focused on Foster’s contri- 
butions to society as a private citizen and as a 
Rhode Island state senator and secretary of the 
Rhode Island League of Women Voters. 


1925 

This fall Russell and Margaret (Clink) Sul- 
livan celebrated their 61st wedding anniver- 
sary. They met during their junior year (Russell’s 
in the college and Margaret’s in the conserva- 
tory) and married the year following graduation. 
After retirement from a career as professor of 
law and, later, dean at U. Illinois Law Sch., Rus- 
sell was a member of the 65 Club of Hasting’s 
Law Sch. at U. California for 10 years. Margaret 
has continued to play cello and piano in various 
chamber groups. They live in St. Petersburg, Fla. 


1927 


While in Oberlin to attend his 60-year reunion in 
May James Alexander Roemer was pre- 
sented a 60-year membership pin by the Oberlin 
Masonic Lodge. 


Sidney N. Fisher and his wife, Elizabeth, have 
moved into the Dublin, Ohio, Friendship Vil- 
lage—“a nice retirement place,” they say, “that 


30 


gives permanent health care.” Their grandson, 
Garrett L. Fisher, entered Oberlin this fall as a 
double-degree candidate. Members of the Fisher 
family have been in Oberlin since the summer of 
1835. 


1932 

Edward Mosher, of Sun City, Ariz., and 
Dorothy B. Fredrick were married July 27, 1987, 
in Fresno, Calif. 


1933 


Allen T. Bonnell and Dorothy Peyton (Ha- 
worth) Bonnell °36, celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary June 14 at the Red Rose 
Inn in Jennersville, Pa., where they were mar- 
ried. Attending the celebration were members 
of the original wedding party, A.C. Hall and 
Betty (Mautz) Neill ’36. Allen is president emeri- 


Benjamin Custer ’31, a librarian at the 
Library of Congress, received the first 
John Ames Humphry/Forest Press 
Award for significant contribution to in- 
ternational librarianship at the 1987 
American Library Association annual 
conference in San Francisco this past 
June. Called one of the college’s most 
distinguished librarian alumni by 
Oberlin’s director of libraries, William 
A. Moffett, Custer has been on the 
Friends of the Oberlin College Library 
advisory committee and will serve on its 
board of governors. 
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tus of the Community Coll. of Philadelphia. 
Dorothy is author of five novels for young adults 
and frequently lectures on writing. Both have 
been active for many years in a variety of com- 
munity service organizations in Delaware 
County, Pa., and in Philadelphia....John R. 
Brown, Jr., honorary trustee from 1963 to 
1984, recently was awarded an honorary doctor 
of laws degree at Kean Coll. in Union, N.J., 
where he was a trustee for 15 years. In 1986, 
Oberlin awarded him an honorary Ph.D. 
degree. ... Margaret V. Duncan continues to 
reside in Rapidan, Va. Address: P.O. Box 145, Ra- 
pidan, VA 22733. 


1934 

In May Ruth Oltman of Frederick, Md., was 
named Honor Award winner by the Frederick 
County Human Relations Council at its sixth an- 
nual Human Relations Awareness Day celebra- 
tion and Outstanding Senior Citizen of Frederick 
County by the local chapter of the Jaycees. Her 
community service has centered on women’s 
groups, including the Frederick County League 
of Women’s Voters, the Frederick Women’s Cen- 
ter Council and the Zonta Club. She is a member 
of the Frederick County food bank, the Religious 
Coalition for Emergency Human Needs, and 
Who's Who Among American Women. 


1935 


Elizabeth Metcalf Pengelley was one of 22 of 
the 28 living descendants and spouses (three 
generations) of Florence (Jones) Metcalf ’01 and 
J. Mayo Metcalf ’01 to gather for a family re- 
union in Pinehurst, N.C., during April. Five of the 
group had attended Oberlin College, including 
four who graduated (in the classes of ’28, 35, '33, 
and '35). The last time the entire family had been 
together was in 1945, when there was only one 
generation and a total of eight in the 
group. .. . John Shaw and Georgiana (Hessler) 
Shaw '36 celebrated their 50th wedding anniver- 
sary on May 8 at the Stone Mountain Inn in Geor- 
gia with their children and grandchildren. 


1936 


During her career as a library cataloger/classi- 
fier Helen L. Andrews has worked at the uni- 
versities of Michigan and Vermont and at Wells 
(New York), Wheaton, and Bennington colleges. 
She is now retired and living in Manchester, Vt. 
Address: Box 116, Manchester, VT 05254. Tele- 
phone: (802) 362-1646. ... Dakota Wesleyan U. 
in Mitchell, S.Dak., recently bestowed upon Jo- 
seph Hofrichter the honorary D.FA. degree. 
“We are affording Joe our highest honor,” wrote 
Dakota Wesleyan U. President James B. Bed- 
dow, “in recognition of his wonderful career in 
music education and performance.” Some 50 
years later, wrote Beddow, university alumni 
still recall the “special ways in which he touched 
their lives and nurtured interests which remain 
intact today. This remarkable man not only in- 
vested his life in his students, in recent years he 
has established generous endowed scholarship 
programs at Oklahoma State U. and Dakota 
Wesleyan U.” ... To Cross the River Barriers is 
the title of a new book that describes the many 
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important and crucial actions of the 181st Engi- 
neer Heavy Ponton Battalion in the U.S. and Eu- 
rope during World War Il. It is narrated by the 
book’s author Brooks Ranney, the 181st’s only 
battalion surgeon throughout 50 months of ac- 
tive duty. In addition to the narrative, the book 
contains 40 maps, a number of sketches, 
170 photographs and il- 
lustrations, reprints of 
engineering and medi- 
cal journal articles that 
were written by officers 
of the battalion, and a 
detailed account of a 
visit to the Buchenwald 
concentration camp 
near Weimar soon after 
it was liberated. Ranney 
says that readers who 
wish to purchase a copy of 76 Cross the River 
Barriers may Call him (605-665-3596) or write to 
him at Box 590, Yankton, SD 57078. 


1937 

Janice Ruth Hume presented a literary reading 
June 18 in the Chapel of the Lutheran Retire- 
ment Home in Jamestown, New York. Included 
in the program were poetry by Housman and 
Shapiro and Sonnet 18 by Shakespeare. Her 
readings carried the theme of friendship and 
love. 


1938 

Albert B. Fisher, Jr., placed among the top 10 
in his age group (70 to 74) in the three back- 
stroke events at the U.S. Masters 1987 National 
Short Course Swimming Championship Meet in 
May. The meet, held at Stanford U., attracted a 
record number of participants (2328)—including 
former Olympic stars—from 16 countries. ... At 
the 1987 convention of the National Association 
of Negro Musicians, held August 2 through Au- 
gust 7 at the Clarion Hotel in New Orleans, Syl- 
via Olden Lee was a featured performer. Sylvia 
has taught at Talladega (Alabama) Coll., Dillard 
U. in New Orleans, U. Cincinnati, the Curtis Inst., 
and the Philadelphia Coll. of Performing Arts. A 
piano major at Oberlin, she has pursued a career 
as a singer, having performed in numerous op- 
eras in the U.S. and abroad. . . . Indiana real-es- 
tate broker William T. Ray was one of five peo- 
ple inducted into the Indiana Academy by the 
Associated Colleges of Indiana in June in recog- 
nition of his achievements in support of higher 
education and in public service. He is chairman 
of the Indiana U./Purdue U. at Indianapolis advi- 
sory board, chairman of the U.S. Small Business 
Administration Indiana Advisory Council, a di- 
rector of the English Foundation and the Indian- 
apolis Economic Development Corporation, and 
president of the Fund for Hoosier Excellence. 


1940 


Part-time professor of music at Berea College in 
Berea, Ky., Bill Tallmadge recently set a new 
world record—for the 71-year age group—in the 
25 kilometer race walk at Long Beach, Calif. The 
old record, set in 1981, was three hours, seven 
minutes, and 32 seconds; Bill bettered it by 15 
minutes, with a time of two hours, 52 minutes, 
and eight seconds. 
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Rutgers U. Justice Joseph Weintraub Professor of 
Law Alexander D. Brooks delivered the 
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fourth annual Joshua A. Guberman Lecture at 
Brandeis U. April 10. His lecture was titled 
“Refusing Psychiatric Treatment: Law and Pol- 
icy.” ... Myriam Johnston, who lives in Wash- 
ington, D.C., is writing the Michelin Green Guide 
of Washington, D.C., which will come out in sum- 
mer 1988. The green guides are Michelin’s his- 
torical and cultural guidebooks. 


1942 

Carolyn Nicholson Terrell is living at 5308 
Knox St., Philadelphia, PA 19144... . Roselyn 
Siegel Lipkis is a volunteer for the American 
Association of Retired Persons Tax-Aide pro- 
gram in Los Angeles. Each year, after an inten- 
sive training in January (in cooperation with the 


Arthur Campbell’s Retirement 
Marked by Honorary Degree 


“I’m still amazed that we could convert 
sagebrush and rattlesnakes to such a fine 
institution,’ Arthur Campbell ’38 told the 
Harvey Mudd College Bulletin recently. He 
was reminiscing about his career on the oc- 
casion of his retirement from Harvey Mudd 
and his recent award of Doctor of Science, 
Honoris Causa, granted him by that college 
during its spring commencement. 


Campbell arrived at Harvey Mudd Col- 
lege, in Claremont, California, in 1957 as 
the college’s founding faculty member af- 
ter serving as professor of chemistry at 
Oberlin for almost 10 years. 


In the 30-year history of Harvey Mudd 
College, a selective science-and-mathemat- 
ics-oriented small college in the Claremont 
Colleges system, Campbell’s honorary de- 
gree is only the fifth awarded by the insti- 
tution. The honor marked Campbell’s re- 
tirement from a career that included 
service as the Seeley W. Mudd Professor 
and chair of the chemistry department, 
dean of faculty, director of student activi- 
ties, and director of the freshman division. 
Harvey Mudd president Kenneth Baker, in 
presenting the honorary degree, noted 
that “...by all criteria, of teaching, of 
scholarly activity, of community service, 
and of relationships with students, [Camp- 
bell] uniquely merits today’s recognition 
as a fitting conclusion to the 30 years he 
has stood, first as a founder, then as a lead- 
ing force in setting the direction and future 
of this college. We thank him sincerely.” 

Speaking of his honorary degree, Camp- 
bell told the Bulletin that had he been able, 
he would have liked to ‘‘cut the doctorate 
hood up and give a piece of it to every 
member of the faculty and all their wives 
and husbands. Because that’s the way it is. 
Everybody has a part of our success.” He 
also gave credit for the college’s success to 
its first students, who, not unlike Camp- 
bell, ‘“‘had to be special people to want to 
come to a college that was just beginning.” 

A former science adviser to UNESCO, 
Cambell has held a Fulbright Lectureship 
in India, a Guggenheim Fellowship in Ja- 
pan and at Cambridge, England, and spent 
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Internal Revenue Service), volunteers in the pro- 
gram provide free tax assistance to middle- or 
low-income people age 60 or over who need 
help with their tax returns. This is Roselyn’s 
fourth year of service in Los Angeles. ... The 
California Inst. of Integral Studies in San Fran- 
cisco, Calif., has elected Eleanor Westerman 
Anderson to its board of directors. The goal of 
this international educational institute is to 
bridge Eastern and Western traditions of knowl- 
edge, bringing a global perspective to all studies. 
Since retiring from her position as director of 
staff development for the Aerospace Corpora- 
tion of El Segundo, Eleanor has moved to North- 
ern California, where she also works with the 
Beyond War Foundation. 


sabatticals at the University of Hong Kong 
and in Nairobi, Kenya. He has written three 
textbooks, 60-odd scientific papers, and 
more than 50 book-chapters and papers on 
education. In 1959 he became director of a 
national effort to revise the high-school 
curriculum in chemistry, CHEM-Study, 
which resulted in a text book, lab books, 25 
films, and experiments used throughout 
the world. Over a million of the project 
textbooks have been sold. 


According to the Bulletin, Campbell's re- 
tirement so far has been a working one: af- 
ter helping update the CHEM-Study project 
at the University of California at Berkeley, 
he and his wife Dorothy “Dottie” Carnell 
Campbell 40 led a tour to Kenya. Speaking 
before their October departure, Campbell 
said he intended to show the tour group 
“not only giraffes, but the human situation 
as well.” Such broad concern is character- 
istic of Campbell, honored in his citation as 
a “chemist; internationally recognized 
teacher; a founder of Harvey Mudd Col- 
lege; a man of humor and great compas- 
sion.” —E.N. 


1943 

Alfred Sloan Founda- 
tion President Albert 
Rees has been named 
to the National Advi- 
sory Research Re- 
sources Council of the 
National Institutes of 
Health. A nationally 
known economist and 
author of several books 
on economics and labor 
Rees issues, Albert has 
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Honorary trustee John H. Gutfreund 
5 1—chairman, president, and chief ex- 
ecutive officer of the investment firm of 
Salomon Inc.—was cited in the June 15 
issue of Forbes magazine as one of 25 
leading U.S. corporate executives who 
“exert a special influence both within 
and beyond their own industries.’’ The 
magazine stated that Gutfreund’s firm 
“reigns as the world’s largest U.S. gov- 
ernment bond trader” and credited Gut- 
freund with “raising $99.3 billion in 
debt and equity for U.S. corporations 
last year.”’ Gutfreund joined Salomon 
Brothers, which evolved into Salomon 
Inc., in 1953, working for 10 years in the 
municipal department. After becoming 
syndicate manager in 1962 and a part- 
ner in the firm the next year, Gutfreund 
rose steadily through the company’s 
ranks. In 1985, Business Week maga- 
zine wrote, “Salomon is the handiwork 
of John H. Gutfreund.... Shrewd, su- 
premely intelligent, cosmopolitan yet 
street-fighter tough, the 56-year-old Gut- 
freund personifies Wall Street in this era 
of performance.” Gutfreund, who was 
an English major at Oberlin, was 
awarded an honorary doctorate degree 
at commencement this past spring. 


served as professor and chairman of the eco- 
nomics departments at U. Chicago and Prince- 
ton U. He has held government appointments as 
a member of the President’s Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisors, a member of the Construction 
Industry Stabilization Committee, and as direc- 
tor of the Council on Wage and Price Stability. 
He is an alumni-elected trustee of the 
College. .. . Cal Rogers spent two weeks in Ko- 
rea in late June and July as guest conductor of 
the Pusan City Symphony Orchestra, an orches- 
tra with which he was closely associated during 
1981-82, when he was a Fulbright professor in 
Taegu. This fall, he is guest conductor of the An- 
chorage (Alaska) Community Chorus; he is com- 
muting in order to continue as a member of the 
Colorado Springs Symphony. In January he and 
his wife, Helen Noxon Rogers, will move to An- 
chorage for six months, during which time he 
will take the chorus on a June 1988 concert tour 
of East and West Eu- 
rope. ... Harry Yama- 
guchi retired this year 
from his position as 
professor of psychology 
at Indiana U. at Bloom- 
ington. Throughout his 
years at Indiana U., in 
addition to teaching, 
Harry held a number of 
administrative and ser- 
vice positions, including 
acting director of the university’s psychology 
clinic, acting chairman of his department, associ- 
ate and acting dean of the graduate school, and 
city-campus coordinator for the office of the uni- 
versity’s vice president. He also served in faculty 
council meetings as an elected or administrative 
representative. Harry looks forward to travel- 
ing, spending more time with his family, and 
catching up on reading. 


1946 


Harry Porter, husband of Jeanne Davis Porter, 
died August 19 from liver cancer after a brief 
illness. 
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Alberta Roon Edwards has been appointed 
staff vice president of planning, public affairs, 
and market development for Schering Interna- 
tional, a pharmaceutical arm of Schering-Plough 
Corp. She also assumes responsibility for the in- 
ternational market development function. Al- 
berta’s husband, Roger, is still working in re- 
search at Bellcore, the research laboratory of 
the seven divested regional telephone compan- 
ies. All three of her children have left home now: 
Jeff has just graduated from the Harvard Busi- 
ness Sch., Julie graduated from Harvard in 1985 
and spent last year at Cambridge U. in England 
getting an M.A. in the economics and politics of 
development, and Chris is a senior at 
Haverford....In the fall of 1981, Joan B. 
Warner returned to her house on 121 Cornell 
Street in Newton Lower Falls, Mass., which she 
had been renting out since 1976. She continues 
to teach in the Newton Public Schools—pres- 
ently, second graders at the Ward Sch. 


1949 


Edith Savage Burton retired from teaching this 
spring. Teaching, she says, was most rewarding 
and fulfilling, but she is now ready to have more 
time for herself, her husband, and her 


family. ... The Pindar Gallery in New York City 
exhibited landscapes in oil and pastel by Bar- 
bara Smith Goodman May 12 through May 13. 
She is represented in various galleries in lower 
Connecticut and New York’s Westchester County 
and has participated in shows at the Hudson 
River Museum, Art of Northeast U.S.A. at the 
Silvermine Guild Center for the Arts, the 
Greenwich Art Society, and the Mamaroneck 
Artist’s Guild... . At the annual meeting of the 
Pilgrim Progress Corp. in Claremont, Calif., 
Mary Jane Spotts Merrill was elected presi- 
dent; she is the second woman to fill the position 
in the 72-year history of the corporation. She is 
past chair of the Internship Program Council of 
Claremont Graduate Sch., director of Greater 
Pomona Valley Housing Development Corp., 
council member-at-large at Claremont United 
Church of Christ, chief fiscal officer of the Califor- 
nia Coalition for Fair School Finance, and presi- 
dent of Californians for Educational Excellence. 


1950 
Morgan Gibson is teaching English at Chukyo 


University. Tantric Poetry of Kukai (Kobo Daisi), 
Japan’s Buddhist Saint—translations and philo- 
sophical commentary by Morgan and Hiroshi 
Murakami, originally published in Bangkok— 
has been reissued by White Pine Press in Freedo- 
nia, N.Y. A son, Christopher So, was born to Mor- 
gan and his wife, Keiko Matsui, last October. 
Address: Gibson’s Shiraume-so #202, 92 Ishida 
Yamashita, Kaizu-cho, Toyota-shi, Aichi-ken 
470-03 Japan. ... Charlotte Jones Price and 
her husband, Glenn, are spending two years in 
Vienna, where he has been appointed to the In- 
ternational Atomic Energy Agency’s training 
program for inspectors in the safeguards depart- 
ment. .. . Inland Container Corp. president Ben. 
J. Lancashire in July assumed an additional ti- 
tle as the corporation’s chairman and chief exec- 
utive officer. The firm, based in Indianapolis, is 
one of the nation’s largest producers of con- 
tainerboard and corrugated shipping containers. 


1951 


Israel Avnion (formerly Sam Feinstein) en- 
joyed a nostalgic voyage during Oberlin’s Heri- 


Caught socializing at a Peabody Con- 
servatory reception during last school 
year were Oberlinians Bonnie Lake ‘52, 
09; Robert Weirich ’72, William Ray ’52, 
Carrie Kellogg Ray °’45, and Daniel A. 
Harris, professor emeritus at the 
Oberlin conservatory. Lake, Weirich, 
and Bill Ray are Peabody professors; 
Carrie Ray teaches voice privately in 
the Baltimore area. Harris is living in 
Miami. 
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1987... ANOTHER VERY GOOD YEAR TO GIVE 


1. Tax rates are coming down again. People who were in the 50-percent bracket in 1986 will be 
in the 38.5-percent bracket this year and the 28-percent bracket in 1988. If you make a gift 
this year, it will be more valuable to you when you itemize your deductions than it would be 
if you wait until 1988 to give. The more deductions you take in 1987 and the more income 
you defer to 1988, the better. 


2. The capital-gains tax is higher this year--28 percent compared to 20 percent in 1986. This 
makes 1987 an even better year to give appreciated assets to Oberlin. It’s one of the very few 
ways that you can avoid capital-gains taxes. 


3. The new tax law eliminated most tax shelters, but charitable giving remains one of the few 
ways to protect income and assets. 


4. Is the elimination of the charitable deduction a roadblock if you don’t itemize? Possibly. 
But the tax benefits to be gained from significant gifts this year may make it beneficial for 
you to itemize, even if you never did so before. 


So, while 1986, the last year of the "old" tax law, represented a good opportunity for you to give 
to Oberlin, 1987, the first year of the new law, offers similar opportunities. 


MAKE YOUR GIFT NOW! 
IT WILL NEVER BE WORTH MORE TO YOU... OR TO OBERLIN! 
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tage Days weekend this summer, when he biked 
the length and breadth of Oberlin for three 
hours, walked its streets, met acquaintances and 
students, and visited Carr Pool and the stadium 
fitness course. It was his first trip back to Oberlin 
in 19 years. ... Former professor of physics at 
Cornell U. Martin Harwit né Haurowitz is the 
new director of Washington, D.C.’s Air and 
Space Museum. 


1952 


Judith Richard Meisner recently received the 
Ph.D. degree in human sexuality from the Inst. 
for Advanced Study of Human Sexuality in San 
Francisco after three-and-a-half years of study. 
Judith says her research is the most comprehen- 
sive study ever conducted on the psychosexual 
effects of penile implants. She is now in private 
practice in St. Petersburg, Fla., as a licensed mar- 
riage and family therapist, licensed clinical social 
worker, board certified sexologist, and certified 
sex therapist and sex educator. Her subspecialty 
is the treatment of erectile dysfunction (impo- 
tence). Judith was recently listed in the /nterna- 
tional Who's Who in Sexology.... Paul and 
Ann (Moyer) Sharff for the past 20 years have 
worked for the Fellowship Community in Spring 
Valley, N.Y., a community of 125 people where 
elderly live among younger co-workers (and 
their children) and participate as useful mem- 
bers of the group. As founding members of the 
community, the Sharffs were present at the sign- 
ing of special legislation by Senator Eugene 
Levy and Assemblyman Sam Coleman that al- 
lowed the community to continue operation. 


1953 

Elizabeth Baldwin Gibbons has been ap- 
pointed pastor of the Browns Mills United Meth- 
odist Church in Browns Mills, N.J. Her husband, 
David Gibbons is senior admissions officer at 
Princeton U. Elizabeth reports that she now has 
a daughter teaching in Massachusetts, a son 
working as an engineer for Bell Labs in New Jer- 
sey, a son in computer science graduate school 
at U. California at Berkeley, and a son teaching 
math in Ntonda, Zaire, as a volunteer for the 
Mennonite Central Committee. . . . Governor of 
New Jersey Thomas Kean in May awarded 
teacher Marion Benson Proud of Lincoln Park, 
N.J., the Governor’s Award for Outstanding 
Teaching. In conveying the award, Governor 
Kean wrote, “Outstanding teaching too often 
seems intangible. There may be times when you 
or your colleagues may wonder whether it is no- 
ticed or valued. | want you to know that New 
Jersey does notice, does value what you have 
done so well this year.” ... Robert Cleland has 
been appointed director of the U. of Washington 
Coll. of Arts and Sciences biology program. A 
professor of botany, Robert has been on the U. 
Washington faculty since 1964. .. . April Snow, a 
play by Romulus Linney was favorably re- 
viewed by Mimi Kramer in The New Yorker re- 
cently. Performed in the 1987 East Side Theater 
one-act play marathon, the play, “A sendup of 
New York decadence and sophistication . . . ,” 
wrote Kramer, “. . . is probably the best play I've 
seen in New York all year.” Romulus’s Holy 
Ghosts was presented this year by the American 
Theater Exchange at Theatre 890 on 
Broadway. ... Syracuse U. Professor of Medie- 
val Art History Meredith Parsons Lillich this 
year was recipient of the university’s Wasser- 
strom Award for excellence in graduate teach- 
ing. She spent July as a visitor at Princeton U.’s 


Fall 1987 


Inst. for Advanced Study and is currently on a 
year-long fellowship at the National Gallery of 
Art’s Center for Advanced Study in the Visual 
Arts. Meredith’s daughter Victoria was married 
last May in West Germany; her daughter Olivia is 
at U. Hawaii working on the M.A. degree in 
Asian history. 


1954 


George W. Harding of Zionsville, Indiana., has 
his own actuarial firm that serves life insurance 
companies pension plans. 


1955 


Citing a successful finish to what he calls “a na- 
tional search for an academic leader of intellec- 
tual distinction,” Tufts U. president Jean Mayer 
in May announced the appointment of Robert 
Rotberg as Tufts’s first academic vice president 
for arts, sciences, and technology. Formerly a 
professor in the history and political science de- 
partments at the Massachusetts Inst. of Technol- 
ogy, Robert assumed his new position July 1. 


1956 

The C.R. Gibson Co. of Norwalk, Conn.— publi- 
shers and manufacturers of gift products—has 
appointed Marilyn Moore Jensen to the posi- 
tion of vice president, publisher. She has been 
with the company since July 1984 as vice presi- 
dent in the inspirational division. Marilyn has 
served as president of the Religion Publishing 
Group, a New York-based professional associa- 
tion for publishers of religious materials. She is 
the newly-elected director of the Evangelical 
Christian Publishing Assoc.... Alfred J. 
Oneto retired in July from public school admin- 
istration, leaving himself more time for avoca- 
tional music and free-lance consulting in educa- 
tion. He finds that there is more than enough to 
do in retirement, he says, and thoroughly enjoys 
the greater freedom that it allows him. 


1957 


Richard N. Knowles in his former position was 
plant manager at DuPont's plant in Niagara 
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A small Oberlin reunion took place in 
April in Sanaa, the capital of the Yemen 
Arab Republic, when Brigadier General 
Mike Pfister ’57 (left) visited Andrea 
Rugh ’57 and Ambassador to Sanaa Wil- 
liam Rugh ’58. Pfister was on an official 
U.S. Central Command visit to the 
United States Embassy in Yemen. 


Falls, N.Y.; he is now plant manager of the Du- 
Pont facility in Belle, W. Va. In a March 22 edito- 
rial in the Buffalo News, environmental writer 
Paul MacClennan wrote that Richard symbolizes 
“the new wave of industrial managers who seek 
to operate facilities in both economically and en- 
vironmentally sound ways within a new frame- 
work that imposes social as well as profit respon- 
sibilities on those in charge.” .. . After 26 years 
(the last 11 as headmaster) at Suffield Academy 
in Suffield, Conn. Kenneth Lindfors is leaving 
to become president of the American Secondary 
Sch. for International Students and Teachers, an 
educational and cultural exchange program that 
focuses on screening, selecting, and placing out- 
standing foreign students in one-year scholar- 
ship programs at American independent second- 
ary schools. His new address: 40 General Miller 
Rd., Peterborough, NH 03458. . . . In recognition 
of his years of exemplary service and outstand- 
ing contribution to the legal profession, North- 
eastern U. in Boston, Mass., has appointed Mi- 
chael Meltsner to a two-year term as the 
university’s Distinguished Professor. He had 
served as dean of the Northeastern U. Sch. of 
Law from 1979 to 1984. From 1970 to 1979 he 
was professor of law at Columbia U. and from 
1961 to 1970 he was first assistant counsel to 
the N.A.A.C.P. Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, Inc. 


1958 

J. Edward Shrawder has been elected to the 
U.S. Affiliated Board of Directors of Equifax Inc., 
a major provider of information for consumer- 
initiated financial transactions. He is president of 
Elrick and Lavidge, Inc., Equifax’s marketing re- 
search affiliate....The Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra, directed by David Zinman, recently 
inspired “one of the great ovations in Lenin- 
grad’s musical history” during a month-long tour 
of the U.S.S.R., according to Stephen Wigler, mu- 
sic critic for the Baltimore Sun. After the Lenin- 
grad ovation performance, reported Wigler, Zin- 
man was visited backstage by Illya Musin, the 
Leningrad Conservatory conducting teacher 
who trained Rudolf Barshai; Semyon Bychkov; 
and Yuri Termirkanov. In addition, Dmitry Sol- 
lartinsky, executive director of the Leningrad 
Philharmonic, invited Zinman to consider a 
return visit to Leningrad to guest conduct his 
orchestra. 


1959 


Peter Lieberman recently joined Radiation 
Monitoring Devices, Inc., of Watertown, Mass., 
as senior scientist. Trained as a chemist, Peter 
says that he is “clinging to the hope that he can 
fool the management long enough to figure out 
how physicists think.” Meanwhile, he is partici- 
pating in research, development, and proposal 
writing for the firm’s line of specialty semicon- 
ductor nuclear detectors and spectrometers. 


1960 


Dickinson Coll. music instructor Beth Baehr in 
August received the Ph.D. degree in music from 
U. Pennsylvania, just in time to take over a year- 
long postdoctoral fellowship at the Smithsonian 
Inst.’s division of musical instruments. Beth and 
her husband, Truman Ballard, were appointed 
jointly to U.Durham in Durham, England, as Uni- 
versity Fellows for the 1988 Epiphany term (Jan- 
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uary through March)....On December 23, 
1986, a girl, Sarah, was born to Erich Goode 
and Barbara Weinstein. Before Sarah's birth, 
while Barbara was doing research on a Fulbright 
grant in Brazil, Erich spent the year acquainting 
himself with the country and the Portuguese lan- 
guage. The second edition of his book, Sociol- 
ogy, will be published in 1988. He is at work on 
the third edition of two other books, Drugs in 
American Society and Deviant Behavior. Erich 
and Barbara teach at the State U. of New York at 
Stony Brook, Erich in the sociology department 
and Barbara in the history department. ... 
James E. Meeks, Ohio State U. professor of 
law, has been appointed chair of the new com- 
mittee on curriculum and research of the Assoc. 
of American Law Schools... . Brenda Schweig 
Louch’s restaurant in Upland, Calif., was re- 
cently featured in the Claremont (California) 
Courier. “Our dishes are unusual,” Brenda told 
the Courier. “Everything is made from scratch.” 
All four of her children—Sophia, 21; Peter, 18; 
John, 15; and Hugh, 14—help in the business. 


1961 

The Federal Labor Relations Authority in Wash- 
ington, D.C., in June reappointed Julius Balog, 
Jr., chief of the Dept. of Labor Industrial Rela- 
tions Services Division, to his third consecutive 
term on the Foreign Service Impasse Disputes 
Panel. He still lives in Laurel, Md., with wife 
Phyllis Turner Balog and their two sons, 
Douglas and Thomas. ... Art and Linda 
Wheeler Lester ‘64 are still living in Ft. Walton 
Beach, Fla., where Art has retired from the prac- 
tice of medicine and is attending law school at 
Florida State U. full time; he is in his second year. 
The couple has three children: Martin graduated 
Phi Beta Kappa from Brown U. and will attend 
Yale U.; Rebecca graduated from high school 
with honors and is attending U. Chicago this fall; 
and Joe is beginning junior high school. “The 
door is open to all classmates in the area,” says 
Art. Address: 813 Wagon Wheel Rd., Fort Walton 
Beach, FL 32548. Telephone: (904) 862-6158 or 
(904) 222-5125. ... Robert W. Moses has been 
chairman and chief executive officer of IVF Aus- 
tralia Ltd. since 1985. He and his wife, Lorriane, 
have a son, Jon, 15, and a daughter, Colleen, 14. 
Address: 10 Pleasant View Crescent, Glen 
Waverley, Victoria, 3150 Australia. Telephone: 
011-613-561-6758....N.Mark Richards in 
February was appointed secretary of health for 
the Commonwealth of Pa. in Harrisburg... . 
Gruzen Samton 
Steinglass Architects, 
Planners, has promoted 
Timothy Schmiderer 
to the position of associ- 
ate partner. Since join- 
ing the firm in 1981, he 
has managed the de- 
sign, development, pro- 
duction, and construc- 
tion of a number of 
prominent residential 
buildings in Manhattan, including the Montana 
apartments and the Cosmopolitan and 
Greenwich Court Condominiums as well as proj- 
ects in Raleigh, N.C., Princeton, N.J., and Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. Timothy is engaged in new work on 
facilities for the elderly....A photograph of 
Merging, a water sculpture by Oberlin Professor 
of Art Athena Tacha, was featured on the back 
cover of the Western Reserve Coll. (of Case West- 
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ern Reserve U.) alumni magazine. Sharp-eyed 
Dorothy Jones ’19 sent a clipping of the photo to 
the Oberlin Alumni Magazine office. 


1962 


Daniel Alkofer has been appointed chair of the 
Performing Arts Dept. at Lindenwood Coll. in St. 
Charles, Mo... . Nancy Fehl Centeno and her 
family enjoyed a post-25th reunion visit with Jo 
Wang Loi and her family at the Loi’s hillside 
home in Lakeville, Conn. In a setting that Nancy 
says was “a naturalists dream (scarlet tanagers 
feeding off nearby mulberries),” the parents 
reminisced while children Amy Loi, 17, and 
Christy Centeno, 5, visited a local lake. “It is a 
great feeling to touch base with Oberlin friends,” 
she adds. 


1963 
<< Carol Dunn Brown, 
since July 1985 director 
of continuing education 
at North Central Coll. in 
Naperville, Ill., has been 
named dean of adult 
and continuing educa- 
tion at the 125-year-old, 
independent college of 
liberal arts and science. 
She is president of the 
Illinois Council on Con- 
tinuing Higher Education and a member of both 
the American and Illinois associations of adult 
and continuing education, Learning Resources 
Network, and Women in Management. . . . Music 
director and conductor of the Delaware Sym- 
phony Orchestra Stephen Gunzenhauser re- 
ceived the honorary Doctor of Humane Letters 
degree and delivered the commencement ad- 
dress at Widener U.’s Brandywine Coll. Sch. of 
Hotel and Restaurant Management and Univer- 
sity Coll.—Delaware May 17. Gunzenhauser has 
been associated with the Delaware Symphony 
for the past nine years. He is artistic director/ 
conductor of the Lancaster Symphony Orches- 
tra. 
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1964 


Lee James Irwin, cultural attache of the U.S. 
embassy in Kuwait, has been awarded the State 
Dept.’s Meritorious Honor Award by Deputy As- 
sistant Secretary Richard Murphy... . Carleton 
Coll. professor of art history Alison Kettering 
has received $3000 from the American Council 
of Learned Societies (A.C.L.S) to support comple- 
tion of her research at the Rijkmuseum in Am- 
sterdam. The award, sponsored by the A.C.L.S. 
Grant-in-Aid program, is Kettering’s second 
from the A.C.L.S. in support of this five-year 
project. Kettering’s promotion to full professor 
became effective September 1....Linda 
Wheeler Lester and her husband, Art (see 1961 
class notes), continue to live in Ft. Walton Beach, 
Fla. She is active in the local Mardi Gras Club, 
Junior League, and Dressage Club. She is cur- 
rently showing her Arabian mare Sassie Lassie. 
Any Oberlin grads in the area who are inter- 
ested in horses are invited to get in touch 
with her. 


1965 


Jon Harger and Tuenjai Juabsami married 
June 27, 1987, in Bangkok, Thailand. Obies in 


The White House in May announced the 
nomination of Mark Edelman ’65 to the 
ambassadorship of Cameroon, the Afri- 
can country of about 8.5 million people. 
A member of the board of directors for 
the African Development Foundation, 
Edelman has been assistant administra- 
tor of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development’s Bureau for Africa since 
1984. 

Edelman’s initial career move prefig- 
ured his present position: immediately 
after graduating from Oberlin, he 
served as management intern and Af.- 
rica budget analyst for the United States 
Information Agency while doing gradu- 
ate work in public administration at the 
George Washington University in Wash- 
ington, D.C. Positions he has held since 
then include budget examiner for the 
Bureau of the Budget/Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget in Washington, D.C.; 
Missouri state budget director; legisla- 
tive assistant to Senator John C. Dan- 
forth; and, most recently, deputy assis- 
tant secretary of the Department of 
State’s Bureau of International Organi- 
zation Affairs. 

Edelman and his wife, Nancy, arrived 
in the city of Yaoundé in August. 
eS eee 


attendance included the groom’s mother, father, 
and a sister. Jonisa stringer for Business Week, a 
translator for the Bank of Thailand, and an edito- 
rial consultant. Teunjai works at the Foreign Cor- 
respondents Club of Thailand. “We welcome any 
Inquiries about Thailand or the region and 
would enjoy contact with Oberlinians passing 
through or staying,” says Jon. Address: 139 Sot 
Lercha; Paholyothin Road, Bangkok, Thailand 
10400. Telephone: 271-3601. 
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Curt Brown, Sr., has 
been elected to a three- 
year term on the board 
of directors of The Epis- 
copalian, the indepen- 
dently edited, officially 
sponsored monthly 
publication of the Epis- 
copal Church. Brown is 
director of public rela- 
re tions for the United 

Rubber Workers Inter- 
national Union. He and his wife, Jody, failed to 
announce their first child, Curt Jr., who was born 
in January 1985. In December 1986 the Browns 
moved to larger quarters. They would be glad, 
Curt says, to hear from middle-aged Oberlinians. 
Address: 737 Evergreen Dr., Akron, OH 44303- 
1525. ... Associate professor of education at 
Gustavus Adolphus Coll. Ann Lydecker has re- 
ceived the college’s Faculty Award for Outstand- 
ing Service, which carries a $1500 prize. 
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1967 


Pediatrician Susan 
Asch is the new direc- 
tor of emergency ser- 
vices at Children’s Hos- 
pital of St. Paul, Minn.; 
she was previously asso- 
ciate director of trauma 
and emergency services 
at Akron (Ohio) Chil- 
dren’s Hospital. Susan 
was recently elected to 

Asch the executive board of 
the Emergency Pediatrics national section of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics and has been 
appointed secretary of the section. ... While 
continuing to teach in the psychology depart- 
ment at James Madison U. in Harrisonburg, Va., 
James O. Benedict has taken on new responsi- 
bilities as coordinator for the undergraduate psy- 
chology program, which has over 400 majors, 
and for a small M.A. graduate program in gen- 
eral psychology. . .. Two weeks before her class 
reunion this May, Helen Dart bought her first 
house. Address: 3130 Potter St., Eugene, OR 
97405....Merry Foxworth Wittey, husband 
John, and daughters Esther, 10, Stephanie, 5, 
and Christina, 2, have moved. Their new ad- 
dress is: 55 Plain St. East, Berkeley, MA 02780. 
Telephone: (617) 823-6084.... Bowdoin Coll. 
has promoted Craig A. McEwen to full profes- 
sor of sociology. Craig has chaired Bowdoin’s de- 
partment of sociology and anthropology twice 
and has served as assistant dean of the faculty 
since November 1984. He will serve as acting 
dean of the faculty during the 1987-88 academic 
year....Gay Parkinson Freeman graduated 
from the Coll. of Human Medicine at Michigan 
State U. in 1982 and finished family practice resi- 
dency in 1985. Currently she is in college health 
at Central Michigan U. She continues to live on a 
farm near Sanford, Mich., with her husband, 
Harvey, and three, now college aged, children. 
... Jonathan Yoder and his wife, Linda, are the 
proud parents of a boy, Russel Ayres, their third 
child and second son, born February 17. Russel’s 
sister, Ruth Ellen, is 6, and brother, Ryland 
Thomas, is 3. Jon is manager of employee com- 
munications for Orange and Rockland Utilities, 
Inc., of Pearl River, N.Y. 
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1968 


Besides relocating to New Haven, Conn., to as- 
sume the position of director of graduate studies 
in international relations at Yale U., Lloyd S. 
Ethedge recently published a book, Can Gov- 
ernments Learn? American Foreign Policy and 
Central American Revolutions....Glenn E. 
Roberts, formerly legislative director to Rep. 
Norman Y. Nimeta, D-Calif., is now legislative di- 
rector to Senator Barbara A. Mikulski, D-Md. 


1969 


William Aarnes has been promoted to the 
rank of associate professor at Furman U. in 
Greenville, S.C., where he has been a member of 
the English department since 1981. ... Wendy 
Simon Schwartz and her husband, Richard, this 
year announced the birth of a second son, Noah, 
born April 1. Their firstborn, Isaac, was four in 
April....Tom Witheridge and his wife, Vir- 
ginia Selleck, both received Ph.D. degrees in 
counseling psychology from Northwestern U. in 
June. Tom and Virginia will continue their jobs at 
Thresholds, a psychiatric rehabilitation center in 
Chicago, where they di- 
., rect about two thirds of 
|. the program. This win- 
ter, says Tom, they will 
be gutting and rebuild- 
' ing their old house in 
Chicago's West Lincoln 
Park neighborhood. .. . 
Psychologist Aline 
“Penny” Zoldbrod 

“= presented a paper enti- 
Zoldbrod tled, “The Emotional 
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Distress of the Artificial Insemination Patient” at 
the annual conference of the American Board of 
Medical Psychotherapists in Cancun, Mexico, 
this year. She was recently voted a Fellow of the 
organization and is a member of the Board of 
Directors of RESOLVE, Inc., the nation’s largest 
advocacy, information, and referral organization 
for infertile people. She continues her private 
practice in Lexington, Mass., specializing in med- 
ical issues, loss, and depression. She lives with 
her husband, Larry Osterwell, Monya, 3, Lev, 2, 
two fish, and two cats. 


1970 

Philip H. Gleason and Mary L. Shendel have 
announced the arrival February 3 of daughter 
Hanna Schendel Gleason (7 Ibs. 4 ozs.). ... 
SUNY-Farmingdale English instructor Bruce 
Henderson recently received a McKean Re- 
search grant from Rollins Coll. in Winter Park, 
Fla., to study background factors in writing for 
composition students....Armena Mardero- 
sian and Ronald Grigor Suny have a second 
daughter, Anoush Tamar Suny, born February 4, 
1987. This year they are at U. California, 
Irvine. ... Medical epidemiologist Arthur P. 
Liang accepted a new job beginning March 6 at 
the Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta. He is 
assistant director for surveillance and epidemiol- 
ogy. ...dt ogilvie in July received honorable 
mention and $250 for her entry in the FAR/Plan- 
ning Forum Best Paper in Corporate and Organi- 
zational Planning competition. Awards were 
presented at the annual business meeting of the 
Academy of Management in New Orleans. ... 
Robert Willard and Jane Hamilton were mar- 


Students at the University of Texas Medical School at Houston in June chose Luther 
Robinson ’70 (above, center), assistant professor of pediatrics and director of the 
Birth Disabilties Center, as the 1987 John P. McGovern Outstanding Teacher. Pictured 
with Robinson are his daughter Ashley, wife Jan, son Knox, daughter Loren, mother 


Jean, and the school’s Dean Ribble. 


Robinson has received awards of appreciation for his work in the Medical School’s 
summer enrichment program—a program for minority and financially deserving stu- 
dents how have been accepted into medical school. He was honored in 1985 and 1986 
with the Basic Science Teaching Award in genetics and in 1986 as the Outstanding 


Clinical Teacher in Pediatrics. 


His research interests are the improvement of prenatal care and the prevention of 


birth defects. 


The Elyria, Ohio, native assumed the position of chief of clinical genetics in the 
’ ° Y . 
Department of Pediatrics at the Texas Medical Center in July. 
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ried in June 1982. Along with their children, 
Benjamin, born February 15, 1985, and Hannah, 
born June 19, 1987, they make their home in 
Rochester, Wisc. Bob and his cousin Edwin Ela 
carry on the Ela Orchard partnership, which 
was shared by Mary Ela ‘25, until her withdrawal 
in 1985, and by Ben Ela °34, until his death in 
1986. 


1971 


Tarvez Tucker and Dick Lewis have a third son, 
Richard Aram, born April 25, 1987. 


1972 

HDTV Enterprises, Inc., the production com- 
pany of television producer Hank Dolmatch, 
this year has produced television commercials 
for SIE financial newsletters, the Palisadium Spa 
and Health Club, World Travel Vacation Brokers, 
and Gold Coast Rarities. Hank also is writer and 
producer of three new videos on the subject of 
socially responsible investing. ... Back in the 
U.S.A. after five years in Germany, Joy da Sil- 
veira is living in the area where she was born, 
grew up, and went to high school. She is work- 
ing as a temporary secretary at the American 


Ralf Hotchkiss 
Follows His Vested Interest 


By the time he enrolled in Oberlin College, 
Ralf Hotchkiss 69 had already designed a 
45-speed bicycle, a six-seat tandem bicy- 
cle, a curb-sensing cane for the blind, anda 
device similar to early auto-focus mecha- 
nisms for cameras that allowed blind peo- 
ple to sense distances by interpreting 
sounds. 

During his freshman year a motorcycle 
accident turned the physics major into 
what he calls a wheelchair rider. 

“Right away I could see there was a lot to 
do,” he says today. A few days after leaving 
the hospital he modified his first wheel- 
chair, narrowing its width by two inches so 
it could pass through the doorways of Keep 
Coop. (Commercial manufacturers have 
since accepted the width of Hotchkiss’s 
chair as the industry standard, thanks to 
Hotchkiss’s well placed suggestions to the 
right organizations.) Not long after custom- 
izing his first chair, Hotchkiss designed a 
“caterpillar stair climber” to reach the 
third floor of Keep. Soon came the two-au- 
tomobile-battery wheelchair—center of in- 
terest in a circa 1970 Physics Department 
photograph—and more and better designs 
have been rolling along from this inventive 
Oberlinian ever since. 

Today Hotchkiss is a worldwide consult- 
ant in wheelchair design, focusing on en- 
abling people in third-world countries to 
build and own light-weight, low-cost 
wheelchairs. First through Appropriate 
Technology International and now through 
the Hesperian Foundation and the World 
Institute on Disability, Hotchkiss trains me- 
chanics and engineers, sets up workshops, 
and writes and distributes information on 
how to build wheelchairs. 
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Assoc. of Retired Persons. Address: 4014 South 
Eighth Street, Arlington, VA 22204. ... Marga- 
ret “Peggy” Dyson-Cobb has had “much expe- 
rience and many gifts in the last year,” she says. 
Her second daughter, Hannah Kelly, was born at 
home on September 4, 1986. Her husband, 
Brantz Mayer, died of a brain tumor at home on 
December 14, 1986....James D. Edwards 
has moved from North Branford, Conn., to 
North Tonawanda, N.Y. and is pastor of St. Paul’s 
United Church of Christ in Wendelville, N.Y. . . . 
A family therapist in the Minneapolis area for 
the past two years, Pat Floerke is moving with 
her family into an intentional Christian commu- 
nity in Statesville, N.C., where they will be “shar- 
ing living space, finances, work, play, and wor- 
ship with 15 other people,” she says. The 
community runs a battered women’s shelter 
(where she plans to work as a counselor), an 
emergency shelter for people who are tempo- 
rarily homeless, and a winter shelter for street 
people. ... Laura Freundlich Muessig, her hus- 
band, Philipp, and their two-year-old daughter, 
Anna Catherine, have announced the addition 
of Will Douglas, born July 5, to their family this 
year. Laura continues to manage the service bu- 
reau of Minnesota’s statewide geographic infor- 
mation system and Philipp is the community de- 
velopment director for their neighborhood in 


He also teaches mechanical engineering 
design courses almost full time to students 
at San Francisco State University, with, he 
says proudly, “nothing but an Oberlin 
B.A.” He’s currently setting up a course in 
rehabilitation engineering that will be, he 
says, the first program in the country 
teaching engineers how to solve mechani- 
cal rehabilitation problems. He will also 
teach rehabilitation counselors how to 
write specifications for mechanical equip- 
ment and how to work in other ways with 
mechanical engineers to find solutions to 
rehabilitation problems. 

Hotchkiss’s postgraduate credentialling 
has taken a variety of forms, one of which 
had its seeds in an Oberlin winter-term 
project. In 1968, during a seminar series at 
Oberlin, Hotchkiss met consumer advo- 
cate Ralph Nader, who subsequently spon- 
sored a winter-term project in which 10 
Oberlin students, including Hotchkiss, 
worked on highway design problems and 
auto safety designs. 

For eight summers—four during high 
school and four during college—Hotchkiss 
served an apprenticeship as a machinist in 
industry. Following graduation, Hotchkiss 
returned to the company at which he ap- 
prenticed to work as an engineer on air- 
craft speed controllers and controls for 
power dams. 

After his year in industry Hotchkiss re- 
turned to Nader’s employment. He had ear- 
lier taken a sabbatical from his machinist 
apprenticeship to spend a summer with 
“Nader’s Raiders,’ and this time Nader 
asked him to co-author, with Nader and 
lawyer Lowell Dodge, The Lemon Book, or 
What to Do with Your Bad Car. In 1971, 
with his royalties from the best-seller, 
Hotchkiss was able to establish in Wash- 
ington, D.C., the Center for Concerned En- 


Minneapolis. . .. Acupuncturist and holistic coun- 
selor Richard Gold spent last winter on sabbati- 
cal leave in Japan studying with shiatsu master 
Kyoshi Kato. Upon his return he set up a private 
practice with two partners at the Pacific Center 
of Health and Acupuncture and soon thereafter 
became a principal owner and board member of 
a new acupuncture college, the Pacific Coll. of 
Oriental Medicine in San Diego. ... Carol 
Kirkpatrick Rhodes and husband Russ have 
had a child, Erik Jonathan Rhodes, born May 22. 
Brothers Kirk, 5, and Mark, 2, “are delighted as 
are we,” says Carol. Russ begins his 10th year of 
elementary school band directing this fall; Carol 
continues to teach 16 piano and guitar students 
at home, play piano and organ at her church, 
and work as coordinator of a Christian natural 
foods co-op. ... Raphael E. Pollock, assis- 
tant professor of cancer surgery at the U. Texas 
System Cancer Center M.D. Anderson Hosp. in 
Houston, Texas, was successful this year in ob- 
taining a competitive renewal of his National 
Cancer Inst. Clinician Investigator Award, mak- 
ing him one of only three surgeons in the U.S. 
currently holding the award. This grant renewal 
will continue to fund his studies on the impact of 
surgical stress on antitumor immunity. In addi- 
tion, Raphael has received separate grants from 
the Houston Cancer Fighters and 


In this 1981 photograph taken in Nicaragua, Ralf 
Hotchkiss tests one of his homemade chairs. On the 
left is a four-wheel drive chair with omnidirectional 
front wheels (““Ezekiel’ wheels,” he says, “described 
in the Old Testament.”) Hotchkiss was written up in 
the May issue of the California-based Image maga- 
zine by Rasa Gustatis "56. 


gineering, an organization that worked 
with the staff of the Product Safety Com- 
mission and wrote magazine articles on 
topics such as mobile-home safety and 
hearing-aid fraud. In Washington he also 
worked with Nader’s Center for Auto 
Safety. 

In 1980 his life took its most recent turn 
when a friend invited him to Nicaragua, 
where he met a group of skilled mechanics 
who had recently become disabled. By 
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the Dunn Foundation. Because of these grants, 
he says, he also has received a Faculty Excel- 
lence Award for the entire U. Texas system. He is 
a Ph.D. degree candidate in immunology at U. 
Texas. ... Composer Edward Valinsky once 
again served as assistant music director of the 
annual Inner Circle Show, held March 7 at the 
New York Hilton. The Inner Circle is a select 
group of New York political journalists who an- 
nually write and perform a satirical review. Pro- 
ceeds from the review—which is attended by 
Mayor Edward Koch, Governor Mario Cuomo, 
and other New York political figures—go to over 
60 local charities. Edward’s composition for 
chamber orchestra Requiem for an Onion Roll 
was premiered March 10 by the U. Southern Cal- 
ifornia Contemporary Music Ensemble. He was 
recently elected treasurer of the League/Inter- 
national Society of Contemporary Music (ISCM) 
for the 1987-88 season. 
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Frances Belknap Lo has been temporarily re- 
tired from her position as a systems analyst and 
consultant since the birth of Emma Lo, born No- 
vember 11, 1986... . Assistant professor of in- 
ternational health at Johns Hopkins U. Sch. of 


then Hotchkiss was riding a relatively 
high-tech chair, especially compared to 
what was available in Nicaragua. When the 
mechanics took a look at Hotchkiss’s 
home-made four-wheel-drive wheelchair, 
they not only wanted wheelchairs like his, 
they realized they could build similar 
ones, and do it more cheaply than could be 
done in the U.S. 

His consciousness raised by his Nicara- 
guan visit, Hotchkiss has been sharing the 
benefit of his experience ever since. He es- 
timates that he has trained nearly 100 me- 
chanics in countries in South and Central 
America, the Caribbean, the Philippines, 
Asia, and Africa. He is working now with 
people in 12 countries, where 20 shops are 
turning out $1000 Torbellino wheel- 
chairs—to whose constantly evolving de- 
sign he contributes—for between $150 and 
$200. He guesses that he has helped to pro- 
duce over 1000 Torbellinos (the name 
means whirlwind) for people in third- 
world countries since 1980. 

“Most of the people in third-world coun- 
tries who need wheelchairs don’t have 
them,” says Hotchkiss, as if to explain why 
he does what he does. If his good deeds 
make him feel noble, it doesn’t show. “I’m 
following my own vested interests,” he 
says, “finding people to solve problems, 
some of which are mine.” 

Hotchkiss is married to Deborah Kaplan, 
an attorney in the San Francisco area and a 
fellow wheelchair rider. Two years ago the 
couple adopted an infant son, Desmond. 
Hearing of his dedicated and rewarding 
professional and family life, it may be hard 
for strangers to imagine a richer existence 
for anyone, disabled or not. Sharing this 
observation with Hotchkiss produces from 
him a two-level response. 

“My first reaction is to say, ‘Come on, 
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Public Health Peter Berman married Jenny 
Ruducha at Thanksgiving 1986 in Norwalk, 
Conn. In attendance were Suzanne Bernstein 
‘72, Rickey Black and Robin Silverblatt Black 
‘72, Rob Coppersmith, Bob Drozin, Marilyn 
Kresgel ‘70, and Dennis Krumholz. Rick, Rob, 
Bob, and Dennis served as “best brothers.” Peter 
and Jenny have since been blessed, he says, 
with the birth of David Max Berman. In August 
they moved to New Delhi, India, where Peter, on 
leave from Johns Hopkins, is a program officer 
for the Ford Foundation. . .. Harvard U. Medical 
Sch. has promoted Jay Frey from associate di- 
rector of development to director of faculty 
patient gifts... . Flutist 
Eileen Grycky per- 

_ formed a series of con- 
certs in Belgium during 
January with guitarist 
Christiaan Taggart. 
Both are members of 
the faculty at U. Dela- 
ware and perform and 
record as the Taggart/ 
Grycky Duo. Eileen is 
GryckY also a member of the 

Philadelphia Opera Company Orchestra, the 
Delaware Symphony, the Del’Arte Woodwind 


what are you saying,’’’ Hotchkiss says. 
“But when I think about it longer, I have to 
say that most of life doesn’t relate to dis- 
ability or nondisability. Disabilities are not 
to be ignored or dismissed, just kept in per- 
spective. Sometimes death and taxes and 
other inevitabilities may be more impor- 
tant.” 

Did he ever despair, following his acci- 
dent? 

“Sure, I did,’”’ Hotchkiss says, “but not for 
very long. One of the things that made it 
easier was immediate support from 
Oberlin people. My math professor and ad- 
visor made contacts in the hospital imme- 
diately; they gave me materials and assign- 
ments.’’ The campus Buildings and 
Grounds crew set to work almost immedi- 
ately as well, building access ramps that 
Hotchkiss designed and adapting elevators 
for his use. 

He also found support from other stu- 
dents, including several blind students, 
Oberlin’s first wheelchair-riding fresh- 
man, Peggy Rabin ’77, and Ann Wickham 
’°69, who began leaving her crutches be- 
hind when ramps and modified elevators 
made wheelchair riding a more comfort- 
able alternative for her. “I became good 
friends with them, and that helped, too,” he 
says. “I didn’t feel like a loner.” 

Oberlin can be proud of its contribution 
to the launching of this independent man, 
who persists in seeing opportunities 
where others may see only problems. 

One of Hotchkiss’s newest projects is the 
first book of which he is sole author. To be 
included in the “Books” section of a future 
issue of the OAM, Independence through 
Mobility is a manual covering everything 
from securing the necessary start-up capl- 
tal for a wheelchair manufacturing busi- 
ness to building a Torbellino chair.—L.K.G. 


i 


Quintet, and the Mozart Society Orchestra of 
Philadelphia. ... Terry Hicks is director of li- 
turgical music for St. Benedict Church in Chi- 
cago. Guests, Terry says, are invited to drop in 
and visit him and his cats, Jan Pieterszoon 
Sweelinck and Hildegard von Braun... . Texas 
Christian U. Associate Professor of Speech Com- 
munication William E. Jurma in August re- 
ceived a Burlington Northern Foundation Fac- 
ulty Achievement Award of $2500. Nominated 
by their colleagues and recommended to the ac- 
ademic vice-chancellor by their deans, recipi- 
ents of this award are chosen in recognition of 
significant and meritorious teaching. William is 
known for his studies of nonverbal behavior. 
: Mie: ... Pianist Sylvia Ka- 
han made her Chicago 
concerto debut last 
spring at Preston Brad- 
ley Hall with the Chi- 
cago Chamber Orches- 
tra in a performance of 
Mozart’s Concerto in G 
_ Major, K. 453. This sum- 
mer she was the soloist 
in Mendelssohn’s G mi- 
nor Concerto at the Shi- 
pensburg Festival in Pennsylvania. Her engage- 
ments last season included appearances with 
Music Today, conducted by Gerard Schwarz, 
New York recitals and tours with French hornist 
David Jolley, and guest appearances with the 
Queens String Quartet and the Manhattan Wind 
Quintet. Her last New York solo recital took 
place November 3, 1986, at Merkin Concert 
Hall.... Kenneth Kay, executive director of 
CORETECH (Council on Research and Technol- 
ogy ), was featured in a National Journal article 
on the issue of corporate-university research. . . . 
Mike Kearns, a vice president at the DOB 
Worldwide advertising agency in Chicago, has 
been named director of recruiting at the agency 
and has been promoted to management repre- 
sentative on the agency’s newest piece of busi- 
ness, the $22 million National Dairy Board 
cheese account. . . . This summer Gary Keeper 
moved into his first house, a 1915 California 
craftsmen bungalow, which, he says, he is hap- 
pily filling with his growing collection of arts and 
crafts furnishings. Gary was recently promoted 
to vice president of original programming for 
Showtime/The Movie Channel, Inc., the na- 
tional pay-television network. Address: 1243 
Westerly Terrace, Los Angeles, CA 
90026. ... Thomas Riis has been promoted to 
associate professor and awarded tenure at U. 
Georgia, where he has taught music history and 
directed the Collegium Musicum for the past six 
years. This fall he is serving as senior research 
fellow at the Inst. for Studies in American Music 
at Brooklyn Coll. in New York. ... Double 
Edge—the keyboard duo of Nurit Tilles and 
Edmund Niemann—has given concerts of mini- 
malist music for solo and duo keyboards in 
Berlin, Brussels, Zurich, New York (Dance The- 
ater Workshop) and at universities throughout 
the Northeast. In 1985 Nurit and Edmund pre- 
miered Paul Dresher’s This Same Temple at the 
Guggenheim Museum; were guest artists with 
the New Jersey Symphony; and, at the invitation 
of the New York State Council on the Arts and 
the Q.R.S. Foundation, were in residence in Buf- 
falo, N.Y., where they gave a concert, master 
classes for duo pianists, and conferences on duo 
pianism and the minimalist repertoire. They had 
their New York debut in March at Town Hall. 
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Since July Jonathan Ballon has been practic- 
ing neurological surgery in New Britain, Conn. 
He is also assistant clinical professor of neurosur- 
gery at the U. Connecticut Health Center in Far- 
mington. He lives in Southington, Conn., with 
his wife, Linda, and their two red Doberman 
Pinschers. Address: 139 Lee Drive, Southington, 
CT 06489. .. . James David Christie is college 
organist and visting professor of music at the 
Coll. of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass., chair- 
man of the organ and harpsichord department 
at the Boston Conservatory of Music, organist-in- 
residence at the Massachusetts Inst. of Technol- 
ogy, organ instructor at Wellesley Coll., and or- 
ganist for the Boston Symphony. . .. Gretchen 
Hewitt has been singing previews for the Seattle 
Opera and has added teaching to her perform- 
ing career. In addition to giving solo recitals, she 
has appeared as soloist with the Seattle Chamber 
Singers and Broadway Symphony Orchestra 
and with the Seattle Pro Musica. She is in her 
third year as soloist at the First United Methodist 
Church in Seattle, where Andrew Bernard '76 is 
choir director. She is married to Rick Eaks and 
has two children—a daughter, 8, and a son, 4. 
Address: 15524 72nd Avenue W., Edmonds, WA 
98020.. .. Assistant band director of East Pales- 
tine (Ohio) City Schools and private music 
teacher Betty Hunter Shultz performed in 
Carnegie Hall on Memorial Day as a member of 
the Youngstown Symphony Chorus. The chorus 
performed Mozart's Requiem with the American 
Symphony Orchestra. While in New York, she 
visited her niece, Melanie Bernhardt ’85. Re- 
cently Betty served as secretary of the Youngs- 
town Symphony Chorus board....In April 
Steve Katz was married to Rachelle Averbach 
in Geyserville, Calif. Mike Bobker ’73 made the 
trek out from New York, says Steve, to witness 
this remarkable event. In June Steve received 
the Ph.D. degree in sociology from U. California- 
Santa Cruz. He is currently general manager for 
the San Francisco-based theater company, A 
Traveling Jewish Theatre. ... Having recently 
celebrated his sixth anniversary of working for 
Harris Associates in Chicago, Clyde McGregor 
is now a principal there; he manages investment 
portfolios for institutions and individuals. His 
third child, Amy, was born January 16, 1986. 
Clyde and his family moved to Winnetka, IIl., in 
April. Address: 528 Elder Lane, Winnetka, IL 
60093-4104. ...On July 17 Thomas Merrick 
Reefer was appointed headmaster of the Bar- 
stow Sch., Kansas City, Missouri's oldest indepen- 
dent school. Tom is an advanced doctoral candi- 
date in educational history at Harvard U. His 
wife, Elizabeth (Bunny) Dross Reefer, is an attor- 
ney with Stinson, Mag, and Fizzell—Missouri’s 
largest law firm. Address: 5914 Grand, Kansas 
City, MO 64113.... Nancy Rhoden was pro- 
moted this year to associate professor with ten- 
ure at the Ohio State U. Sch. of Law... . Daniel 
M. Rosenblum finished his Ph.D. degree at 
Carnegie Mellon’s Sch. of Urban and Public Af- 
fairs and is now on the faculty of Rutgers U. 
Graduate Sch. of Management in Newark, N.J., 
in a renewable three-year tenure-track position 
as an assistant professor....The American 
Academy of Pediatrics at a recent meeting 
elected pediatrician Dennis R. Wirt to fellow- 
ship. The organization of 31,000 pediatricians is 
dedicated to the health, safety, and well-being of 
infants, children, and adolescents in North, Cen- 
tral, and South America. 
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Paula Bernstein Baymiller is jobs coordinator 
in the graphic services operations of Oberlin 
Coll. For the past nine years she had been assis- 
tant editor of the Oberlin Alumni Magazine. . . . 
Troy Ellen Dixon-Weekes is vice president, 
management supervisor, at Ketchum Direct Ad- 
vertising in Manhattan, where she handles the 
Sears, Digital Equipment Corp., Home Box Of- 
fice, Atlantic Refining, and Discover Card ac- 
counts. Troy Ellen lives in New Rochelle with her 
husband and their son, Corey, 3, and daughter, 
Callie, 1... . Barbara Herr was married to Mat- 
thew J. Orland May 8, 1987, in St. Louis. Ad- 
dress: 8043 Crescent Drive, St. Louis, MO 
63105. ... Dentist Bill Kunkel shares a practice 
in Girard, Ohio, with his brother Dan 
‘78... Physician Mark A. Lebovitz is now cer- 
tified as a mohel (religious circumcision practi- 
tioner) by the Brit Milah Board of Reform Juda- 
ism.... Judith Light, deputy director of 
operations for Thunder and Associates, Inc., an 
international development management con- 
sulting firm, in April married Charles Wannan, 
an artist and carpenter/contractor. Judith and 
Charles, who met on the staff of the Washington 
Project for the Arts in 1982, recently bought a 
house. Address: 1717 S Street NW, Washington, 
D.C. 20009. . . . Last year Samuel Magrill orga- 
nized two major new music festivals at Califor- 
nia State U., Long Beach (C.S.U.L.B.), where he 
teaches theory, composition, and electronic mu- 
sic and directs the New Music Ensemble and An- 
acrusis West. The first festival—the C.S.U.L.B. 
Summer Composers’ Institute (June 23-28, 
1986)—featured four concerts of music by com- 
posers-in-residence Benjamin Johnston and 
Salvatore Martirano and 18 other participants 
from the U.S., Canada, and Australia as well as 
the premiere of Samuel's “Interminglings” for 
string quartet, for which he received an Illinois 
Arts Council grant. At the second festival, 
SCREAM (Southern California Resource for Elec- 
tro-Acoustic Music held November 8, 1986), 19 
composers were represented and Samuel’s “In 
Contra” for trumpet was premiered. His article 
on synthesizer ensembles was published in the 
June 1987 issue of the /nstrumentalist. . . . Direc- 
tor of health promotion and wellness at Beau- 
mont Hospital in Birmingham, Mich., Michael 
P. O’Donnell has recently launched the first 
scholarly journal for health promotion profes- 
sionals, the American Journal of Health Promo- 
tion. Now at the end of its first year, the journal 
has over 5200 subscribers in the United States 
and 14 foreign countries. Michael lives with his 
wife and two children in West Bloomfield, Mich. 
... Andrew Trubin is practicing law at 
Donovan Leisure’s New York office after having 
spent four years at the Paris office. His wife, 
Virginie, was awarded the Ph.D. degree in North 
American studies by the Sorbonne in June. 
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Andrew Bernard and Gretchen Hewitt '74 
found each other in Seattle in 1985 and have 
been performing together ever since; Gretchen 
is a soloist at the First United Methodist Church 
in Seattle where Andy is choir director. Cur- 
rently completing his dissertation for the D.M.A. 
degree in choral conducting at U. Washington, 
Andy is conductor of Seattle’s largest Messiah 
sing-along and choir director and soloist for High 
Holy Days at Temple de Hirsch Sinai. He was 
recently guest conductor of the Seattle Pro Mu- 


sica, a community organization for which he 
served as artistic director from 1981 to 1986. Ad- 
dress: 1400 E. Mercer St. #2, Seattle, WA 98112. 
Telephone: (206) 324-1943... . Ronald Cox was 
accepted into the artist diploma program at the 
Peabody Conservatory of Music in Baltimore, 
which he entered this the fall. Address: 1600 Bol- 
ton St., Baltimore, MD 21217.... Leanne Cupp 
Wagner is director of special projects for Sandoz 
Research Inst. of the Sandoz Pharmaceuticals 
Corp. In January 1986, her husband, who also is 
employed by Sandoz, was transferred to Lin- 
coln, Nebr.; continuing with the flexible work 
policy that allowed her to work at home after 
daughter Christa was born (in September 1985), 
Leanne moved her job to Lincoln and left her 
boss in New Jersey. “It means a lot of travel, but 
the family is together and the work is fun,” says 
Leanne. ... Reporter Joanne Fiske covers edu- 
cation for the Press Enterprise newspaper in Riv- 
erside, Calif. She recently returned from a 
month in India, where she visited her old profes- 
sors from the Great Lakes College Assoc. pro- 
gram in Madurai and became stranded in a 
Himalayan village. . . . Dancer/choreographer 
Katherine (Kate) Kuper and her husband, mu- 
sician Rocky Moffit, had a son, Jacob Frederick, 
born January 3, 1987. Kate received a choreo- 
graphic fellowship from the National Endow- 
ment for the Arts for 1987. She dances in the 
mornings and mothers in the afternoons... . 
Stephen Schulte has been promoted to assis- 
tant vice president of First Fidelity Bank of New 
Jersey. He and his wife, Joan, have moved into a 
new home in Princeton Junction. ... Kay Snow- 
den and Mark Fingerle were married in Ipswich, 
Mass., May 17. Joining in the celebration were 
Peter Argentine ‘77, Jim '74 and Jamie (Miller) 
Abelson '77, Ruth Bell’77, Ruth Freeman ‘77, 
Terry Godlove '77, John Grieb ’77, Peter Kassen 
‘77, Steve Lehman ‘75, Steve '78 and Ramie (Li- 
peles) Lepler '77, Leslie Rathjens ’79, Gail Rubin 
‘77, and Andrea (Liberman) Thomas '77. Kay is a 
management consultant with Arthur D. Little, 
Inc., and Mark is assistant director of patient ser- 
vices at the Dana Farber Cancer Inst. 
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Mark and Barbara (Peterson) Cackler wel- 
comed the birth of John Mark Cackler May 8; 
brother Joey was two years old in May. Mark is 
still at the World Bank and Barbara continues 
teaching, accompanying, performing, and 
freelancing as a pianist. Address: 5009 N. 13th 
Street, Arlington, VA 22205. ...A 1987 gradu- 
ate of Georgetown U. Law Center, Diane E. 
Kenty served as editor-in-chief of the George- 
town Journal of Legal Ethics in 1986-87, its first 
year of publication. The new journal, Diane says, 
is the nation’s first quarterly law review devoted 
exclusively to legal ethics and professional 
responsibility. She has joined the law firm of 
Wolf, Block, Schorr, and Solis-Cohen in Philadel- 
phia. ... Cardiologist James W. Reznick has 
completed cardiology training in Chicago and 
begun practicing in Fort Worth. 
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Larry Ball has “confounded probability” and 
completed his Ph.D. degree at U. Virginia. “Tf 
anyone has any use for a sincere specialist in 
Roman architecture,” he says, they are encour- 
aged to contact him. Address: 9410 Victoria Dr., 
Upper Marlboro, Md. 20772. Telephone: (301) 
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599-8591.... Tom Crews has received the 
D.M.A. degree in choral conducting from U. 
Washington, Seattle. His dissertation title was 
“American Choral Music for Women’s Chorus 
Since 1960.” Tom directs a church choir and a 
women’s community chorus. He is searching for 
a teaching position in music at a college or uni- 
versity... . Holly Christman Orwig, a first- 
year resident in dermatology at U. California, 
San Francisco (U.C.S.F), married Dennis Orwig 
on May 28; Heidi Swarts was maid of honor. 
Dennis, a fellow medical-school classmate of 
Holly's, is now chief resident in radiology at 
U.C.S.F....Diane Harrington Roscetti has 
been promoted to associate professor of music 
with tenure at U. Maine, where she teaches cello 
and theory and performs as a soloist and in the 
faculty piano trio. Diane also performs with the 
Arcady Music Festival Series, directed by Ma- 
sanobu Ikemiya ‘69, during the summers. She 
has appeared as a soloist and in chamber music 
ensembles on eight public television/radio si- 
mulcasts in Maine and the Canadian Maritime 
Region .. . Dan Kunkel shares a dentistry prac- 
tice in Girard, Ohio, with his brother Bill 
‘75... . Freelance violinist Karin Menzel King, 
first violinist of the Highland String Quartet, and 
her husband, David King, have another son, 
Douglas Ross, born March 10, 1987. He joins 
Christian Andrew, 5, and sister Kirsten Renée, 3. 
... Yale Divinity Sch. graduate Kathleen Kline- 
Chesson was ordained in the Christian Church in 
May 1986. She graduated in the same month as a 
Fiers-Cook Scholar and was awarded the Reli- 
gion and the Arts Prize for her work in the area 
of liturgical dance. She and her husband, Jim, 
live in Alexandria, Va., where she serves as a 
chaplain at George Mason U. and he teaches 
physics at the Episcopal High Sch. Their first 
child, Zachary, was born December 21, 1986. 
Address: 1200 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria, VA 
22302.... Aaron and Naomi Markus Alter 
have a third child, Yakov, born at home January 
20, 1986. ... Vocal coach and song interpreta- 
tion teacher Peter Nelson teaches at the Hoch- 
schule fiir Musik in Freiburg und Karlsruhe, West 
Germany. He has performed as soloist with Ger- 
man orchestras and as accompanist throughout 
Europe, including three January television ap- 
pearances in Germany and work with Arleen 
Auger and other international singers. In August 
he made a concert tour of Brazil and in the fall 
performed contemporary chamber music con- 
certs in Holland....Susan Presberg began 
residency training in ophthalmology in July at 
the Kresge Eye Inst., Wayne State U. in 
Detroit.... Andrea Ridilla has been named 
assistant professor of oboe at Miami U. in Ox- 
ford, Ohio. Previously she was principal oboist 
for the Las Vegas Symphony and a faculty mem- 
ber at U. Nevada, Las Vegas. Address: 639 W. 
Chestnut St. #11, Oxford, Ohio 45056. Tele- 
phone: (513) 523-6127....Jeff Bush and Jan 
Rutherdale gave birth to Megan Rahiju Bush 
on September 8, 1986. After six months of leave, 
Jan is working afternoons at the public defender 
agency in Juneau, Alaska. Address: 320 W. 8th 
St. Juneau, AK 99801....In May, Bob Sand- 
man received the M.B.A. degree from Widener 
U. in Chester, Pa. He is business manager of Jor- 
dan Press, a small non-profit publisher. His wife, 
Kathy, is enrolled in the M.S. degree program in 
nursing at Widener U. His son, Nathan, is four 
years old.... Robert W. Turner, assistant pro- 
fessor of economics at Colgate U., is the father of 
4 second child, Anne Elizabeth, born May 10. 
Robert says that his son, Ben, 3, is a good big 
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brother. . .. Having opened his own business—a 
typesetting and graphic-design company spe- 
cializing in custom business forms—in January 
1986, Jay Zilber says that he has not had more 
than four hours of leisure time in the past 18 
months. A.S.A.P. Graphics is located at the out- 
skirts of New York City’s financial district at 11 
John St. Jay invites readers to “drop in and say 
hello, and qualify for the 10 percent alumni dis- 
count!” Telephone: (212) 619-9010. 
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Betsy Adler received the M.M. degree in flute 
performance from the Yale Sch. of Music in May 
1984. She is currently on the faculty of the 
Neighborhood Music Sch. in New Haven, Conn. 
Address: 440 Prospect Street Apt. 10, New Ha- 
ven, CT 06511....U. Wisconsin-Madison’s As- 
sistant Professor of Political Science Stephen 
Anderson has published articles in English and 
Japanese related to electoral politics and to his 
dissertation—“The Politics of the Welfare State 
in Japan.” During field research in Japan from 
1984 to 1987, he acted as consultant to the Na- 
tional Inst. for Research Advancement in Tokyo 
and received awards from the Japan Foundation 
and the Fulbright Program. Since September he 
has been a research associate at the Program on 
U.S.-Japan relations at Harvard U....The 
Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Founda- 
tion has awarded David Brown a 1987 Char- 
lotte W. Newcombe doctoral-dissertation fellow- 
ship. A Ph.D. candidate at Yale U., he is one of 44 
graduate students chosen for the award from 
among 436 applicants at 90 graduate schools. 
The Newcombe fellowships provide support for 
students whose doctoral dissertations concern 
ethical or religious values as they relate to im- 
portant social, historical, or literary 
issues. ... Carol L. Curtis recently earned her 
Ph.D. degree in clinical psychology from the 
Berkeley campus of the California Sch. of Profes- 
sional Psychology, where she did her doctoral 
dissertation on child molesters. Carol is em- 
ployed as a postdoctoral intern by the Alameda 
County (Calif.) Dept. of Social Services, working 
as a family mediator. She is also pursuing her 
interests in singing and songwriting. ... After 
completing his M.D. and Ph.D. degrees at Har- 
vard Medical Sch., Jeffrey A. Drebin started a 
surgical residency at Johns Hopkins U. in 
July.... A recipient of the D.M.A degree in cho- 
ral conducting from U. Wisconsin-Madison 
(where he studied with Robert Fountain), Scott 
Ferguson has been appointed assistant profes- 
sor of music, director of choral activities, at 
Plymouth State Coll. in Plymouth, N.H....A 
son, E. Alexander Boyd, was born December 23, 
1986, to Sarah Fisherman Boyd and E. An- 
drew Boyd ‘81. Sarah completed her Ph.D. de- 
gree in history in June and Andy is completing 
his Ph.D. in operations research this fall. Sarah is 
visiting assistant professor of history at U. Hous- 
ton and Andy is assistant professor in mathemat- 
ical sciences at Rice U. Address: 2816 Rice Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77005/Telephone: (713) 668- 
9820. ... Julia L. Fitzgerald has moved to a 
new location in Paris. Address: 143 bis rue Or- 
dener, Paris, France. Telephone: 42-62-46- 
7().... Tenor Colenton Freeman is in West 
Germany for a two-year contract with the Stadt- 
theater Giessen. He will make his debut there as 
Rodolfo in La Boheme followed by perform- 
ances as Idomeneo, Lyonel (Martha), Alfred (Die 
Fledermaus), and Melot in Tristan and Isolde. He 


will also sing the role of Gabriele Adorno in Ver- 
di’s Simon Boccanegra with the Stadttheater 
Heidelberg. This summer he returned to the 
Glyndebourne Festival Opera for the revival of 
Porgy and Bess and sang the role of the Crab- 
man on the EMI recording of this work in Lon- 
don. His address in Giessen: c/o Stadttheater 
Giessen, Berliner Platz, 6300 Giessen 22, West 
Germany. ...Joel Franklin and Nancy 
Messner have a son, Daniel Eli, born May 13, 
1987. Joel is a news producer and writer at 
WWOR-TV in Secaucus, N.J., and Nancy is tak- 
ing time off from designing sweaters. Address: 
64 Overlook Rd., Upper Montclair, NJ 
07043. ... Peter Glick is assistant professor of 
psychology at Lawrence U. in Appleton, Wisc. 
“Pride and Prejudice,” an article he coauthored 
with Lawrence U. professor of history Paul Co- 
hen, was first presented as a Phi Beta Kappa lec- 
ture before being published in Black Issues in 
Higher Education and in Lawrence Today. Artic- 
les by Peter have appeared in Psychology Today, 
The Washington Post, and the Christian Science 
Monitor, among other publications. ... John 
and Debbie (Drelich) Guest this year an- 
nounced the birth of their second daughter, Ra- 
chel Leah, born June 19. ... Bassoonist Ann 
Kosanovic, who lives in Durban in the Republic 
of South Africa, performed the Kozeluh Bassoon 
Concerto last February with the Natal Philhar- 
monic Orchestra. Ann teaches bassoon at U. Na- 
tal and enjoys the game reserves of South Africa. 
Address: 4 Springbok Court, 31 Bornick Road, 
Durban, Rep. South Africa 4001....Esther 
Marx and Tony Massimini were married July 18 
in Tempe, Ariz. Obies in attendance: Chris 
Maddock, Bill Swafford ‘78, and Lisa (Ander- 
son) Swafford '80. Esther is manager of com- 
puter resources and software support at the 
North American Design Center for SGS Mi- 
croelettronica of Milan, Italy. Tony is an applica- 
tions engineer in product marketing at SGS. Ad- 
dress: 3586 W. Boston Street, Chandler, AZ 
85226. Telephone: (602) 899-2839... . Harriet 
(“Happy”) and Geoff Sayre McCord (Happy 
Sayre and Geoff McCord before marriage) have 
a son, Robert Nevin Sayre McCord, born Janu- 
ary 11, 1987. After years of working with strug- 
gling non-profit organizations in Pittsburgh, 
Happy decided to get the financial training non- 
profits so desperately need. She earned an 
M.B.A. degree at U. Pittsburgh, joined Mellon 
Bank’s commercial lending department for a 
while, and is now helping non-profit organiza- 
tions in North Carolina. Geoff earned a Ph.D. de- 
gree in philosophy at Pitt and is an assistant pro- 
fessor at U. North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He has 
published several professional articles, edited a 
book on moral realism (forthcoming from Cor- 
nell U. Press), and won a university-wide award 
for his teaching. .. . On May 24, the seventh an- 
niversary of their life together, Hannah Rapa- 
port and Baba Salia were married. In attend- 
ance were Ofusu ‘77 and Kim Hilaael 
Amponsuh, Tania Taubes, Laura Warantz A\I- 
len, and Alice (Weiner) Caton ’78. 


1980 


Carolyn Halsted recently completed the M.A. 
degree in world music, with a specialty in South 
Indian music, at Wesleyan U. .. . Michael Kor- 
son in July moved to Japan, where he lives and 
teaches English conversation in Omiya (north of 
Tokyo). In June Michael received the M.A. de- 
gree in English from U. California-Davis, after 
which he was employed at the university as an 
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associate in English. He welcomes letters from 
old friends and anyone who may be interested in 
Japan. Address: Amvic Inst. of Foreign Lan- 
guages, Ichiban Bldg. 5-F, 1-47 Miya-Machi, 
Omiya-shi 330, Japan....In 1985 Angela 
Kraft finished her internship at the Cleveland 
Clinic and is an ophthalmology resident at Loma 
Linda U. in Loma Linda, Calif. She continues to 
perform on organ and piano. Address: 26246 Re- 
dlands Blvd., Redlands, CA 92373. ... Charles 
C. Lam has completed his internship in psychia- 
try at Meharry/V.A.M.C., in Murfreesboro, 
Tenn., and started his obstetric and gynecology 
internship at Providence Hospital in Southfield, 
Mich. In July he was selected as an Outstanding 
Youth American for 1987....Gary Jay 
Malvern has been promoted to assistant profes- 
sor in the music department of Furman U. in 
Greenville, S.C., where he has been a member of 
the faculty since 1983... . Counseling Coordina- 
tor for the Domestic Abuse Project of Pennsylva- 
nia’s Delaware County Laura Marshall Sapon 
was married June 14 to Daniel Steven Sapon, an 
independent consultant to museums and other 
cultural institutions. Alumni in attendance were 
Mark Korchmar and Beth (Williams) Matthias 
‘79. Laura, who received the M.S.W. degree from 
U. Pennsylvania in 1983, welcomes hearing 
from old friends. Address: 210 W. Hortter St., 
Philadelphia, PA 19119... . After seven years of 
living abroad (four in Germany and three in Ice- 
land) Marjorie Sonia Mawby and her hus- 
band, Jon Didriksson, are moving to Boulder, 
Colo., where he will attend the Boulder Sch. of 
Message Therapy and she hopes to find a teach- 
ing position in physical education. Address: 2995 
Glenwood Drive, Apt. 405, Boulder, CO 
80301.... Attorney Jayne A. McQuoid was 
married June 13 to Brian Wurst in a private civil 
ceremony at City Hall in Chicago. Brian is a 
chemist working in Chicago. Address: 1914 W. 
Morse Ave. #2-S, Chicago, IL 60626... . Joan 
Whitney and Germa Menassie were married 
October 11, 1986. Obies present at the wedding 
were Joan’s great aunt Margaret (Lindsay) Cahill 
'24, parents Bob and Sue (Evans) Whitney ’52, 
brother Bruce Whitney ’86, and friends Jane 
Dembner '83, Rachel Fink ’79, Jeffrey and Fran 
(Hardman) Goldstone ’81, Lynn Haessly ‘79, 
Marla Korchmar, Nancy Switkes, and Laura 
Taylor. Germa is originally from Ethiopia and is 
a job developer for the Ethiopian Community 
Center in Washington, D.C. Joan is finishing re- 
quirements for the M.A. degree in speech/lan- 
guage pathology at U. Maryland. Address: 1710 
Crawford Drive, Rockville, MD 20851. 


1981 


This fall David Arcus joined the music faculty 
at St. Mary’s Coll. in Raleigh, N.C. He continues 
in his positions as music director of Duke Divin- 
ity Sch. in Durham, N.C., and assistant director of 
the North Carolina Boys Choir. This past spring 
David presented organ recitals at Washington 
National Cathedral and the Spoleto U.S.A. Festi- 
val in Charleston, S.C. On May 24 he performed 
the entire Symphony No. 12 by Louis Vierne at 
St. Thomas Church in New York City. .. . Sheila 
Banerji and Mike Ogawa, after completing 
their graduate studies at Northwestern U. in mo- 
lecular biology and chemistry, respectively, have 
moved to New York City. Sheila is a research fel- 


low at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Inst.; 
Mike is a research associate at Rockefeller U. Ad- 
dress; 500 East 63rd St. #6K, New York, NY 
10021. Phone: (212) 755-7067... . Struggling 


A) 


artist/secretary Jennifer Cable in July was fea- 
tured artist at the Contemporary Music F estival 
in San Antonio, Tex. She is the first singer to win 
the National Assoc. of Composers, U.S.A. Young 
Performers Competition. ...In August Ken J. 
Fairfax and Nyetta J. Yarkin moved from 
Arlington, Va., to Washington, D.C., where Ken 
has assumed the post of economics/commercial 
officer at the American Embassy. Address: De- 
partment of State Muscat, Washington, D.C. 
20520.... While teaching junior high school 
chorus and beginning strings in the Plum Bor- 
ough school district, Judi Figel is also pursuing 
an M.A. degree in music at Duquesne U. in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.... Veterinarian Mary Fluke is 
working at the Sharon Lakes Animal Hospital in 
Charlotte, N.C., after finishing an internship in 
small animal medicine and surgery at the Pur- 
due U. Sch. of Veterinary Medicine. Address: 833 
Brockbank Road, Charlotte, NC 28209. Tele- 
phone: (704) 527-5302... . Ellen Harrison says 
that she and her husband, Martin Harriss, just 
barely made it through the nine months neces- 
sary to produce their son, Ross Morgan Harriss, 
born June 20. Ellen, Martin, and Ross live with 
their two cats in Somerville, N.J., but hope to 
escape some day. Address: 9 Van Doren Avenue, 
Somerville, NJ 08876. Telephone: (201) 725- 
6604. ... For her essay “‘If | Bear Witness to My- 
self...’ Bearing Witness in the Gospel of John,” 
Jane Millikan was awarded a 1987 Prize Essay 
award by the Northern Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary during the June commencement at which 
she graduated with the M.Div. degree. Earlier 
she received the seminary’s Faculty Scholarship, 
awarded for academic excellence. ... Imelda 


Young Powers began teaching in the mathemat- 
ics department at Franklin and Marshall Coll. 
this fall. Her husband, Michael, is working for the 
Pennsylvania State insurance department. Ad- 
dress: 2331 Middlegreen Court, Lancaster, PA 
17601. 


1982 


David Adams and Karen Cummings were 
married in August 1982. After Karen received 
the M.A. degree in French at U. Michigan, the 
two spent 15 months in France. They now live in 
Berkeley, Calif., where David is a graduate stu- 
dent in biochemistry at U. California. Karen 
stays home with their two children, a son, 7 
months, and a daughter, 2. Address 3010 Smyth 
Road #24 F, Berkeley, CA 94720... . Concert or- 
ganist/harpsichordist Bruce Brown—who is 
currently living in Sydney, Australia—during 
January will be on a recital tour in the United 
States. ... After having lived in the Netherlands 
since graduation, Claire Fontijn has returned 
to the U.S. to pursue the Ph.D. degree in musicol- 
ogy and performance practice at Duke U. She 
spent the past two summers working in the Mu- 
sic Teacher’s Room of the Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation, demonstrating the baroque flute. 
There she enjoyed performing with Kevin 
Bushee (baroque violin) and Gayle Johnson '78 
(harpsichord) She is currently staying at the 
home of Elaine Funaro ’74 and Randall Love ’76, 
who have twins as of April 27, 1987. The address 
is 3 Sylvan Rd., Durham, NC 27701... . Joanne 
Gilbert was recently reunited with fellow Obies 
Mike Mockovak ’81, Bryan Willis, Jude Apta- 
ker Shine, and Jodi Kaplan ’83, three of whom 
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were in the audience of several New York City 
comedy clubs where Jo performs regularly. Life 
in the Big Apple can be rough, but “what do you 
expect,” Jo asks, “in a city where people sleep 
on the streets and the dogs wear sweaters?” .. . 
Thomas Hecht has completed doctoral studies 
at the Peabody Inst. of the Johns Hopkins U. He 
has been appointed assistant professor of piano 
at U. Toledo, a position that he began in Septem- 
ber. His recent Washington recital debut was an 
enormous success, he says, having received crit- 
ical acclaim from the Washington Post, which re- 
ported that “Hecht possesses rich artistic spirit 
and highly developed technique” and praised 
his “expert pianistic skill, velvety way with 
sonorities, tight structural awareness, and glow- 
ing presentations.” The concert took place at the 
National Gallery of Art and was broadcast live 
over WGMS-FM. Address: 6611 W. Bancroft St. 
Apt. 32-D, Toledo, OH 43615... . Kamran Ince, 
a doctoral candidate at the Eastman Sch. of Mu- 
sic, this year received the Prix de Rome and a 
Guggenheim fellowship in composition. He also 
finished a new orchestra piece titled “Ebullient 
Shadows,”’ which was commissioned by 
Leonard Slatkin and the Minnesota Orchestra. 
The work received its premiere by the Minne- 
sota Orchestra in July. An earlier orchestra piece 
by Kamran, “Infrared Only” (1985), received its 
premiere at Carnegie Hall by the New York 
Youth Symphony in February 1986... . This 
summer Thom Kunkel started his own podia- 
try practice in Youngstown, Ohio. ... Ellyn 
Kusmin has received an arts administrators fel- 
lowship from the National Endowment for the 
Arts (NEA), which allowed her to work on sev- 
eral projects as a staff member of the NEA music 
program in Washington, D.C., for three months. 
She was delighted, she says, to discover that one 
of her supervisors was Marjory Hanson ’49. In 
D.C. she met up several times with fellow Obies 
Linda Crowl, Carole Jeandheur, Lesley Kro- 
mer ’81, and Julie Stern ’83. Ellyn received an 
M.B.A. assistantship from Fordham U. Sch. of 
Business; she returned to New York City in Sep- 
tember to enter that program and work part 
time at Sheldon Soffer Management where she is 
a sales agent for artists Ravi Shankar, Elly Amel- 
ing, Pilobolus, Boston Ballet, and Jacob Druck- 
man, as well as Obies Steven Isserlis ’80, Michael 
Morgan ’79, and Robert Spano ’83. ... A first- 
year resident in psychiatry at U. Rochester’s 
Strong Memorial Hospital, Philip R. Lavine 
married Valerie Landey in December 1982 in 
Columbia, Md. He graduated in May 1987 from 
George Washington U. Sch. of Medicine in Wash- 
ington, D.C. ... Formerly assistant director of 
admissions at Vassar Coll, Paul Marthers this 
fall began working toward the M.A. degree in 
journalism at U. California, Berkeley. ... Mark 
Moliterno was among 12 winners of the Na- 
tional Society of Arts and Letters’ 1987 National 
Voice Competition May 22. As the fifth-place 
winner, Mark received the Mamie Doud 
Eisenhower Award of $1200. Previously he re- 
ceived the Apprentice Award from the Santa Fe 
Opera and was a regional finalist in the Metro- 
politan Opera Auditions in 1982....Bryn 
Reese has been commissioned a second lieuten- 
ant in the U.S. Air Force upon graduation from 
Officer Training Sch. at Lockland Air Force Base, 
Texas....Since graduation, Heather Warm 
has been living in Los Angeles and working at U. 
California, Los Angeles, where she is completing 
a pre-med program. During a Christmas trip to 
London, she traveled with Steve Hudson, who 
runs 4 computer-dating service in Ithaca, N.Y. 
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Married August 3, 1985, Deborah Bray and 
Kevin Broun '82 are living in Oakland, Calif. 
Kevin is in the master’s program at the U. Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley, Sch. of Library and Information 
Studies. Debbie is completing her M.F.A. degree 
thesis in writing. Address: 350 Newton Ave. Apt. 
21, Oakland, CA 94606....Maureen Gold- 
stein began working toward the M.A. degree in 
speech-language pathology at U. Maryland-Col- 
lege Park this fall. She was awarded a fellowship 
for her first year of study there.... Jackie 
Ford and Robert Bolander ’'79 were married 
June 20 in Oberlin’s Fairchild Chapel. The Rev- 
erend David Clark ’54, senior trust officer in the 
College’s Office of Capital Ventures, performed 
the ceremony. Obies in the the wedding party 
were bridesmaid Ulysses Torassa ’84 and usher 
William Tuthill. The reception was held at the 
home of Professor of Sociology Jim Walsh and 
his wife, Kate. Other Oberlin alumni in attend- 
ance: Tom Bemis, Smith 60 and Midge (Wood) 
Brittingham ’60, Jon Clark ’86, Ricarda (Kohn) 
Clark ’55, Nancy Cooper ’51, Liz (Kirker) Culber- 
son 53, Mary Durling 57, Charlie Hardy ’79, An- 
drea Hauser ’80, Bob Jenkins ’58, Ken Koster 
78, Barbara (Bowman) Pierce ’66 and her hus- 
band, Professor of English Robert Pierce, Bob Ri- 
chardson ’86, Den Rubotzky 85, Kevin Simp- 
son, Paul Solyn ’73, and Doug Strand. Bob is 
operations manager for the College’s division of 
development and alumni affairs, and Jackie is 
assistant director for the Oberlin College annual 
fund. ... Chuck Hanson was diagnosed with 
AIDS in July 1987. He had been studying law at 
Hastings Coll. of the Law in San Francisco. He 
hopes that old friends will contact him soon at 
his San Francisco address: 31 Elgin Park #B, San 
Francisco, CA 94103. Friends can also telephone 
Chuck through Wendy Levy °82: (415) 655-5190. 
... After graduating in June from Jefferson Med- 
ical Coll. of Thomas Jefferson U., Gail Herman 
Herrine began a residency in obstetrics and 
gynecology at Thomas Jefferson U. 
Hospital. ... Musicians Katherine Paff and 
John V. LoMonaco ’81 are living in Baton Rouge, 
La., where they have started, organized, and in- 
corporated the Louisiana Chamber Orchestra. 
The orchestra gave its concert premiere March 
28 in Baton Rouge’s St. Joseph’s Cathedral. 
Lauren Davis ’86 is one of the violinists in the 
newly formed orchestra. A freelance violinist, 
Katherine maintains an active violin studio. She 
is a member of the Baton Rouge Symphony, the 
New Orleans Ballet Orchestra, and the Campa- 
nile String Quartet. She recently soloed with the 
Vermillion Chamber Orchestra (Lafayette, La.). 
John is completing a second M.M. degree (in 
composition) and a D.M.A. degree (in tuba) at 
Louisiana State U... . Michael Pitcher and his 
wife, Jackie, have a daughter, Brittany Michelle, 
born August 11. Michael is working for the Geor- 
gia Pacific Corporation as a quality and environ- 
mental control supervisor and for the past three 
years has been playing rugby for Scioto Valley 
Rugby Football Club. Address: 8831 Creve 
Coeur Lane, Powell, OH 43065. ... Michael 
Silverstein, who received the M.B.A. degree 
from U. Michigan in 1985, is senior recruiting 
specialist for IBM's Federal System Division in 
Owego, N.Y. ... Claire Siverson Is back in In- 
donesia (for her third year) on a grant to study 
literature and translation. She plans to translate 
into English a short story with a woman-identi- 
fied theme by a modern Indonesian feminist 
writer. She welcomes visitors and letters. Ad- 


dress: d/a Jurusan Bahasa Indonesia, Fakultas 
Sastra, UGUMA, Yoghakarta—Indonesia. ... 
Paul Steinberg received the J.D. degree from 
Columbia U. Law Sch. in May. He has accepted a 
position with Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver, and 
Jacobson in New York City. Address: 101 W. 87th 
Street, Apartment 3F, New York, NY 10024. ... 
Julie R. Stern this summer accepted a position 
as staff attorney for the Pittsburgh Regional 
Office of the National Labor Relations Board. . . . 
Landscape architect Howard Supnik has re- 
ceived the M.L.A. degree from the Harvard 
Graduate Sch. of design. He lives in Philadelphia, 
where he works for the landscape architecture 
firm Hanna/Olin Ltd. . .. Keith Toth is living in 
Danbury, Conn., where he is a member of the 
music faculty at West Connecticut State U., mu- 
sic director at the First Congregational Church of 
Danbury, and concert series director for the 
Richter Association for the Arts. 


1984 

The Coll. of Law at Ohio State U. awarded Su- 
san E. Ashbrook and Smith R. Brittingham 
IV the J.D. degree May 17. Before graduating, 
Smith won the George R. Beneman Memorial 
Award for “demonstrating outstanding perform- 
ance in the Moot Court Program,’ and was 
elected chief justice of the program and chosen 
to be on the national moot court team. He and 
his partner won the regional competition and 
competed in the national competition. Living in 
Cleveland, Smith is clerking for Judge Richard 
Marcus of the 8th District Court of Appeals for 
Ohio....A recent graduate of U. Chicago’s 
M.B.A. degree program, Richard T. (“Ted’’) 
Brandt was married to Elizabeth J. Howard Oc- 
tober 12, 1985; they have a son, John Patrick, 
born February 5, 1987. Ted works for the Signal 
Capital Corp. in Chicago. .. . Mindy Flexer, a 
1984 Watson Fellow, spent 1984-85 in Japan re- 
searching Japanese pottery traditions. Since fall 
1986 she has been a student at the Philadelphia 
Coll. of Art, where she is studying pottery. She 
plans to open her own studio in two or three 
years. ... David Hershey began duty this sum- 
mer with the 76th Army Band in West 
Germany. . . . Newly appointed music teacher at 
the Thornton Friends Sch. Judy Kessler, of Sil- 
ver Spring, Md., is studying jazz piano and is in- 
volved in a jazz workshop that performs 
monthly in a local jazz club. She also is a private 
piano teacher and an accompanist at the Twin- 
brook Sch. of Ballet. Judy plans to start work on 
the M.M. degree in 1988... . Jody Leader lives 
in Los Angeles, where she is dance critic for the 
Los Angeles Daily News; she also writes theater 
reviews and general feature articles. ... Carol 
Levine is back in New York City after having 
spent two challenging and fulfilling years in the 
southern region of Portugal (known as the Al- 
garve), where she taught music in Portuguese. 
She was visited in Portugal by Ellen Hertzman 
’85, Elisa Wells ’85 (on return from her stay in 
Indonesia as a Shansi representative), and, most 
recently, Joanne Salus. Address: 470 West End 
Ave. #12-C, New York, NY 10024... . Massachu- 
setts Inst. of Technology graduate students 
Aileen L. Liu and Henry G. Willmore were 
married June 20 at Trinity Church in Princeton, 
N.J. Address: 60 Wadsworth St. #20-D, Cam- 
bridge, MA 02142. Telephone: (617) 494-5432. 
... Clarence Madison has moved. His new ad- 
dress is: 4027 Rocky River Dr. Apt. 13, Cleve- 
land, OH 44135. Telephone: (216) 476-0239. ... 
After spending the first two post-graduation 
years in her hometown of Harrisburg, Pa., 
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Jeanette Miller is now living in Brooklyn and 
loving it. She works at Affiliate Artists, Inc., a 
non-profit agency that produces performing art- 
ist residencies throughout the country. Address: 
181 Prospect Place, Brooklyn, NY 11238. Phone 
(718) 230-5060. ... In May Meredith Mitchell 
received the J.D. degree from Columbia U. Law 
Sch. She has accepted a postion with Wolf, 
Block, Schorr, and Solis-Cohen in Philadelphia. 
... Purdue U. graduate student Gaye Newton 
received the M.S. degree in industrial/organiza- 
tional psychology in August and will continue 
work at Purdue in the human resource manage- 
ment graduate program. ... Mona Reinhardt 
graduated in May from the U. Virginia Sch. of 
Law “and then spent two months learning ev- 
erything they didn’t teach in law school so | 
could take the Virginia bar exam,” she says. She 
spent September traveling in Germany, Czecho- 
slovakia, and Hungary and has been working 
since October 2 at the Washington, D.C., law 
firm of Dickstein, Shapiro, and Morin. Address: 
1029 N. Stuart St. Apt. 712, Arlington, VA 22201. 
... Lisa Roland has completed her two-year 
service with the Peace Corps in the Dominican 
Republic and is settling down in the New York 
area. Address: 28 Valley View Dr., Morristown, 
NJ 07960. ... Daryn M. Stier has received the 
M.A. degree in social work from U. Michigan., 
where she works in counseling services. She 
lives in Ann Arbor with David Stevens °85. Ad- 
dress 522 Linden Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48104. 
... Greg Varner is direcjor of the newly-reno- 
vated North Hall on the Oberlin campus. Ad- 
dress: OCMR 15A, Oberlin, OH 44074. ... 
Nancy Wygant is working with a group that 
provides good housing for low-income neigh- 
bors in inner-city Cincinnati. “As a pagan work- 
ing with Evangelical Christians, I'm really using 
my religion major,” says Nancy. “Meanwhile, | 
learn to know the land, tend the garden, and 
quilt.” 


1985 


Formerly an employee of the Medical Coll. of 
Georgia in Augusta, Lauren P. Baker this fall 
entered the doctoral program in neurobiology at 
U. North Carolina-Chapel Hill. After graduating 
from Oberlin, Lauren worked at the Oregon Re- 
gional Primate Research Center in 
Portland. ... Julie Brezon married Paul Nich- 
ols April 4, 1987. Obies in attendance were Al 
Borroni, Anne-Marie Borkowski, Laura 
Miller, and Sue Parsons ’81. Julie is planning to 
become a Spanish teacher; Paul is an estimating 
engineer. ... Brian Brown and Anne Huemer 
86 were married in Tahoe City, Nev., on March 
14. Alumni in attendance were Lauren Baker, 
Kate Berseth ’86, Susan Bolotin, Jennifer 
Clothier, Dave Cohen, Brian Golden ’84, Jim 
Hegarty '84, Wesley Heilman ’86, Susie Isenfeld 
’86, Lucy Isenhart ’86, Dan Levine ’84, Aeneus 
Long ’86, Jessie Lowe ’84, Kate Maloney ’84, Eric 
Morgan ’86, Grace Mueller, Tina Oddliefson 
'86, Michelle Reynolds ’84, Michael Rossotto ’84, 
Sherry Russell’86, Kenny Thompson ’84, Elena 
Vasalla '84, Johanna Walter ’87, and Missy Za- 
briski’86. Brian and Anne are living in San Fran- 
cisco: Address 2339 40th Ave., San Francisco, 
CA 94116....Selected through international 
audition, Philip Dikeman assumed the position 
of principal flutist with the Hong Kong Philhar- 
monic in September, the start of the 1987-88 sea- 
son; he will accompany the orchestra on its Feb- 
ruary tour of Japan. In addition, Phil is a 
member of a wind quintet consisting of all of the 
philharmonic’s principal wind players. He holds 
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the M.M. degree in flute performance from Yale 
U.... Promoted to production editor, Laura 
Helfrich is proofreading and editing mathemat- 
ical texts for journals and books published by the 
Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics. 
... Finished for a while with being a systems an- 
alyst in Virginia, Abra Kaplan has gone back to 
school. He is studying energy analysis and policy 
at U. Wisconsin-Madison in a two-year M.S. pro- 
gram.... Nori Mandell has moved to San 
Francisco, where she can take her lavender 
high-tops out of the closet. She is still in nursing 
school and active in women’s health care and 
childbirth education. She says she misses her 
lover and her cats and would love to hear from 
her friends. Address: 558 Guerrero St., San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94110. Telephone: (415) 864- 
2743. ... Former assistant to the vice president 
of the Charles H. Revson Foundation, Katy 
Mendez is excited about entering the City U. of 
New York Law Sch., a brand new and unique 
school with a focus on public interest law. 
“C.U.N.Y. attracts the kinds of students that 
Oberlin cultivates,” she says, “and! hope to see a 
connection develop between the two schools.” 
... Anna Panettiere, manager of a women’s 
fitness center/health club in Manhattan, will 
marry Philip Kennedy this coming 
spring... . Jean Piatak and Mark Eickhoff '86 
were married August 10. Jean and Mark are liv- 
ing in Boulder, Colo., where both are attending 
U. Colorado. She is working on the D.M.A. de- 
gree in performance and pedagogy; he is work- 
ing on the Ph.D. degree in physics. 
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Since graduation Mark Alexander has been in- 
volved in AIDS activism in New York City. In Au- 
gust he traveled on Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula. 
Address: P.O. Box 292, Times Square Station, 
New York, NY 10108. ... While a student at the 
Sorbonne (U. Paris) this summer, Jim Barnhart 
traveled in Germany and Austria. In the fall, he 
began work on the Ph.D. degree in history at U. 
Chicago. ... Brian Britt in May received the 
M.A. degree from U. Chicago, where he will con- 
tinue in the Ph.D. program in religion and litera- 
ture.... Jordan Brown recently won a seven- 
week laugh-off competition at the Comedy Trap 
in Buffalo. His Dr. Ruth Westheimer routine 
brought the house down, according to the Buf 
falo News, and put him in first place over 50 
competitors. ... “After spending 1986-87 as a 
real person,” she says, freelance cellist, cello 
teacher, and consultant Poppea Anne Dorsam 
has begun work on the M.Mus. degree under 
George Neikrug at Boston U....Mark Ejick- 
hoff and Jean Piatak '85 were married August 
10. Mark is a research assistant in the Joint Inst. 
for Laboratory Astrophysics at U. Colorado- 
Boulder, where he is working toward the Ph.D. 
degree in physics. Jean is also pursuing a degree 
at U. Colorado—the D.M.A. degree in vocal per- 
formance—and is a teaching assistant in the 
voice department of the Coll. of Music 
there. ... This fall Beth Garfinkel entered the 
master’s program in early music at the New En- 
gland Conservatory of Music. Since graduation 
she worked in a bakery—until this past summer, 
when she attended the Baroque Perforomance 
Inst. at Oberlin. Address: 334 Calvert Rd., Me- 
rion, PA 19066.... Rob Hardy is a graduate 
student in classics at Brown U. Last March he 
had dinner with his Oberlin honors advisor, 
Frederick B. Artz Professor of History Marcia 
Colish, who was at Brown to participate in a con- 


ference on conversion. ... Paul Heller is in his 
first year of law school at Villanova U. ... 
Catherine Jordan is pursuing a Ph.D. degree 
in clinical psychology at Wayne State U. and con- 
ducting research on hemophiliacs with AIDS. 
She lives in Ann Arbor with Fred Dulles, who is 
pursuing the Ph.D. degree in physical chemistry 
at U. Michigan. ... Stephen “Debes” Lamkin 
is a graduate student in the Department of Civil 
Engineering at Cornell U....Eric Loew trav- 
eled through India this summer and visited with 
Shansi representative Peter Mayer in Madurai. 
Eric is now teaching physics at the Glenelg Day 
Sch. Address: 1536 T Street NW, Washington, 
D.C. 20009. Phone: (202) 667-3931... . Since his 
graduation, Erik Nelson has been doing vari- 
ous kinds of work: he has taken inventory for 
the Three Arts bookstore, a small store in 
Poughkeepsie off the Vassar Coll. campus; 
worked on the construction of a house in Clinton 
Corners, N.Y.; and tutored in all subjects, espe- 
cially mathematics, at Oakwood Sch., the high 
school from which he graduated. Erik would like 
to hear from other Oberlin graduates in his area. 
Address: Box 102, Sunset Trail, Clinton Corners, 
NY 12514. Telephone: (914) 266-5536. ... Jes- 
sica Tam Offir and Corydon Carlson '88 have 
Officially set the date of their wedding; it will 
take place May 28, 1988, in the College's Fair- 
child Chapel. ... John Thomure works for a 
Wall Street firm specializing in fixed-income se- 
curities. His position as account coordinator for 
the institutional trading desk allows him to coor- 
dinate various institutional trading accounts at 
fixed-income trading desks around the world. 
“Probably not the usual path for an Oberlin 
grad,” says John, “but fun and challenging none- 
theless.” ... Ann Quinn is clarinettist with the 
Cimarron Wind Quintet in Houston. 


1987 

David Craig has been awarded a $2000 schol- 
arship for postgraduate study by the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association. . .. Peace Corps 
volunteer Julie Hover left for the West African 
country of Mali in June to serve as an agro-forest 
specialist... . After completing Peace Corps ori- 
entation sessions in the U.S., Michael Jeffrey 
left in September to help rural farmers in Sierra 
Leone establish fresh-water fish ponds as an ex- 
tra source of food and income. . . . Organist Mi- 
chael Kleinschmidt this spring won first prize 
in the Cleveland chapter of the American Guild 
of Organists (A.G.O.) 1987 national young artist 
competition, held at Plymouth Church in Shaker 
Heights, Ohio. He received a $600 award and 
qualified for the A.G.O. 1987 regional competi- 
tion in Louisville, Ky. Winners from the nine 
A.G.O. regions will compete at the national con- 
vention in 1988. ... John Kunkel is a student 
at the Ohio Sch. of Podiatry. His graduation last 
spring ended 15 years of participation on the 
Oberlin Lacrosse team by a Kunkel. Brothers Bill 
‘75, Dan '78, and Thom ’82 preceded him (see 
respective class notes). This fall marks the first 
since 1964 that a student from the Kunkel’s high 
school, McDonald (Ohio) High School, will not be 
attending Oberlin. .. . Gabriella News is in Ni- 
ger, where she is a Peace Corps volunteer pro- 
moting gardening, health, nutrition, and com- 
munity development projects under the 
direction of the local Cooperative Extension Ser- 
vice. She left for Niger in July... . Chris Milner 
has accepted a research analyst position with In- 
put, Inc., in Vienna, Va. 
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Faculty 

Harvey W. Goldberg, May 20, 1987. Born 
March 13, 1922, in Orange, N.J., he attended U. 
Wisconsin, where he received the B.A. and 
Ph.D. degrees. A renowned professor of history 
at U. Wisconsin and a political activist, he taught 
at Oberlin from 1948 to 1951 and Ohio State U. 
from 1951 to 1963. Among his historical writings 
is the highly acclaimed book The Life of Jean 
Jaures. He also was the editor of American Radi- 
cal and French Colonialism. He is survived by a 
sister and a nephew. 


Irving Thalberg, Jr., Aug. 21, 1987, at age 56. 
He received the Ph.D. degree from Stanford U. 
in 1960. A faculty member at Oberlin from 1960 
to 1963, he was a professor of philosophy at U. 
Illinois at Chicago from 1965 until his death. He 
published three books and over 70 articles in 
journals and philosophical anthologies. The son 
of actress Norma Shearer and producer Irving 
Thalberg, he is survived by his wife, Deborah 
Pellow; three daughters; and a sister. 


Graduate School of Theology 
Ray W. Bosh '54 B.D., June 8, 1986. Retired 
minister of the Pilgrim Christian Church in 
Waverly, Ohio, he was on the state staff of Ohio 
Christian Churches and was director of church 
relations at Hiram Coll. He was a lecturer in 
practical theology in Oberlin’s Graduate Sch. of 
Theology 1965-66. 


Glenn H. Bowlby ’54, S.T.M., Feb. 24, 1987. 
Born April 2, 1918, in Meyersdale, Calif., he was 
executive conference minister, district minister, 
and pastor of the Church of the Brethren from 
1944 to 1969, and, later, owner of the All Cities 
Insurance Agency in LaVerne, Calif. 


Homer Alson Doak '41 B.D., March 12, 1987. 
He was born May 28, 1912, in Wellsburg, Va. He 
received the A.B. degree from Geneva Coll. in 
1935. A Congregational minister for 51 years, he 
last served as pastor of Sacramento's Church of 
the Good Shepherd. He is survived by his wife, 
three sons, a sister, and two grandchildren. 


Reuben Spurgeon Turner '38 B.D., April 30, 
1987. Born in Jennings, La., Turner received the 
M.Div. degree from Vanderbilt U., the D.Div. de- 
gree from Monrovia (West Africa) Coll., and the 
D.H.L. degree from Leland Coll. He served in 
various capacities—including president—at Le- 
land, Tougaloo, Dillard, and Benedict colleges, 
and Allen U.; he also was an AME minister. He is 
survived by his wife, the former Fleda Jackson; a 
daughter; three grandchildren; a sister; and a 
niece. 


Emory Alvin Wadlowe ‘45 S.T.M., May 11, 
1987. Born Nov. 28, 1913, in Dublin, Ga., he re- 
ceived the B.A. degree from Paine Coll., the B.D. 
degree from the Howard U. Sch. of Religion, and 
the D.M. degree from Vanderbilt U. He was a 
minister for many years in Florida, Ohio, and 
Kansas. He is survived by his wife, the former 
Effie B. Johnson; two sons; a brother; two sisters; 
and four grandchildren. 


Fall 1987 


Oberlin Academy 

Bliss R. Forbush, April 6, 1987, at age 91. He 
received the B.A. and M.A. degrees.from U. Chi- 
cago. He was the executive secretary of the 
Friends Meeting in Baltimore for over 21 years. 
During his tenure as headmaster of the Friends 
Sch. in Baltimore from 1943 to 1960, he also was 
president of the Sheppard and Enoch Pratt Hos- 
pital board. 


Kindergarten Training School 
A. Kathryn Foucht Meeker, Feb. 15, 1987. 
Born in 1907 in Harpster, Ohio, she attended the 
college in 1925-26 and later had a career as an 
elementary school teacher. Her husband, Curtis 
Meeker, whom she married in 1931, preceded 
her in death. She is survived by two sons and 
five grandchildren. 


1910 

Bessie Wheeler Berg Brokaw, May 6, 1987, 
two months before her 101st birthday. She was 
head of the music department of Cotner Coll. in 
Bethany, Nebr., until 1913. Preceded in death by 
her husband, the Reverend Augustus David Bro- 
kaw, in 1976, and a daughter, in 1981, she is sur- 
vived by two daughters, a son, 11 grandchil- 
dren, and 14 great-grandchildren. 


Verda M. Kugler Meggers, March 7, 1987. She 
was born Sept. 19, 1888, in Minerva, Ohio. 


Lena Bushong Vradenburg, Jan. 22, 1986, in 
Toledo, Ohio. Born in Leipsic, Ohio, she was 99 
years old. 


1914 

Gertrude Vanatta Schaupp, March 15, 1987. 
She was 94 years old. Born in Brookston, Ind., 
she studied voice in the conservatory from 1910 
to 1914 and then taught music in the Brookston 
and Chalmers schools in Indiana. She was the 
first graduate, in 1923, of the Indiana U. Sch. of 
Music. Later in the year of her graduation she 
opened a piano studio in her home; she special- 
ized in teaching preschool-age children. She 
leaves a son, three daughters—including Vir- 
ginia S. Bailey 42 and Beth Pruet '46, '53 M.A.— 
eight grandchildren, and seven great-grandchil- 
dren. Another sister, the late Agnes Vanatta 
Gustavel, was a member of the Class of 1919. 


1916 
Florence Marie Conrad Osmond, Jan. 10, 
1987. She was born July 3, 1893, in West Chester, 


Pa. 


1918 | 
Ruth Brink Cameron, Aug. 3, 1986. Born in 
Cleveland in 1896, she married Hugh A. Ca- 
meron ’12 shortly after graduation; he preceded 
her in death. She was a teacher's aide at the 
Weekday Nursery in Poland, Ohio, from 1963 to 
1974 and in the 1950s worked as a sales clerk for 
the May Company in Cleveland. She leaves a 
daughter, Elizabeth Cameron Van Iderstine '42; 


two sons, including Robert Cady Cameron ’45; 
eight grandchildren; and five great-grandchil- 
dren. 


Adelaide Gundlach, July 1, 1987. Born in 1890 
in Rochester, N.Y., she pursued additional work 
at the universities of Wisconsin, Kentucky, and 
Freiburg (Germany) and at Milwaukee State 
Teachers Coll. From 1923 to 1955 she was regis- 
trar at Berea (Kentucky) Coll., where she also 
served as foreign-student advisor and, until 
1939, director of admissions. 


Dorothy Lakeman Garland Vale, Jan. 25, 
1987. Born in Honolulu in 1894, she worked af- 
ter graduation as a librarian at Oberlin and at 
Harvard and Princeton universities and received 
the B.L.S. degree from Columbia U. in 1929. In 
1937 she married Walter Chase Vale; he pre- 
ceded her in death in 1953. 


1919 

Edward Carstens, April 4, 1987. Born in 1896 
in Yutan, Nebr., he taught in Nebraska and Michi- 
gan high schools for 47 years. In 1923 he mar- 
ried Muriel E. Thomas; they had three children, 
including Helen Virginia Carstens Thomashia 
48. 


1920 

Khunie Josephine Deisch Foote, Nov. 22, 
1986. She was born in White Lake, S.D., in 1898. 
After graduation she was a teacher and, from 
1928 to 1935, principal of a high school. She 
married Ivan L. Foote in 1935; he survives. The 
Footes had one son. 


Frank Edward Morse, April 4, 1987. Born in 
Troy, Penn., he died four days before his 90th 
birthday. He received the Ed.M. degree from 
Harvard U. in 1928. 


Mildred Marian Tollefson Nelson, April 23, 
1987. Born in Mabel, Minn., she married Nor- 
man Hamilton Nelson in 1923; they had two 
sons. 


Eunice Everett Thompson Shepherd, July 
12, 1987. Born in 1897, after graduation she 
opened the Eunice E. Thompson Piano Studio in 
Washington, D.C., and taught private piano and 
theory lessons there until her retirement in 
1980. Her husband, William Henry Shepherd, 
died in 1982. 


1921 

Marian N. Kemble, May 18, 1987. A physical 
education major as an undergraduate, Kemble 
began her career as an athletics instructor at the 
Elyria, Ohio, YWCA in 1921. In 1922 she began 
employment at Elyria High Sch., where she 
taught girls’ physical education and was dean of 
girls from 1940 until her retirement in 1961. 


Raymond Evelyn Knesal, April 23, 1987. 


From 1925 until his retirement in 1964 he 
coached football, basketball, and track and 


43 


(eyo Sea LL ec ee ae 


taught at John Adams High Sch. in Cleveland. In 
1922 he married Christiana Erma Day ‘21; they 
had two children. 


1922 


Henry Nathaniel Ericson, June 6, 1987. He 
had been director of purchases for Dahlstrom 
Manufacturing Company in Jamestown, N.Y., 
since 1964. He married Colleta Moynihan in 
1941. 


Margaret Steer Huntley Sager, April 14, 
1987. She was 89 years old. A retired teacher 
and social worker and a two-time Democratic 
candidate for the Connecticut state Senate, 
Sager received the A.M. degree in political sci- 
ence from U. Minneapolis in 1924 and a diploma 
from the New York Sch. of Social Work at Colum- 
bia U. She was a 1950 delegate to the White 
House conference on children and youth. Mar- 
ried to Ralph Huntley ‘22 in 1922 and to Clar- 
ence Lane Sager in 1947, she was preceded in 
death by her second husband in 1955. She is sur- 
vived by a step-daughter; a brother, James Steer 
23; a sister, Millicent Steer Foster ‘23; and sev- 
eral nieces and nephews. 


Edwin “Bill” Berry, 
Civil Rights Activist, 
Urban League Director 


Former director of the Chicago Urban 
League Edwin C. “Bill” Berry ’36—who 
brought Martin Luther King to Chicago 
during the turbulent years of the Civil 
Rights movement to march with hundreds 
of others in the name of race relations— 
died May 13 in Chicago at age 77. More 
than 2000 people attended his memorial 
service, held at the University of Chicago’s 
Rockefeller Memorial Chapel, where Studs 
Terkel and Jesse Jackson gave tributes to 
the civil rights activist. Chicago Mayor 
Harold Washington, the city’s first black 
mayor, whose campaign Berry initiated, 
remembered him as “a man for all sea- 
sons.” 

Born in Oberlin, Berry attended Oberlin 
College on an academic scholarship and 
graduated from Duquesne University in 
Pittsburgh. He later attended the Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh’s school of social work 
and did graduate work at Case Western Re- 
serve University. It was in Pittsburgh in 
1937 that he first participated in the Urban 
League Movement. 

Before going to Chicago, Berry was the 
first executive director of the then newly 
organized Urban League of Portland, Ore- 
gon. There were no civil rights laws in Ore- 
gon when Berry arrived in Portland in 
1945; Oregon became the fifth state in the 
nation to pass a desegregation and fair em- 
ployment law in 1949. 

Berry took over as director of the Chi- 
cago Urban League at a time in Chicago’s 
history when the city was more racially 


1923 

Edgar Cecil Crowle, March 3, 1987. Born June 
7, 1899, in Penzance, Cornwall, in England, he 
attended the Trinity Coll. of Music before coming 
to the U.S. to study music. After graduation from 
Oberlin he was organist and choir director in 
Amherst, Ohio; Pontiac, Mich.; and Jackson, 
Mich. He taught private music lessons for many 
years. He was preceded in death by his wife, 
Alice, in 1985. His daughter, four grandchildren, 
and one great-granddaughter survive. 


Frances Louise Graff, May 21, 1987. Born 
Feb. 15, 1900, she taught private piano and or- 
gan lessons for several years after graduation 
and for five was organist for the Rialto Theatre 
in Greensburg, Pa. She later taught harmony at 
the Wickersham Sch. in Pittsburgh and was or- 
ganist and choir director for the Otterbein Evan- 
gelical United Brethren Church in Greensburg. 


Carolyn B. Kahnheimer, June 2, 1987. Born 
in Cardington, Ohio, she was 87 years old at the 
time of her death. From 1926 to 1955 she was a 
surgical transcriber for the Cleveland Clinic, af- 
ter which she was medical record librarian at 


Edwin “Bill” Berry 


segregated than most other large cities 
and communications between white- 
elected city leaders and the black commu- 
nity were minimal. “He was the architect of 
a whole new level of communication,” 
John McDermott, civil rights activist and 
director of urban affairs for Illinois Bell 
Telephone Company, told the Chicago Sun- 
Times shortly after Berry’s death. In this 
volatile tinse in American history, his meth- 
ods to achieve radical change were charac- 
terized by peaceful negotiation. 


Memorial Hospital of Glendale, Calif., until her 
retirement in 1968. 


Helen Y. Carlson Olson, April 13, 1987. She 
was born in 1898 in Chicago and after gradua- 
tion pursued additional studies at U. Chicago and 
Columbia U. She held various positions before 
her retirement in 1958, including teacher of his- 
tory at Naperville (Illinois) High Sch., and case 
worker for Cleveland Associated Charities (later 
the Cuyahoga County Relief Administration). 
She married Arthur Julius Olson ’10 in 1934; he 
preceded her in death. 


Marjorie Florence Rossiter, April 5, 1987. 
Born in Cleveland in 1897, she earned an earlier 
B.Mus. degree in 1917 from Beaver Coll., in 
Glenside, Pa. Several years after graduation she 
began a 30-year career as elementary music su- 
pervisor and teacher in the Elyria (Ohio) Public 
Schools. In her retirement she had been secre- 
tary-treasurer of the area alumni club in St. Pe- 
tersburg, Fla. 


Dorothy Reynolds Withrow, July 12, 1987. 
She was born Sept. 14, 1900, in Rockford, Illi- 
nois. Before marrying Lloyd Withrow '22 in 


Berry once said that his goal was to make 
it all right to be non-white in the United 
States. He made progress toward this goal 
during the 33 years he spent with the Chi- 
cago Urban League. His “blueprint for 
democratic living’—presented to Mayor 
Daley’s administration—moved to elimi- 
nate racial segregation in housing, jobs, 
schools, public accommodations, sanitary 
services, income, and availability of credit. 


Berry organized the Black Illinois Legis- 
lative Lobby and was a driving force be- 
hind the organization of Chicago United; 
the formation of the Coordinating Council 
of Community Organizations, a coalition of 
the city’s grassroots groups; and the pas- 
sage of housing legislation and fair em- 
ployment practices. He was eventually 
chosen by Daley to nominate candidates 
for the Chicago Board of Education. To 
many his supreme achievement was his 
work on the drive to elect Harold Washing- 
ton as Chicago’s first black mayor in 1983. 
He co-chaired Washington’s re-election 
campaign. 


After resigning as head of Urban League 
in 1970 he joined Johnson Products Com- 
pany in Chicago as special assistant to its 
president and hosted a weekly television 
program, ‘People to People.” Throughout 
his career he taught sociology at many col- 
leges and universities, including the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. He received numerous 
awards for his work in race relations as 
well as honorary degrees from Oberlin 
and Northwestern University, among other 
institutions. 


Berry is survived by his wife, the former 
Betsy Gordon, a son, a daughter, two foster 
sons, and a foster daughter. 
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1928, she taught music and was head of the mu- 
sic department at Rockford Senior High Sch. for 
several years after graduation. They had one 
daughter. 


Leona Marie Hill Zizzamia, Aug. 12, 1987. 
Born Dec. 15, 1900, she studied fine arts as an 
undergraduate and pursued additional studies at 
the Pratt Inst., Cooper Union, the National Acad- 
emy of Design, and privately. She worked as a 
buyer for Macy’s in New York City beginning in 
1925 and from 1936 to 1942 worked as a textile 
designer. In 1932 she married Myron Zizzamia, 
who preceded her in death in 1981. They had 
one son. 


1924 

Isabel Smith Osenider Downs, April 28, 
1987. She was born March 26, 1902, in Oil City, 
Pa. 


Nadine Anna Cragg, May 27, 1987. Born Oct. 
27, 1898, in Cleveland, she earned her B.A. from 
Western Reserve U. in 1920, her A.M. from 
Oberlin, and her Ph.D. from U. Michigan in 1952. 
She was a teacher and professor of physical edu- 
cation, taking her retirement from U. Redlands 
in California. 


Joseph Donald Hanawalt, June 26, 1987. He 
was.born July 6, 1902, in Royersford, Pa. Earn- 
ing his A.B. degree in physics from Oberlin, he 
received his A.M. and Ph.D. degrees from U. 
Wisconsin. After retiring in 1963 as a research 
physicist from Dow Chemical Co. in Midland, 
Mich., he joined the chemical and metallurgical 
engineering faculty of U. Michigan, where he 
was named professor emeritus of metallurgical 
engineering in 1973. His first wife, the former 
Lenore Adelaide Smith ’24, died in 1978. He is 
survived by his second wife, Dorothy, and a son. 


Myron Houston Powell, March 30, 1987. He 
was 84 years old. Following graduate work at U. 
California he pursued a career in banking, retir- 
ing as assistant vice president at First National 
Bank of Minneapolis in 1967. His wife of 40 
years, the former Teresa Twite, died in 1973. Sur- 
vivors include daughter Patricia Powell Dawson 
D7, a sister, and three grandchildren. 


John Edmund Churchill Rogers, July 1, 
1987. He was born in Colebrook, Ohio, June 1, 
1899. He taught English and general science for 
40 years at Hawthorne-Boone Junior High Sch. 
in Lorain and was an international expert in suc- 
culent plants, particularly cacti. He is survived 
by his wife, Geraldine, a son, three daughters, 12 
grandchildren, and 15 great-grandchildren. 


1925 

Harold A. Schwind, April 20, 1987. Born in 
Cleveland, he was 84 years old at the time of his 
death. He lived in Elyria, Ohio, for 65 years and 
was owner of Schwind and Son Picture Framing 
Co. He was preceded in death by his first wife, 
the former Olive Grobe, who attended Oberlin 
1920 to 1922: and his second wife, the former 
Helen Eswine. Surviving are his daughter, 
Conna Schwind Whitmore ’50; two sons; four 
grandchildren; and a sister. 

J. Richard Wilson, Jan. 27, 1987. He retired in 
1967 from his position as a salesman in interior 
decorating for Kogen’s Drapery Co. in Chicago. 
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1926 

Clarence J. Amstutz, June 21, 1987. He was 
born Jan. 28, 1903, in Cleveland. He pursued ad- 
ditional studies at the American Coll. Life Under- 
writers. A semi-retired special representative for 
Equitable of lowa, he was elected its Hall of 
Honor agent in 1956. For over 54 years he was 
active in a number of Oberlin alumni and fund- 
raising programs as well as community groups. 
His wife, the former Virginia Mae Seckel ’28, 
died in 1984. He is survived by a son, C. John’55; 
and two daughters. 


Lan-Hui Hsieh, Sept. 29, 1986. She was born 
Oct. 9, 1900, in Tengchow, Shantung, China. 


Alice Prescott Kyes, Dec. 19, 1986. Born June 
19, 1904, in Muskegon, Mich., she received the 
M.A. degree in 1932 from U. Chicago. She taught 
Spanish and French at Muskegon Senior High 
Sch., where she later was appointed assistant 
principal. In 1946 she married Frank Kyes. 


C. Daniel Pennell, Dec. 31, 1986. He was an 
independent insurance and real-estate sales- 
man. 


1927 

Ruth Shappell Barr, March 15, 1904. She was 
born in Orwigsburg, Pa., June 7, 1906. From 
1927 through 1933, she was. an instructor in 
voice and piano at Fisk U. She later received a 
fellowship to study voice at the Juilliard Sch. 
From 1934 to 1941, she was a music administra- 
tor in the Orwigsburg schools; she also gave pri- 
vate lessons at home. 


F. Gibson Head, June 23, 1987. Born Nov. 16, 
1904, he retired in 1984 as a manufacturer’s rep- 
resentative from the Unadilla Laminated Prod- 
ucts Co. His first wife, the former Margaret Ryall, 
died in 1963, and his second wife, Helen Buzard, 
died in 1966. In addition to his wife, the former 
Margaret Fleps, whom he married in 1968, he 
leaves a daughter; a son, F. Gibson Head, Jr. '53; 
five grandchildren; and a great-grandchild. 


Esther M. Ostlund, April 24, 1987. She was 
born July 14, 1904, in Kenosha, Wis. A private 
piano teacher for 60 years, she also was organist 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Kenosha for 52 
years. Surviving are two daughters, including 
Twyla Nitschke ’53, and five grandsons. She was 
preceded in death by her son. 


Genene Noble Stocker, April 1987, in Ocean- 
side, Calif. She taught piano and voice lessons for 
many years and was music conductor of the Pa- 
cific Beach Women’s Club Chorus in San Diego. 
Her husband, Joseph Stocker '24, preceded her 
in death in 1984. She is survived by her three 
sons. 


Ivan Lester Weidmaier, Dec. 22, 1987, in Bra- 
denton, Florida. He was born Sept. 9, 1895, in 
Marion County, Ohio. 


1928 ’ 
Harold Smith Ewing, April 24, 1987. Born 
Sept. 8, 1906 in Willard, Ohio, he received the 
L.L.B. degree from Western Reserve Law Sch. in 


1931. He retired as Judge of the Lorain County 
Probate Court in Elyria in 1979. He is survived 
by his wife, the former Mabel Lawler ’28; two 
sons; and a daughter, Ann Ewing Zeola, who at- 
tended Oberlin 1963-64. 


Ruth Pauline Maurer Moore, July 7, 1987. 
She was born April 1, 1903, in Navarre, Ohio. 
She pursued additional studies in business and 
voice and sang with the English Opera Co. in 
Chicago from 1932 to 1933. She was preceded in 
death by her second husband, Nicholas Moore. 
Survivors include a niece. 


John Ewalt Rodgers, Feb. 20, 1987. Born Aug. 
9, 1905, in Spokane, Wash., he received the M.S. 
degree from Columbia U. in 1936. He was a self- 
employed economist and consultant. He is sur- 
vived by his wife, the former Mary Ann Sargent; 
they had three children. 


Charlotte Irene Root, April 23, 1987. Born 
Oct. 16, 1905, in Westboro, Mo., she studied at U. 
Illinois after graduating from Oberlin. From 
1928 to 1936, she was employed in the public 
school systems of Cortland and Omaha, Nebr., as 
a teacher of Latin and biology and as a library 
clerk. 


1930 

Joseph Edward Gaul, Nov. 27, 1986. Born 
Oct. 21, 1908, in Cleveland, he was a sales man- 
ager. He is survived by his wife, the former 
Kathryn Hedges ‘28. 


Kenneth Graham McDaniel, April 19, 1987. 
He was born May 26, 1906, in Uree, N.C. In 1971 
he retired from the New York Telephone Com- 
pany after 41 years. Survivors include his wife, 
the former Charlotte Stanton; a son; a daughter; 
six grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren. 


Mary G. Webster, June 25, 1987. Born June 6, 
1908, in Cleveland, after graduation she taught 
Cleveland public-school primary grades until 
her marriage to Stanley G. Webster in 1937. In 
addition to her husband, she is survived by a 
daughter, a son, and seven grandchildren. 


1931 

George Henry Jones, March 26, 1987. Born 
Oct. 25, 1909, in Mt. Vernon, Ohio, he received 
the M.A. degree from Oberlin in 1932, the M.A. 
and Ph.D. degrees from Harvard U., and the 
M.L.S. degree from Kent State U. He retired from 
his position as director of libraries at Youngs- 
town State U. in 1974. He leaves his wife, the 
former Elizabeth Clisby, and his son, Randall C. 
66. 


1932 

Dorothy C. Jones, Aug. 4, 1987. Born Aug. 3, 
1910, in Amherst, Ohio, she retired from her po- 
sition as supervisor of music for Lorain Public 
Schools in 1971. 


Margarett Williams Sturgell, Dec. 30, 1987. 
Born Dec. 3, 1908, in Mt. Clemens, Ohio, she 
taught elementary school in Lima, Ohio, public 
schools before her marriage to Virgel Sturgell in 
1938. They had three children. 
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1933 

Frank McArthur Barry, March 4, 1987. Born 
Oct. 17, 1911, in Chicago, he received the M.D. 
degree in 1938 from Western Reserve U. He was 
emeritus professor of surgery at Case Western 
Reserve U., where he taught for 40 years, anda 
retired surgeon. He married Mildred Creighton 
in 1937; they had one daughter. 


Helen Simon Steinberg, Dec. 2, 1986. Born in 
New York City Nov. 15, 1911, she received the 
M.S. degree from the Bank Street Coll. of Educa- 
tion in 1960. She taught in New York City private 
schools until her retirement in 1969. She leaves a 
son and a daughter. 


1934 

Ben Ela, Aug. 16, 1986, in Madison, Wis., in his 
74th year, of lung cancer. After majoring in eco- 
nomics at Oberlin he worked for the Federal 
Power Commission in Washington, D.C. He 
served four and a half years with Wisconsin’s 
32nd Division in the Pacific during World War II. 
Returning to the family farm in Rochester, Wis., 
he changed its focus from dairying to horticul- 
ture and developed Ela Orchard. Survivors in- 
clude his wife, Kathleen; two sons; two daugh- 
ters; a stepson; three grandchildren; sisters 
Jeanette Ela Sawyer ‘22, Mary Ela ’25, and Ade- 
laide Ela Willard '34; and nephews Mark Willard 
65 and Bob Willard ’70 (see Class of 1970 “Col- 
lege and Conservatory Class Notes” in this issue). 
His brother, G. Burgess Ela 26, died in 1976. His 
mother, Louise Burgess Ela, attended the con- 
servatory in 1894. NOTE: This obituary replaces 
an earlier report of Ben Ela’s death in the Winter 
1987 Oberlin Alumni Magazine. 


1936 

Willa Bliss Collins, June 9, 1987, at age 71. 
She was born in Ridgeville, Ohio, and pursued 
further studies at Western Reserve U. and Lake 
Erie Coll. She was involved in music for over 30 
years as a teacher, performer, and administrator. 
She is survived by her husband, Hilbert S.; a 
daughter; two brothers, including Louis Bliss ’39; 
and two grandchildren. 


Elizabeth Richardson Deuble, June 8, 1987, 
at age 72. She is survived by her husband, Paul 
R.; a son; three daughters; and 11 grandchildren. 


Katharine P. Fullerton, April 28, 1987. A re- 
tired salesclerk, she was 76 years old at the time 
of her death. She is survived by two nephews 
and a niece. 


Frank William Melcher, May 3, 1987. Born 
Aug. 6, 1914, in Ottumwa, Iowa, he pursued fur- 
ther studies at the Georgia Inst. of Technology 
and was a retired principal staff chemist with 
Coca Cola USA. He is survived by his wife, Vir- 
ginia E. Melcher 37; two daughters; four grand- 
children; and a sister. 


1937 


Dorothy Taylor Lupton Seabright, April 28, 
1987. She was born Dec. 16, 1913, in Clear- 
brook, Va. 


1938 


Barbara Jane Ward Allen, Sept. 3, 1986. Born 
Oct. 28, 1916, in Akron, Ohio, she received the 
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A.M. degree from U. Wisconsin in 1939. She 
taught French, Latin, English, and Spanish at 
East Junior High Sch. in Boise from 1959 until 
1982. She is survived by her husband, Charles R. 
Allen. 


Henry William Schlag, Oct. 1, 1986. He was 
born July 24, 1907, in Baltimore, Md., and re- 
ceived the A.M. degree from Oberlin. 


1939 
Helen W. Chandler, June 23, 1987, at the age 
of 70. A native of Abington, Mass., she taught 


music in New England public schools for many 
years and retired to Oberlin and Florida. She is 
survived by a son; a daughter; four grandchil- 
dren; and a sister, Dorothy Holbrook, wife of 
Emeritus Danforth Professor of Religion Clyde 
Holbrook. 


1941 

Marion M. Hawkinson Deer, June 12, 1987. 
Born June 13, 1917, in Galesburg, Ill., she pur- 
sued additional studies at the Buffalo Mu- 


Walter Heller, 
Economic Adviser 


Walter Wolfgang Heller ’35, chief eco- 
nomic advisor to presidents John F. Ken- 
nedy and Lyndon B. Johnson and emeritus 
Regents Professor of Economics at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, died June 15 of a 
heart attack at his summer home on Hood 
Canal, near Seattle. He was 71 years old. 

Born in 1915 in Buffalo, New York, to 
German immigrant parents, Heller, a mem- 
ber of Phi Beta Kappa, received the M.A. 
and Ph.D. degrees from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. In 1946, after working 
for the U.S. Treasury for four years, he 
joined the University of Minnesota eco- 
nomics department, where he was made 
chair in 1957. Heller taught undergraduate 
rather than graduate courses at Minne- 
sota, and his introductory class for fresh- 
men and sophomores was so popular that 
it was eventually moved to an auditorium 
to accommodate the large number of stu- 
dents. He continued to teach there after his 
retirement in 1986. 

After being appointed chairman of Presi- 
dent Kennedy’s Council of Economic Ad- 
visers in 1960, Heller, considered by many 
to be one of the most important contribu- 
tors to modern economic policy, was influ- 
ential in initiating the longest period of 
price stability and uninterrupted growth in 
the nation’s history. His “new economics,” 
which advocated tax cuts and deficit 
spending to stimulate the economy, “was 
the cornerstone of the New Frontier,” Sen- 
ator Edward Kennedy, D-Massachusetts 
told the press. “He was one of President 
Kennedy’s greatest gifts to the country.” 
He was twice featured on the cover of Time 
magazine, and Business Week magazine 
named him the “most recognized name in 
economics to the average man on the 
street.” 

Although Heller resigned from his posi- 
tion after the reelection of Johnson and re- 
turned to the University of Minnesota, he 
continued to advise Johnson throughout 
his term and later was an economic advi- 
sor to President Jimmy Carter and the 
Congressional Budget Office. In 1967 he 
presented a statement to Congress, en- 
dorsed by 260 university economists, that 


Walter Heller 


urged higher taxes to counteract impend- 
ing inflation; a temporary tax increase was 
soon approved. Later he was awarded the 
Treasury’s Distinguished Service Award, 
appointed chairman of the board of the Na- 
tional Bureau of Economics Research, and 
elected president of the American Eco- 
nomic Association. Heller served on the 
boards of many corporations, wrote nu- 
merous articles—frequently for newspa- 
per opinion pages, advised foreign govern- 
ments, and was a television economic 
analyst. He was the recipient of honorary 
degrees from several colleges and univer- 
sities, including the LL.D. degree from 
Oberlin. He was an alumni trustee and 
served as an advisor to the trustee's invest- 
ment committee. 

Heller’s wife, the former Emily K. John- 
son, died in 1985. He is survived by a 
daughter and two sons, including Walter 
Perrin Heller, who attended Oberlin 1960- 
61 and is now professor of economics at 
the University of California at San Diego. 
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seum of Science and during the 1940s did mu- 
seum work in Vermont, New York, and Ohio. 
She is survived by her husband, James W. ’38. 
and a daughter. 


1943 

Thomas T. Waugh, July 10, 1987, at the age of 
66. He was born in Bucyrus, Ohio. A recipient of 
the A.M. degree from American U. in 1948, he 
was a self-employed manufacturers’ representa- 
tive for 23 years. He is survived by his wife, the 
former Jean Ross Duthie °44; three sons; a 
daughter; a sister; and three grandchildren. 


Robert W. Wheatcroft, June 29, 1987. Born 
April 20, 1921, in Cleveland, he earned the Ph.D. 
degree from U. California in 1949. His first wife, 
Marjorie E. Prack ’43, preceded him in death. A 
retired research chemist/development manager 
with E.J. duPont de Nemours & Co., he is sur- 
vived by his second wife, Jessie; a son; two 
daughters; and four grandchildren. 


1944 

Eleanor Galison Schwartz, March 16, 1987. 
Born Jan. 21, 1924, she studied with Rosa 
Lhevinne at the Juilliard Sch., where she earned 


Natalie Hinderas, 
World-Renowned Pianist 


Natalie Hinderas °46 (Natalie Henderson 
Monagas), internationally acclaimed pian- 
ist and champion of black performers and 
composers, died of cancer July 22 at her 
home in the Philadelphia suburb of Elkins 
Park. She was 60 years old. 

Hinderas was born in Oberlin and grew 
up in a musical atmosphere: her father was 
a jazz musician and her mother was a pian- 
ist, composer, and teacher at the Cleveland 
Institute of Music. At age 8 she performed 
her first full-length recital; she entered the 
conservatory and performed the Grieg 
Concerto with the Cleveland Women’s 
Symphony at the age of 12. After gradua- 
tion at age 18 she studied with Olga Sa- 
maroff at the Juilliard School of Music and 
later with Edward Steuermann at the Phila- 
delphia Conservatory of Music. 

“Natalie Hinderas was a precocious child 
of 14 when I first met her in Oberlin,” says 
Professor of Pianoforte Frances Walker 
’45. “Ll especially remember her fluent, sen- 
sitive chamber music performance on the 
student recitals in Warner Concert Hall... 
It is tragic that Natalie was struck down at 
the height of her brilliant career.” 

In 1951 Hinderas made her New York de- 
but at Town Hall and soon after signed a 
contract to perform regular radio recitals 
on the NBC television network. She was se- 
lected in 1960 by the U.S. State Department 
to tour Poland, Yugoslavia, Scandinavia, 
the Middle East, Indonesia, Singapore, 


SS 


Fall 1987 


a graduate degree in piano performance in 1947. 
She was a performer and teacher. Survivors in- 
clude her husband, Stanley; two sons; two 
daughters, including Karen ’81; six grandchil- 
dren; a sister; and a brother. 


1945 
Edwin De Turck Kooser, Dec. 17, 1986. He 
was born April 26, 1923, in New York City. 


1950 

Donald Everett Dean, March 14, 1987. Born 
June 3, 1927, in Flushing, N.Y., he also received a 
degree from the Stevens Inst. of Technology in 
1957. He was an analytical laboratory manager 
for Shulton, Inc. He is survived by his wife, the 
former Jean I. Deeves, and three sons. 


Evelyn M. Gorsuch Kimble, March 21, 1987. 
She was born Aug. 9, 1929, in Los Angeles, Calif. 


John E. Metcalf, June 23, 1987. Born in Foo- 
chow, China, June 3, 1925, he earned the M.A. 
degree from Columbia U. in 1951 and pursued 
further studies at American U., U. Paris, and Ox- 
ford U. He received a 1954-55 Ford Foundation 


Natalie Hinderas 


Hong Kong, Taiwan, and the Philippines as 
an American specialist and the following 
year was invited by the American Society 
for African Culture to appear at the open- 
ing of the Cultural Center in Lagos, Nige- 
a. 
With her 1971 Philadelphia Orchestra 
debut, Hinderas became one of the first 
black women to perform as a soloist with a 
major symphony orchestra. During her ca- 
reer she was invited to perform with virtu- 


Fellowship. An international economist with 
New York’s Citibank and the author of globally 
published investment guides, he was the 86th 
member of the Metcalf family to attend Oberlin. 
He is survived by his wife, Ingrid; two sons; a 
daughter; and three grandchildren. 


1952 


Allen Leroy Bowe, June 17, 1986. He was a 
teacher and a minister. Survivors include a son. 


1954 

Nance Peiper Trumper, May 1987. She was 
born March 29, 1932, in Philadelphia. She is sur- 
vived by a son. 


1955 


Portia Benson Leys Sonnenfeld, June 8, 
1987, at age 53. Born in Chicago, she pursued 
further studies at Trenton State Coll. and 
Roosevelt U. She married Albert Sonnenfeld °55 
in 1955. A long-time teacher in the Princeton 
public schools, she was also music director, con- 
ductor, and founder of the Chamber Symphony 
of Princeton and former conductor of the Prince- 
ton High Sch. Orchestra. She won a 1985 na- 


ally every major symphony orchestra in 
the United States. 

A pioneer in the performance of music 
by black composers, Hinderas discovered 
significant music by black artists while re- 
searching lesser-known composers. She 
performed music by George Walker, Natha- 
niel Dett, William Grant Still, and Stephen 
Chamber at the Kennedy Center in Wash- 
ington, D.C., and in recitals across the 
United States. Her record ‘Natalie Hin- 
deras Plays Music by Black Composers” 
received wide critical acclaim and in 1971 
was awarded the Saturday Review Award. 
She toured colleges in the 1960s and 
1970s, presenting performances and lec- 
tures on the black musical heritage of the 
United States and the influence of Afro- 
American music on classical music forms. 

In addition to maintaining her concert 
schedule, Hinderas had been professor of 
music at Temple University since 1968 and 
a member of various panels of the National 
Endowment for the Arts. In addition she 
was a member of the Philadelphia Arts Al- 
liance, the National Board of the Afro- 
American Musicians Organizations of 
America, and the Board of Directors of the 
Philadelphia Urban League, among other 
organizations. She received many awards, 
including the Martha Baird Rockefeller 
Scholarship, the John A. Whitney Award, 
and an honorary doctor of music degree 
from Swarthmore College. She was an 
Oberlin trustee from 1974 to 1979. 

Hinderas is survived by her husband, 
Lionel Monagas; her mother; and her 
daughter. 


tional first prize from the American Society of 
Conmiposers, Authors, and Publishers for adven- 
turesome programming with the chamber sym- 
phony. She conducted on CBS television, public 
television, and cable and appeared as a guest on 
the award-winning series “Women Who Dared.” 
She is survived by her mother, a daughter, a son, 
a sister, a niece, and a nephew. 


1958 

Richard James Owen, Jr., June 27, 1987, at 
age 55. Born in Pittsburgh, he received the 
M.L.S. degree from Case Western Reserve U. in 
1970. Science librarian at Oberlin Coll. from 
1970 to 1971, he also was librarian at Heidelberg 
Coll., and, from 1974 until his retirement in 
1981, head librarian at Youngstown State U. He 
is survived by three sons, two daughters, a sister, 
and a brother. 


1959 

Carol Linda Biber, April 4, 1987, at age 49. 
Born in Newark, N.J., she received the Ph.D. de- 
gree from the City Coll. of New York. She was a 
neuropsychologist at Boston Veterans Adminis- 
tration Medical Center, a teaching fellow in neu- 
rology and, later, a neuropsychologist at the 
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Roberts Hill, Ethel Phillips Huston, Richard Mc- 
Coy, Helen D. Meisner, Florence Aaron Patter- 
son, Louise Conkling Prigge, Robert B. Russell, 
Toshio Sadaie, Lorna Reutener Schroeder, 
Benjamin C. Tayler, Gordon L. Taylor, Dorothy 
Walton Tims, and Nathaniel Warren Weldon. 
Ruth Rawlinson Bergengren 

President, Class of 1940 

Glastonbury, Connecticut 


Ms. Bergengren is a free-lance photographer 
and a volunteer at the Connecticut Audubon 
Society. 


An Early Remembrance of 
Frederick Binkerd Artz 


Going through some of my Binkerd family pa- 
pers recently, I discovered a letter dated No- 
vember 25, 1894, written by an aunt of Fred- 
erick Binkerd Artz to family members living at 
a distance. 

Well, as to the new baby ... he is a 
very fine baby in every way. ... There 
never was one quite like him before. . . . 
His name will probably be Frederick 
Binkerd Artz but it’s not yet quite cer- 
tain because about three or four months 
ago he was named Dorothy, but he stub- 
bornly refused to adjust himself prop- 
erly to the name... .” 

This is not earth-shaking biographical infor- 
mation, but it is a human interest story, not 
likely to reach Oberlin through other chan- 
nels, about a new baby who grew up to have 
an influence on many generations of Oberlin 
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Aphasia Research Center of the Dept. of Neurol- 
ogy at the Boston U. (BU) Sch. of Medicine, anda 
lecturer at BU and Clark U. Her tests, one of 
which bore her name, were designed to evalu- 
ate the memory skills of those who had lost the 
ability to speak. In 1978, she became affiliated 
with Carney Hospital as a psychologist. A cellist 
and pianist, she also received a master’s degree 
in music education from Columbia U. For sev- 
eral years during the 1960s, she worked with the 
noted folk musicologist Alan Lomax. She is sur- 
vived by her husband, Peter Kemble; her par- 
ents; a brother; and two sisters. 


1965 

Fredric Lee Du Bow, April 16, 1987. NOTE: 
Mr. Du Bow’s obituary was incorrectly included 
with those in the Class of 1967 in the Summer 
1987 Oberlin Alumni Magazine. Moreover, the 
entry failed to name his daughter as a survivor 
along with his wife, Sandra Shane-Du Bow ’65 
M.A.T., and son, Shane David Du Bow ’90. 


1973 
Daniel E. Turiel, May 7, 1987, at age 35. Born 


in Skokie, Ill., he pursued further studies at U.. 


Illinois in Champagne. A noted Gulf Coast com- 
poser, he was co-founder of the Naples-Marco Is- 
land Philharmonic Opera Company and founder 


students. The gift of his library to Oberlin, re- 

ported in a recent issue of the alumni maga- 

zine, assures that his influence will also extend 
far into the future. 

Margery Binkerd Wells Steer ’23 

Sandy Spring, Maryland 


Ms. Steer is a homemaker.—Ed. 


Oberlin Ruggers in New York 


Past and present members of the Oberlin Col- 
lege Rugby Football Club (RFC) once again 
rose to their collective apotheosis when they 
made their first annual summer rugby tour of 
the Big Apple the weekend of August 15. The 
festivities kicked off that Friday when Oberlin 
ruggers began gathering at the apartment of 
Adam Greene ’86 and Charles Gundy ’85 in 
Brooklyn. Those to appear on the first night 
were Alex Wilson ’86 (who travelled from Car- 
bondale, Illinois), Andy Soth ’87 (Northfield, 
Minnesota), Paul Nestvold ’86 (The Hague, The 
Netherlands), Dan Lee ’85 (Bridgewater, New 
Jersey), Man Chung ’87 (Hong Kong), Steve 
Pearson ‘89 (Lancaster, Pennsylvania), Don Ta- 
tum ’89 (Canton, Ohio), Todd Lang ’88 (Zenia, 
Ohio), and Nazeem Mahajarine '87 (Ragama, 
Sri Lanka). 

We met the balance of the Oberlin 15 the 
following morning at the playing grounds, lo- 
cated on the banks of the East River in north- 
east Manhattan. Among them were Orestes 
Delatorre 88 (who traveled from Atlanta), 
Matthias Kamm ‘86 (West Germany), and Greg 
Stephens ’87 (Hastings-on-Hudson, New York). 
The Oberlin RFC was supplemented by some 


of the Gulf Coast Opera Company, which he 
served as initial personnel director, president, 
and artistic director; the ensembles were two of 
the first opera companies in southwest Florida. 
He also was principal clarinetist of the Naples 
Concert Band and the Southwest Florida Sym- 
phony. He is survived by his parents, a brother, 
and a grandmother. 


1982 

Charles Lloyd Smoyer, Feb. 28, 1987. He was 
born Oct. 4, 1959, in Allentown, Pa. He was head- 
master of a private school for girls in Florida. 


1983 
Joshua Levitt, May 14, 1987. He was born Nov. 
25, 1961. 


1990 

Geoffrey Alaric Hull, July 7, 1987. He was 
born Aug. 22, 1968, in Buffalo, N.Y. He is sur- 
vived by his parents. 

Lori Ross, July 21, 1987. She was born Aug. 23, 
1968, in Philadelphia. A voice major, she was ac- 
tive in the Oberlin Baptist Church Choir, the Mu- 
sical Union, and in performing works by student 
composers. 


rugby buddies from my high-school days at 
the American School of the Hague. As usual, 
the opposition outweighed the Oberlin side by 
a substantial margin, but we remained un- 
daunted. The playing field, on the other hand, 
was more cause for apprehension because it 
encompassed two manhole covers, a semi- 
brick road, and an oak tree that lay rooted in 
one of the try zones. After some negotiation, 
we were able to have the match moved to a 
neighboring soccer field that was in better con- 
dition. 

New York’s initial attack was quite furious 
but Oberlin held and returned to put the first 
three points on the board by way of a penalty 
goal. The scrums were well contested despite 
Oberlin’s weight disadvantage, and we ended 
up winning almost 70 percent of the ball. In the 
line-outs, Oberlin didn’t fare as well until the 
second half, when shorter lines were used. 
Oberlin’s backs gave a dazzling display and 
were rewarded by a try from winger Todd 
Lang that was also converted to give a half- 
time score of 12-9 in favor of New York. Just 
before the end of the second half, despite ap- 
parent fatigue, Oberlin had the last word and 
scored a beautiful try by the corner flag (cour- 
tesy of yours truly) that was converted to give 
a final score of 30-15. Unfortunately, the score 
favored New York, but Oberlin was quite satis- 
fied with its performance, all things consid- 
ered. 

The party and sing-song that ensued—the 
proverbial third half—was attended by both 
clubs in true rugby spirit. The occasion was 
held at an Irish pub and fast friends were made 


Oberlin Alumni Magazine 


Sa PPA Oa TNS RTT SNARE ES PE AOE Bik ch OR 


with the bar keeper as well as the lads from the 

New York Rugby Club, who all insisted that we 
return in future. 

Paul Nestvold ’86 

The Hague, The Netherlands 


Mr. Nestvold is an M.B.A. candidate at Eras- 
mus University in the Netherlands.—Ed. 


Oberlin Baseball Hero 


On a recent pilgrimage to the Baseball Hall of 
Fame at Cooperstown, New York, my _ hus- 
band, Rob Coppersmith '73, and I were thrilled 
to see a photograph of Oberlin’s first varsity 
baseball team, of the year 1881, on display in 
the exhibit recounting the history of black 
baseball. 

Moses Fleetwood Walker, later a profes- 
sional star in the Negro leagues, and his 
brother, Welday, were on the team. Could you 
reprint the photo? 

Suzanne Bernstein 72 
Staten Island, New York 


See photo on this page. Ms. Bernstein ts can- 
tor of the Brooklyn Heights (New York) 
Synagogue.—Ed. 


Oberlin in Print: 
The Pursuit Continues 


Re Oberlin in print, | submit the prefatory item 
to Sinclair Lewis’s Arrowsmith by Barbara 
Grace Spayd in the 1925-52 Harcourt, Brace & 
World, Inc., editions. She indicates that Lewis 
attended the Oberlin Academy before enter- 


In this photograph of the Oberlin baseball team of 1 581, Mos 


middle row. 
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ing Yale University in 1903. Barbara Grace 

Spayd was my English teacher at Waite High 
School in Toledo. 

Rolland J. Gladieux °31 

Kenmore, New York 


Mr. Gladieux is a retired coordinator in the 
Kenmore Public Schools.—Ed. 


It Can't Happen Here by Sinclair Lewis is an 
account of how fascism swept over the United 
States in the period prior to World War II and 
after Hitler and Mussolini had come into 
power. It is a novel set against the backdrop of 
all the political, religious, and economic orga- 
nizations of the time. 

On page 249 of the copy I obtained from 
Mudd, the New American Education is being 
promulgated: 

The authorities abruptly closed some 
scores of the smaller, more independent 
colleges such as Williams, Bowdoin, 
Oberlin, Georgetown, Antioch, Carle- 
ton, Lewis Institute, Commonwealth, 
Princeton, Swarthmore, Kenyon, all 
vastly different one from another but 
alike in not yet having entirely become 
machines. Few of the state universities 
were closed; they were merely to be ab- 
sorbed by central Corpo universities, 
one in each of the eight provinces. 

Ralph H. Turner 
Emeritus Professor of Psychology 
Oberlin, Ohio 


William Goldman’s novel Boys and Girls To- 
gether mentions Oberlin College numerous 
times. Part of the story appears to be set on the 


es Fleetwood Walker ts far left in the 


campus, with specific references to the Col- 
lege, and to landmarks such as Harkness, Pe- 
ters Hall, and Keep Cottage. 

My copy of this steamy novel dates back to 
1979-80, when I lived with four other women 
Oberlin students in a small white house on 
North Prospect Street. Potential readers of the 
book are clued in to the Oberlin references by 
a note inside the cover: “check out page 200,” 
and by several page markings throughout the 
book. 

Prospect Street housemates Liz Welch, Me- 
lissa Carter, Pam Hill, and Carol Goodwillie (all 
Class of 1980) may be surprised to know that 
the book still exists. | am saving it for our 10th 
Oberlin reunion so that we can take turns sit- 
ting in an old wooden rocking chair and read- 
ing aloud to a special reunion of “Prospect 
Ladies” and select friends. 

Monica Green ’80 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 


Ms. Green is executive director of the Greater 
Cleveland Weapons Freeze Campaign.—Ed. 


Presumably the reference in George Eliot’s 
Middlemarch to J.F. Oberlin doesn't quite 
count, being to the man and not to the 
college ... but pleasing to find, nevertheless. 
Margaret B. Duncan Shearer '69 

Wallingford, England 


Ms. Shearer is a homemaker.—Ed. 


Oberlin is mentioned in Joseph Epstein’s 
“They Said You Was High Class” in his book 
Once More around the Block: Familiar Es- 
says: 

The other day, in a parking lot near 
where | live, | noted a rather dingy Saab 
automobile with an antenna for a tele- 
phone on its roof, an Oberlin College de- 
cal on its back window, and bumper 
stickers reading “National Computer 
Camp” and “I support Greenpeace.” 
Now there is a lot of class and, symbolic 
of our time, a lot of class confusions. 

If that car isn’t owned by someone 
from what today passes for the upper 
middle-class, I'll buy you a salmon 
mousse and a manual on how your chil- 
dren can raise their SAT scores fully 
thirty points. 

Charles J. Krister 34 
Wilmington, Delaware 


Mr. Krister ts a retired manager in product 
regulation for DuPont.—Ed. 


My reference is from Bruce Catton’s son Wil- 
liam, writing for Michigan History, July/Au- 
gust 1987. He describes a tiny college founded 
by Oberlin College alumni in 1858 in Benzie 
County in northern Michigan. By 1900 the 
school was an academy where Bruce Catton’s 
father was principal and Catton himself a grad- 
uate in the 1916 class of about a dozen mem- 
bers. 

I believe | remember Catton’s being honored 
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at Oberlin within the past decade or so. Per- 
haps he even went to college at Oberlin. .. . 
Alice Rice Laitner '43 

Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan 


Ms. Laitner ts a teacher in the Detroit Public 
Schools. 

Bruce Catton did indeed attend Oberlin, 
from 1916 to 1918 and in 1919-20. In 1956 the 
College awarded him the honorary doctor of 
letters degree. 

Since the appearance of “Oberlin in Print” 
in the Summer 1987 Oberlin Alumni Maga- 
zine, 62 more Oberlinians have submitted ref- 
erences to Oberlin in literature. 

Many of you wrote to say that we had over- 
looked Helen Hooven Santmeyer’s ... And 
Ladies of the Club (those who wrote include 
Carol J. Churukian, Barbara Beaumont Cole 
'48, Cindy Clark ’69; Jean Bailey Jerauld 69; 
Lise Lund '81; Jane Riechers Pak '62, Margue- 
rite Wambough Renna '43; Karen May Kane 

'67; and A. Dale Stoppels—parent of Jillon 
Stoppels Dupree ’79 and Elizabeth Anne 
Stoppels ‘83). 

Others of you asked how we could have 


A Flush of Round Robins? 


Conna Bell Shaw’s charming reminiscences 
of the members of a round-robin letter that 
had been in existence since 1928 may not 
be surpassed, but they can bring to mind 
and encourage reporting on other such 
missive marathons. 

One other evidence of alumnae cohe- 
siveness and vitality was recognized in the 
note appended to Max Webster’s letter in 
the same issue (Spring 1987). That “bird,” 
launched in the summer of 1924 by nine 
Baldwinites, has circulated at least annu- 
ally, including no fewer than 10 round trips 
to Turkey, two to Iran, and two to Taiwan. 
Of the nine, Laurine Mack Bongiorno ’25, 
Betty Wilson Copeland ’24, Irene Prichard 
Hungerford ’24, Virginia Wharton Patter- 
son '24, and Bobbie Whaley Webster ’24 
survive the late Grace Smith Gates, Laura 
Grosvenor Millikan, Anita Ruby Peabody, 
and Florence “Pete” Aldrich Woolket (all 
Class of 1924). 

Mabel Whaley Webster ’24 
Claremont, California 


I am proud to relate that at age 90 | still 
belong to a round robin established in 1922 
by members of the Class of 1918. Only 
three of us are left, all 90 this year, still 
clinging to each other. The robin flies 
around faster now that the group is smaller, 
coming every two or three weeks instead 
of every two or three months, and there 
isn't as much news to relate. But we keep in 
touch and are interested in each other’s do- 
ings and families. 

We were drawn together in the begin- 
ning by our closeness as classmates at 
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overlooked the novels of one of our own grad- 
uates, William Goldman ’52. His Boys and 
Girls Together was also mentioned by Profes- 
sor of Chemistry Norman Craig, Peg Dawson 
72, Ken Glasser ’71, Susan Le Favour Kraus 
‘53, and Malcolm Pittman '73. The Color of 
Light was suggested by Norman Craig, Peg 
Dawson, Mark Kelso '82, Nancy Sully '49, and 
John W. Williams '82. Craig referred to Con- 
trol as well. 


Rolland J. Gladieux thought we had ne- 
glected Edwin Reischauer’s autobiography, 
My Life between Japan and America. 


In fact, Santmeyer’s, Goldman’s, and Ret- 
schauer’s works were among President Starr's 
first suggestions in this collecting frenzy, 
along with Sophie’s Choice, by William Sty- 
ron, and works about Thornton Wilder. AL 
though these starters were mentioned in “Let- 
ters” in the winter issue, we regret that we 
confused some of you by neglecting to repeat 
them in the spring or summer issue. 


We wish we had enough space here to print 
all the notes that accompanied your submis- 
sions. They are included in the great list (avail- 
able for a self-addressed, stamped envelope) 


Churchill Cottage in our freshman and 
sophomore years in 1914-1916. There 
wasn't much to do in Oberlin then but en- 
joy our friends. At night, when we weren't 
allowed out after 7:30, the social hour 
around the piano after dinner with the 
young men who came in to eat and per- 
haps to help with the dishes or with other 
duties, was jolly and important. Lasting as- 
sociations were made. 

After those first two years our paths di- 
vided, but my senior roommate at Das- 
comb, Mary Ziegler, was a Churchill friend, 
and because of that all our friendships have 
remained. 

Mary Ziegler, from Lansdowne, Pennsyl- 
vania, taught French in Cleveland after 
graduation. Dorothy Brush, after teaching 
physical education in Kalamazoo, Michi- 
gan, moved to Cleveland to teach. The two 
quickly renewed their friendship of Chur- 
chill days and decided they wanted to hear 
from members of the old group that were 
close back then. Thus our round robin was 
started. 

There were six of us: Mary; Dorothy 
Brush and Frances Fitch of Elyria, Ohio; 
Dorothy Dix Williamson of Clearwater, 
Florida; Marilla Ohl of Chardon, Ohio; and 
me, Norma Ruth Hutton of Constantine, 
Michigan. 

Mary Ziegler and Harry McPhee met and 
got to know each other in a rather roman- 
tic way, washing dishes at Churchill. They 
dated and became engaged. He was of the 
Class of 1917 and a football star. After grad- 
uation, while Mary taught high-school 
French, Harry served in World War I, as did 
all of our men friends of that era. On his 


of Oberlin mentions in print still being com- 
piled. 
New submissions as of late October are: 


e Vassily Aksyonov, “A Russian Summer in 
New England” in Jn Search of Melancholy 
Baby (submitted by Susie Kantt ’86) 

e Peter S. Beagle, The Folk of the Air (submit- 
ted by Julian Pranata ’84) 

¢ Robert O. “Buddy” Blechman ’52, The Jug- 
gler and Our Lady (submitted by Jane K. 
Ecker 50) 

¢ Craig Brandon, Murder in the Adirondacks: 
‘An American Tragedy’ Revisited (submitted 
by Jane Woelfel Reeve °45) 

e Susan Cheever, Looking for Work (submit- 
ted by Nancy Butler Kane '56) 

¢ Carroll C. Calkins, ed., The Story of America 
(submitted by Joan Baxter ’48) 

¢ Norman H. Clark, Deliver Us from Evil: An 
Interpretation of American Prohibition (sub- 
mitted by Susie Kantt ’86) 

e Alfred Cowles, The True Story of Aluminum 
(submitted by Professor of Chemistry Norman 
Craig) 

e Karl Detzer, Myself When Young (submitted 
by Bill Moll ’66) 


return he attended medical school at West- 
ern Reserve University in Cleveland. So 
they were married, Mary continuing to 
teach French until Harry received his medi- 
cal degree in 1924. After four years at lowa 
State College in Ames, Iowa, he was called 
to Princeton University, Princeton, New 
Jersey, to be doctor of athletic medicine. He 
spent the remainder of his career there 
serving at the University Hospital as well as 
attending all football games and other ath- 
letic games to treat wounds and injuries. To 
aid the prevention of injuries he invented 
several devices that were widely accepted 
and are now in use. He was also head of a 
group of doctors attending the United 
States contingent of athletes participating 
in the Olympic contests at home and 
abroad including the games at Japan, Aus- 
tria, Finland, Germany, Innsbruck, and 
Rome. Mary went with him to these events 
and we shared their experiences second 
hand in our round robin. Mary and Mickey, 
the usual appellation by which Harry was 
known, raised three children. The oldest, 
Roemer, is a lawyer in Washington, D.C., 
and served on the White House Staff during 
the Eisenhower administration. Laura Ann, 
married, lives at Gibson's Island, on the 
eastern shore of Maryland. She is a kinder- 
garten teacher, mother of four children, 
and grandmother of three. John McPhee, 
the younger son, a well-known journalist 
and author, is an editor of the New Yorker, 
and a lecturer at Princeton University. 
Mary writes now about her 12 grandchil- 
dren and three great grand-children. 
Dorothy Brush, who with Mary started 
our round robin, married Donald 
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e Junius Edwards, The Immortal Woodshed 
(submitted by Professor of Chemistry Norman 
Craig) 

e Richard Ford, 7he Sportswriter (submitted 
by Jane Riechers Pak '62) 

e Dorie Friend, Family Laundry: A Novel 
(submitted by Mary B. Hartson McCalla '43 
and by Carol Ganzel, editor of the Observer, 
Oberlin’s faculty and staff newspaper) 

e MR. Garis, Martha Root: Lioness at the 
Threshold (submitted by Deborah Gray Mor- 
gan ‘72) 

e¢ Morgan Gibson ‘50, Revolutionary Rexroth: 
Poet of East-West Wisdom and Kenneth Rex- 
roth (submitted by Morgan Gibson) 

e Wolfgang Hegewald, Jakob Oberlin oder 
Die Kunst der Heimat (reference is to the 
town, submitted by Susan R. Rambow ’57) 

e Helen Lefkowitz Horowitz, Campus Life 
(submitted by Paul Marthers 82) 

e Fred Howard, Wilbur and Orville: a Biogra- 
phy of the Wright Brothers (submitted by 
Mary A. Gerber 37) 

e Isabel Huggan, The Elizabeth Stories (sub- 
mitted by Andra Marx ’80) 


(Continued on page 52) 


McQuilkin, a Cleveland accountant who 
was an aviator returned from World War I. 
Together they enjoyed going to many con- 
ventions of the World War I flyers. The 
mother of four lively children, a son and 
three daughters, Dorothy also made use of 
her skills in physical education in various 
volunteer services in the community. Their 
son Donald carries on his father’s business 
in Cleveland. He, his wife, and his three sis- 
ters are all Oberlin alumni. 

Frances Fitch married her high-school 
sweetheart, Kenneth Boylan, soon after 
graduation. He had graduated from Notre 
Dame, and had started a gift shop in Elyria. 
Frances was interested in literary pursuits. 
She was happy being totally domestic and 
mother of three children, a boy and two 
girls. 

Dorothy Dix Williamson, back home in 
Florida, married Charles Hunt, who was 
with the State Agricultural Department and 
head of the unit inspecting citrus groves. As 
a result of his experience he was successful 
with investments in orange groves. They 
had two sons. As they grew, Dix, always a 
doer, opened a restaurant in Lake Wales. 
When she prospered, she started a second 
one in Winter Haven. 

Marilla Ohl, after teaching English for 
two years in her home town, moved with 
her mother to Florida, where she was head 
of the English Department of the Fort 
Lauderdale High School for 13 of the 16 
years she taught there. In 1936 she married 
Herman Millard, a rancher, who took her to 
live in Deming, New Mexico, about 100 
miles west of El] Paso, Texas, near the Mexi- 
can border. Her letters began giving us 
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Relive the glorious 150th Anniversary 
Musical Reunion concert of May 24! 


Or hear it for the first time if you were 
unable to attend Commencement/ 
Reunion Weekend. 


A cassette tape is now available with 

e the choruses from the Messiah and 
Elijah 

© conductor Daniel Moe’s remarks 
about the 150 years of great music that 
have been Musical Union's history 

¢ National Public Radio's tribute to 


glimpses of a different culture from that of 
the East, different scenery, and dinners out 
in Mexican restaurants. Marilla kept on 
teaching English, was elected county su- 
perintendent for three terms, then became 
librarian of the junior high school for eight 
years until she retired at age 70. She hada 
long, worthwhile career that has brought 
her many letters of appreciation from 
former students. 


As for me, after teaching Latin and math- 
ematics in Kansas, I returned to Michigan 
and taught Latin and English in Three Riv- 
ers High School, eight miles from my home 
town. When my high-school boyfriend, 
Neil Greensides, returned from two years’ 
service in the Army in France and Ger- 
many, and had become cashier of the local 
bank, we were married in 1920. Then Neil 
became a bank examiner with the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation when it was 
created in 1933. During our association 
with the corporation we lived in Madison, 
Wisconsin; Short Hills, New Jersey; and 
Washington, D.C. In 1964 Neil retired, 
winding up his career as chief of the Divi- 
sion of Examination and assistant to the 
chairman of the corporation. However, he 
was then summoned to Trenton, New Jer- 
sey, as president of the Trenton Trust Com- 
pany, where we lived for 11 years. There 
we saw the McPhees often in nearby 
Princeton. Neil and I have traveled during 
our Trenton and retirement years to Eu- 
rope several times, to the South Pacific, the 
Orient, and to South and East Africa, wind- 
ing up with a safari to several of the vast 
wild animal reserves. These experiences, 
as well as the cultural events we enjoy at 


Pama pape 
Musical,~Union 
on Jape 


Musical Union, broadcast a few days 
before the reunion 


On side two of the tape listen to the 
spring 1987 concert of the Musical 
Union featuring Edward Elgar’s little- 
known masterpiece “The Music 
Makers.” 


Send your check for $8.00, made out 
to Oberlin College, to the Alumni 
Office, 105 Bosworth Hall, Oberlin, OH 
44074. Tapes will be made to order 
and mailed in January. 


home in Bethesda, have provided me with 
news to write in the round robin! Also, my 
two daughters and three grandchildren, in 
the area, give me more news. 


The lives of the six of us took on diver- 
gent paths, as our interests were also di- 
verse. But we met at Oberlin class re- 
unions, visited each other at times, and the 
round robin kept us together in spirit. 

The first to drop out was Frances Fitch 
Boylan, who died of cancer in 1949. Her 
younger sister, Bertine Fitch Hopkins, also 
an Oberlin graduate, took her place for a 
few years and then dropped out. Then Dix 
became too busy with her restaurants. 
There was a lapse of some months in the 
1950s before the remaining four of us 
caught up again, realizing what had hap- 
pened. The four of us continued for years 
until Dorothy Brush McQuilkin died in 
1983 in a nursing home near her long-time 
Lakewood, Ohio, home. Now Mary, 
Marilla, and I are the three who continue. 


Neil and I hope that next year we will be 
able to return to Oberlin for my 70th re- 
union. We often stop in Oberlin, en route to 
Michigan, to stay at the Inn and enjoy the 
memories that a view of the Oberlin cam- 
pus recalls. I shall never forget the lovely 
concerts and the values imparted to us. Be- 
cause of the cultural and spiritual experi- 
ences Oberlin gave us, we came to feel we 
had a special relationship, and this is what 
inspired our round robin and sustained us 
through the years. 


Norma Hutton Greensides ‘18 
Bethesda, Maryland 
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e John Jakes, The Lawless and The Ameri- 
cans (submitted by Wayne J. deVyver '27) 

e Paul E. Johnson, A Shopkeeper’s Mille- 
nium: Society and Revivals in Rochester, New 
York, 1815-1837 (submitted by Susie Kantt 
86) 

e Erica Jong, Fear of Flying (submitted by El- 
len Bauerle ‘80 and by Amy Harrison ’85) 

e Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee, /n- 
herit the Wind (submitted by Nancy Butler 
Kane °56) 

¢ Caroline Leavitt, Family (submitted by Bon- 
nie S. Lawrence '70) 

e Gerda Lerner, The Grimke Sisters from 
South Carolina: Pioneers for Woman's Rights 
and Abolition (submitted by Susie Kantt ’86) 
e Sinclair Lewis, Elmer Gantry (submitted by 
Rolland J. Gladieux ’31 and by Professor of Bi- 
ology Michael Zimmerman) 

e Gerald McFarland, A Scattered People: An 
American Family Moves West (submitted by 
OAM assistant editor Emily Nunn) 

¢ Doris McKay, “In Memorium” (Martha Root) 
in The Bahai World: A Biennial International 
Record, Volume VIII (submitted by Deborah 
Gray Morgan '72) 

¢ William G. McLoughlin, Revivals, Awaken- 
ings, and Reform (submitted by Susie Kantt 
86) 

e John McPhee, “Heirs of General Practice” in 
Table of Contents (submitted by Barbar Hayes 
Ambler 48) 

e James Michener, Legacy (submitted by Hen- 
rietta W. Dold ’48) and USA: The People and 
the Land (submitted by Joan Baxter '48) 

e Herbert Mitgang, “Annals of Government 
(Investigating Writers)” in The New Yorker, Oc- 
tober 5, 1987 (suggested by Emeritus Professor 
of Physics Robert Weinstock) 

e FJ. Pettijohn, Memoirs of an Unrepentant 
Field Geologist (submitted by Emeritus Profes- 
sor of Physics Robert Weinstock) 

¢ John P. Marquand, Stopover: Tokyo (submit- 
ted by Thomas H. Rea ’51) 

¢ Kenneth Rexroth, An Autobiographical 
Novel (submitted by Morgan Gibson ’50) 

¢ Don Robertson, Praise the Human Season 
(submitted by Robert C. Lafeld ’60) 

¢ Berton Roueche, Sea to Shining Sea (sub- 
mitted by Jeffrey A. Auerbach ’87) 

¢ Frank G. Slaughter, Jn a Dark Garden (sub- 
mitted by Sigrid Casey, former Oberlin assis- 
tant professor of art) 

¢ Barbara Miller Solomon, /n the Company of 
Educated Women (submitted by Jean Miller 
85) 

¢ Gloria Steinem, Outrageous Acts and Eve- 
ryday Rebellions (submitted by Susan Parson- 
Nemchonok ’81) 

¢ Karen Thorsen, “Coed Dorms: An Intimate 
Campus Revolution” in Life, November 20, 
1970. Bill Ray, photographer (submitted by 
Jane K. Ecker ’50) 

¢ John Updike, A Month of Sundays (submit- 
ted by Charlotte Gunn ’70) 

¢ Jonathan Valin, Final Notice (submitted by 
setty Gabrielli, newswriter in Oberlin’s Office 
of Communications) 
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¢ Kurt Vonnegut, Deadeye Dick (submitted 
anonymously) 

e Irving Wallace, The Man (submitted by Paul 
Heller ’86, who saw the work as a movie star- 
ring James Earl Jones) 

¢ Edward N. Waters, Victor Herbert (submit- 


ted by Joan Baxter ’48) 

e Manfred W. Wenner 56, Modern Yemen 
1918-1966 (submitted by Manfred W. Wenner) 
e¢ Rosamond McPherson Young ’34, Made of 
Aluminum (submitted by Professor of Chemis- 
try Norman Craig) 


Seeking Future 
Oberlin Students 


Have you identified anyone recently as a likely candidate 
for Oberlin College? Even if the student you have in mind 
hasn’t yet considered Oberlin, please fill out this 
Alumni Prospective-Student Referral Form 
and mail it to: 


J. Leon Washington, Director of College Admissions 
Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH 44074 


Michael Manderen, Director of Conservatory Admissions 
Conservatory of Music, Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH 44074 


From: 


Name 
Address 
City 


Area code/telephone number 


Oberlin class year 


Zip 


Send an Oberlin admissions packet to: 


Name 


Address 

City 

Area code/telephone number 
High School name 

Year of H.S. graduation 

High School city and state 


Interest: || Conservatory o 


College 


For potential conservatory students only, please indicate 


instrument, voice, or area of interest: 


See 


Comments: 
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Another Collecting Binge: 
How about Place Names? 


With reference to President Starr's project of 
collecting references to Oberlin in recent fic- 
tion and non-fiction, may I broaden the field to 
include other Oberlin place names? Besides 
Oberlin, Ohio, towns named Oberlin occur in 
Kansas, Louisiana, and Pennsylvania—all at 
least 90 years “recent,” inasmuch as they ap- 
pear in The Century Dictionary and Cyclope- 
dia on maps copyrighted 1897. 

Do the United States or other countries have 
other Oberlins, and do any of our alumni live 
in or near any of these? I'd be happy to learn 
about them and circumstances of their found- 
ing and history. 

Kensington, California, has an Oberlin Ave- 
nue, but many streets and the like may be 
named after Oberlin. . . . 

Wilfred H: Ward °37 
Orinda, California 


Janet Duff Murphy shares Mr. Ward’s curious- 
ity; read her letter, which follows.—Ed. 


This summer, my husband and I took a short- 
cut through the middle of Kansas. I was very 
excited when I saw that we'd pass through 
Oberlin. Although the names of many towns 
are duplicated, | had never seen another 
Oberlin and just had to find out if there was a 
connection. 

Several inquiries got us nowhere, so that 
night I wrote a letter to the mayor. of Oberlin, 
Kansas, telling how impressed I'd been with 
the obvious community spirit—and how anx- 
ious I was to learn about its history. 

Three weeks later, when we’d arrived 
home, there was a nice letter from Mayor 
Idella Frickey with pamphlets and a Polaroid 
picture of the sign of the town name made en- 
tirely of barbed wire, which we had seen 
there. 

According to the “History of Oberlin, 1885- 
1985,” an R.A. Rodehaver was the first post- 
master of Sappa City, Kansas, in 1872. In 1874 
the name of the town was changed to West- 
field; then “on July 5, 1878, Rodehaver, origi- 
nally from Ohio, had the same land as “West- 
field’ platted as the town of Oberlin in honor of 
Oberlin, Ohio.” 

So now I am curious about his connection 
with Oberlin, Ohio. Can you enlighten me? 
Certainly many others must have “discov- 
ered” Oberlin, Kansas, too? 

Janet Duff Murphy "43 
Fort Worth, Texas 


Ms. Murphy is emeritus instructor of physical 
education at Texas Christian University. 
Gertrude Jacob ’29, ’30, volunteer in the 
Oberlin College Archives, agrees with Wilfred 
Ward that Oberlin is the name of other towns 
in Kansas, Louisiana, and Pennsylvania. 
From her search through archival files, she 
adds Michigan, North Carolina, and Oberlin 
Bay in Georgian Bay, Ontario, Canada, as lo- 
cations of other towns with the Oberlin name. 
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But although Mrs. Jacob found more infor- 
mation about Mr. Rodehaver that relates to 
his life in Kansas, she did not find records of 
him in Oberlin College student records or in 
Oberlin city directories from the 1870s. 
Known in some records as John Rodehaver, 
the mysterious double-Oberlinian has been 
reported or thought to be a cousin to Billy 
Sunday, Mrs. Jacob says.—Ed. 


Other People’s Mail 
Dear Dr. Starr: 

I want to thank you for your contribution to 
my “Chautauqua experience” last week during 
Humor in America week. Were it not for your 
kind words informing the Chautauqua Institu- 
tion’s programing office of my serious studies 
of humor, I most probably would not have 
been selected as the keynote speaker. 

My lecture entitled “Making Sense of Humor 
& Other Laughing Matters” was well-received 
by the 3000-4000 Chautauquans who at- 
tended. (You may be distressed to hear that 
more people attended my lecture on humor 
than attended the lectures of Ed Meese and 
Barbara Bush, who were there earlier during 
the summer.) I think I was able to accomplish 
my goals of both educating and entertaining 
the audience. 

I hope my lecture will influence the number 
of applicants who apply to Oberlin in subse- 
quent years (in a positive direction, of course). 
Incidentally, in order to fully recreate the at- 
mosphere in the amphitheater on August 3, 
you must realize that throughout my lecture, I 
was dressed in a pastel clown outfit, wore a red 
rubber nose, and proudly held a flag bearing 
the college’s emblem. Don’t worry, I told them 
you would explain it all when you are there at 
the end of the month for Soviet-American Re- 
lations Week. 

Jordan Brown ’86 
Williamsville, New York 


See Jordan Brown's class note for more infor- 
mation about his recent activities. Brown ts 
Oberlin’s first and so-far only humor major 
and the only known humor major in the 
country.—Ed. 


Dear Professor [William] Fuchsman_ [chair- 
man, Department of Chemistry]: 

The Council for Chemical Research (CCR), 
an organization designed to promote appropri- 
ate university/industry relationships, presents 
annually an award to an individual who has 
contributed in an outstanding manner to the 
promotion of university/industry relations. 
The award carries with it a $5000 grant to the 
school selected by the recipient. 

I'm pleased to advise that | have been 
named winner of the 1987 CCR award, and 
have selected the Chemistry Department of 
Oberlin as recipient of the $5000 grant. 

As you may know, | completed my under- 
graduate education in chemistry at Oberlin in 
1948 as one of the returning veterans from 


World War II. Bill and Toni Renfrow were key 
members of the staff at that time—and Bill was 
especially helpful in my entrance into gradu- 
ate school at Carnegie Mellon. I'd like espe- 
cially to note that the grant be in honor of their 
role in the teaching of chemistry at Oberlin. 

It is perhaps especially fitting that this grant 
go to Oberlin College, in view of the leadership 
Oberlin has shown over the past few years in 
hosting the conferences on the role of liberal 
arts colleges in maintaining the nation’s sci- 
ence and technology base. I have recently re- 
quested and reviewed the reports by Sam Car- 
rier and David Davis-Van Atta, and am proud 
of both the findings of these excellent studies 
as well as the key role played by Oberlin and 
other liberal arts colleges in providing the sci- 
entific talent that sustains our major graduate 
research institutions. 

Please use the grant as most befits your de- 
partment’s needs —which you know far better 
than I. 

S. Allen Heininger '48 
St. Louis, Missouri 


The Chemistry Department has decided to use 
Mr. Heininger’s grant to purchase an ozone 
generator to use in synthesizing and degrad- 
ing carbon-containing compounds. Emeritus 
Professor Renfrow also used ozone in experi- 
mental reactions in research he carried out at 
Oberlin. A plaque honoring the Renfrows and 
Mr. Heininger will be mounted on the equip- 
ment.—Ed. 
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The Oberlin Book of Bandstands edited by S. 
Frederick Starr. The Preservation Press. The 
Oberlin Book of Bandstands celebrates the pictur- 
esque and often exotic structures that were mag- 
nets for community life across America in the 19th 
century. 

As many towns begin Main Street and other revi- 
talization projects, restoration of an existing band- 
stand or re-creation of a lost one is becoming a sym- 
bol of renewed community life and arts. The plans 
and process are documented in this book, which 


gives an illustrated history of bandstands and also 
serves as a pattern book of ideas to help towns build 
bandstands of their own. Emphasis is given to 
Oberlin’s new Clark Bandstand (see related stories 
and photographs elsewhere in this issue) and on the 
competition that brought forth the winning design 
and 146 other submissions, 50 of which are shown 
in the book. 

Foreword by Charles Gwathmey, FAIA, principal 
architect of Gwathmey Siegel and Associates Archi- 
tects; additional essays by S. Frederick Starr; Mar- 
garet Hindle Hazen, consultant to the archives of 
the National Museum of American History of the 
Smithsonian Institution; Theodore Liebman, FAIA, 
of the Liebman Melting Partnership, Architects and 
Planners, and adviser for Oberlin’s Great Band- 
stand Design Competition; and Julian Smith, archi- 
tect of the Clark Bandstand, in private practice. 

Starr is president of Oberlin Coll. He has written 
previously on the history of architecture, including 
a recent study of New Orleans architecture. 


Foundations of Child Advocacy edited by 
Donald C. Bross and Laura Freeman Mi- 
chaels ’82. Bookmakers Guild, Inc. Founda- 
tions of Child Advocacy provides “the kind of guid- 
ance, insight and extralegal knowledge that is 
highly valuable for anyone involved in child protec- 


tion, lawyer and nonlawyer alike,” says Boston 
Coll. professor of law Sanford J. Fox. It lays the 
groundwork for a comprehensive study of the legal 
issues facing the guardian ad litem for abused and 
neglected children. In it, the authors discuss the 
roles of the attorney, caseworker, and pediatrician 
and offer guidelines for investigations and trial is- 
sues, providing insight into legal representations on 
such topics as child custody, protection of child wit- 
nesses, medical care and neglect, neglect of the un- 
born, use of evidence and experts, and the liability 
of the professional. 

Laura Freeman Michaels is associate director of 
the National Association of Counsel for Children. 
She serves as a guardian ad litem. 


Studies in American Political Development 
edited by Stephen Skowronek ’73. Yale U. 
Press. Studies in American Political Development 
is the first volume of a new annual that reflects the 
growing interest among political scientists in the 
historical development of political institutions in the 
United States. The annual will provide a forum for 
this field and will encourage the exchange of ideas 
among the subfields of America and comparative 
politics. 

Skowronek is professor of political science at 
Yale U. 
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1988 Alumni Tours 


Send coupon to: Midge Wood Brittingham, 
Oberlin Alumni Association, 105 Bosworth Hall, 
Oberlin, OH 44074. 


Please send information on the following 
Oberlin alumni tours: 


L] India Dec. 28, 1987-Jan. 16 
(SOLD OUT) 


England June 1988 
France October 1988 


Australia/New Zealand/Papua New 
Guinea Dec. 27, 1988—Jan. 15, 1989 


_J Japan Spring 1989 


; 1988 


Beane 


\J Yugoslavia/Turkey Summer 1989 


Name 


Class 


Street 


City _ Abed 9 


State =. ES eS Sh) : = 
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1988/89 Alumni Tours 


INDIA ¢ December 28, 1987-January 16, I‘ 88 oc 


Joint trip with the Shansi Association... eseortade By forihEr) 


fessor of sociology and Indiari, agi sihe 
Includes Delhi, Agra, Varanash UR-M 


pets Yebresentatives Joe Elder ' 51, pro- 


fas \ LMedurai hone - hang affiliated colleges), Bangalore. 


Aurangabad (Ajanta and Ellore- “CAves) and Bombay. Cost: $3495 from New York City. 


ENGLAND—LIVING WITH STYLES ® June 1988 


Escorted by Robert Pierce, professor of English and specialist in Shakespeare and the Renaissance, 
and Barbara Bowman Pierce ‘66, assistant director of the Alumni Association. A two-week explora- 
tion of English country and town houses, castles, and palaces as expressions of various styles of 
living over the centuries. Emphasis on homes and literary settings associated with major literary 
figures, including Shakespeare, Jane Austen, and George Bernard Shaw. Includes Canterbury, London 
(three days), Windsor, Salisbury, Stratford, Oxford, and Cambridge. 


FRANCE—MY FAVORITE PLACES ° October 1988 

Led by Emeritus Professor of Art Paul Arnold ‘40 and Sally Claggett Arnold ‘41. With an emphasis 
on art, artists, and architecture, the two-week tentative itinerary includes Avignon, Aix, Arles, the 
Dijon area, Les Baux, Montpellier, Toulouse, the Tours area, Chartres, and Versailles. Optional three- 


day extension in Paris. 


AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND/PAPUA NEW GUINEA ¢ December 27. 1988- 


January 15, 1989 (approximate dates) 


Three-week trip; details to be announced. 


JAPAN ¢ Spring 1989 


Three-week joint trip with the Shansi Association include: 
Gay and James Dobbins, faculty members of Oberlin's F 


announced. 


YUGOSLAVIA/TURKEY * Summer 1989 


Two-week trip; details to be announced 


S visit to Obirin Gakuen. Led by Suzanne 
ast Asian Studies Program. Details to be 
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Brocade River Poems: Selected Works of the 
Tang Dynasty Courtesan Xue Tao translated 
by Jeanne Larsen ’71. Princeton U. Press. 
Xue Tao (A.D. 768-831) was a well known poet in an 
age when all men of learning were poets—and al- 
most all women were illiterate. As an entertainer 
and official government hostess, she met, and im- 
pressed, many of the most talented and powerful 
figures of her day. As a Taoist churchwoman and a 
papermaker, she maintained a life of independence 
and aesthetic sensibility. As a writer, she created a 
body of work that is considered by many to be by 
turns moving, amusing, and thought provoking, 
drawing on a rich literary tradition. 


This bilingual edition contains about two-thirds of 
Xue Tao’s extant poems. The translations are based 
on readings of the originals and extensive research 
in both Chinese and Japanese materials. Notes at 
the end of the book explain allusions and place the 
poems in the context of medieval Chinese culture 
and its great literary heritage. The opening essay 
introduces Xue Tao’s work and describes her unu- 
sual life history. 


Larsen is associate professor of English and crea- 
tive writing at Hollins Coll. and the author of a book 
of poems, James Cook in Search of Terra Incognita. 


Testing the Social Safety Net: The Impact of 
Changes in Support Programs during the 
Reagan Administration by Martha Burt and 
Karen Johnson Pittman ’73. The Changing 
Domestic Priorities Series, Urban Institute 
Press. Tracing the effects of federal actions through 
local and state government to service delivery 
agencies and the needy, this book questions 
whether changes the Reagan administration has 
made in its support of certain needy groups have 
affected their welfare adversely. The authors have 
compiled, during visits to four diverse urban areas, 
empirical information about three groups (abused, 
neglected, and dependent children; the chronically 
and mentally ill, and low-income elderly) in the pre- 
Keagan era and following years. Finding that local 
governments have fewer resources for a growing 
number of welfare recipients, the authors ulti- 
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mately conclude that the groups studied have suf- 
fered significantly. 
Pittman is director of the Children’s Defense Fund 


and of an adolescent pregnancy project in Washing- 
ton, D.C. ; 


Reagan, Trilateralism and the Neoliberals: 
Containment and Intervention in the 1980's 
by Holly Sklar ’76. South End Press. Sklar ana- 
lyzes the assumptions, goals, and strategies of the 
competing approaches to United States foreign pol- 
icy while challenging their shared premise of a spe- 
cial United States right to intervene in the affairs of 
other countries. Mel King of the Rainbow Coalition 
says that Sklar “shows that intervention and milita- 
rism are symptomatic of United States policy—not 
something that begins with Reagan or ends with 
him,” and Barbara Ehrenreich of the Institute for 
Policy Studies calls Sklar's book “. . . a valuable cor- 
rective to the prevailing disinformation about U.S. 
policy in Central America.” In addition to exposing 
what she has found to be the “bankruptcy” of lib- 
eral, centrist, and rightwing approaches to foreign 
policy, Sklar proposes an alternative approach 
based on self-determination and co-existence. 

Sklar is the editor of Trilateralism, co-author of 
Poverty in the American Dream and Who's Who in 
the Reagan Administration, and a contributor to 
publications including NACLA Report on the Ameri- 
cas and The Nation. She is currently writing a book 
on U.S. policy toward Nicaragua. 


Beethoven’s Critics: Aesthetic Dilemmas and 
Resolutions during the Composer’s Lifetime 
by Robin E. Wallace ’77. Cambridge U. Press. 
This book surveys the critical reactions to 
Beethoven's music as they appeared in the major 
musical journals of his day and is the first published 
history of how his work was received. 

Wallace discusses the philosophical and analytical 
implications of these reviews (by Hoffmann, A.B. 
Marx, and Berlioz, among others) and reassesses 
the accepted view of 19th-century musical aesthet- 
ics in which pure instrumental music was valued 
above the vocal and imitative music of the 18th cen- 
tury—because it was thought not to reflect concrete 
intellectual associations. Extra-musical interpreta- 
tion and associations were commonplace in writing 
about Beethoven during his lifetime, but Wallace 
claims that Beethoven’s critics had little interest in 
the theories of German Idealist poets that have 
been interpreted by modern writers as representa- 
tive of the Romantic attitude. 

Wallace is lecturer in music history and literature 
at California State U. 


Henry Miller: The Major Writings by Leon 
Lewis ’60. Schocken Books. In this critical study, 
Lewis offers a portrait of one of this century’s most 
controversial writers. Discussing the seven books 
by Miller considered to constitute the heart of his 
literary achievement, Lewis analyzes Miller's 
strengths and weaknesses as a thinker and writer, 
and reveals how the structure and form of each 
book follows an outline that he devised early in his 
life. From examination of Miller's life, as well, Lewis 
describes an artist who attempted to reconcile pow- 
erful contrary impulses through his writing 
(through six marriages, Miller maintained a courtly 
; romantic love while writing extraordi- 
scenes of erotic abandon). 

Lewis is professor of English at Appalachian State 
U. in North Carolina, where he directs the film pro- 
gram and writes about contemporary poetry, film, 


and sports in literature. 
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City in the Woods: The Life and Design of an 
American Camp Meeting on Martha’s Vine- 
yard by Ellen Weiss ’57. Oxford U. Press. 
Throughout the 19th century, Methodist camp 
meetings (woodland revivals that lasted several 
days) rose in popularity, and their characteristic 
tented villages spread over the continent, often be- 
coming permanent communities with specialized 
architecture and unique spatial dimensions. 

In City in the Woods, Weiss examines the develop- 
ment of the premier example of this peculiar Amer- 
ican invention—the Wesleyan Grove camp meeting 
on Martha’s Vineyard. She traces the history of its 
physical forms and recalls how it was perceived in 
its own time. The varied reactions of 19th-century 
visitors to the eruption of richly decorated cottages 
reflected larger issues of progress, wealth, and ma- 
terial display for a once ascetic group of people, illu- 
minating the aesthetics of a new middle class. Weiss 
suggests that the spiritual strength of Wesleyan 
Grove, the forms it generated, and the pervasive- 
ness of its community type across the country indi- 
cate a strain of powerful impulses at work, perhaps 
those underlying the continuing American inclina- 
tion to live in nature, in the suburbs. 

Weiss has taught history of architecture at several 
institutions, including U. California at Berkeley, 
Dartmouth Coll., and the Rhode Island Sch. of 
Design. 
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A Weaver’s Garden by Rita Shuster Bu- 
chanan ’71, with illustrations by Steve Bu- 
chanan ’71. Interweave Press. Cotton, flax, in- 
digo, soapwort, lavender, teasels, and hundreds of 
other plants for generations have been cultivated 
by weavers and spinners for use in their crafts. A 
Weaver's Garden describes the history, botany, culti- 
vation, and contemporary use of plant fibers—dyes 
from plants, soap plants, herbal moth repellents— 
and plants used for making traditional textile tools. 
The American Library Association’s 1987 April 
Booklist describes it as a “fascinating book... a 
unique and well-documented work.” 

Rita Buchanan does research for the James Madi- 
son U. Archeological Research Center and is con- 
tributing editor of Spin-Off m igazine 


wi 
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REGIONAL COORDINATORS 


Regional coordinators (formerly called re- 
gional conveners) are responsible for keeping 
Oberlin alumni in touch with the College and 
one another. Please call or write to them for 
information regarding regional alumni activi- 
ties. Or contact Elizabeth K. Culberson ‘53, Di- 
rector of Regional Alumni Activities, 
Bosworth Hall, Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH 
44074-1089 (216) 775-8692. 

Albany 

Jean Eisenberg Poppei ‘68, 412 Main Ave, 
Troy, NY 12180; Telephone: (518) 283-6988— 
home 

Ann Arbor 

Danette Wineberg 68, 2506 Kimberly, Ann Ar- 
bor, MI 48104; Telephone: (313) 995-0478— 
home 

Atlanta 

Peter Sommer '58, 3897 Fairfax Ct., Atlanta, 
GA 30339; Telephone: (404) 763-4452—office; 
(404) 434-7501—home 

Boston 

Fred Cohen '57, 454 Brookline St., Newton, 
MA 02159; Telephone: (617) 969-1860—office; 
(617) 969-1859—home 

Chapel Hill, Durham, Raleigh 

Bonnie Green Millikan ‘63, 10713 Winding 
Wood Trail, Raleigh, NC 27612; Telephone: 
(919) 848-9909—home 

Chicago 

Norman Robertson '81, 551 W. Roscoe, Apt. G, 
Chicago, IL 60657; Telephone: (312) 880- 
1017—home 

Cincinnati 

Marc and Jan Weintraub Krass ‘70/71, 4407 
Chesswick Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45242; Tele- 
phone: (513) 984-8178—home 

Cleveland 

Jane Edwards Harley '38, 15657 Wyatt Rd., E. 
Cleveland, OH 44122; Telephone: (216) 932- 
0011—home; Elizabeth Langvand Spelman 
36, 6903 Brookside Rd., Independence, OH 
44131; Telephone: (216) 524-6858—home 
Columbus 

John and Mary Sawyer Picken ’56/’56, 90 Col- 
burn Ct., Worthington, OH 43085; Telephone: 
(614) 889-4694—Mary’s office 

Dayton 

Chris Derby Saunders ’50, 856 West Whipp 
Rd., Dayton, OH 45459; Telephone: (513) 435- 
3550—home; James Wampler ’61, Dorfmeier, 
Stone & Wampler, 6th FI., Hulman Bldg., Day- 
ton, OH 45402; Telephone: (513) 224-8100—of- 
fice 


Denver 

Ellen Orleans 83, 2310 Walnut St., Boulder, CO 
80302; Telephone: (303) 444-3244—office; 
(303) 449-0548—home 

Hartford 

Deidre King ’82, 995 Walnut St., Hartford, CT 
06114; Telephone: (203) 273-4251—office; 
(203) 724-6339—home 

Houston 

Heidi McClellan Rothschild ’73, 14606 Carols 
Way Dr., Houston, TX 77070; Telephone: (713) 
370-7805—home 

Kansas City 

Beverly Norfleet Brown '54, 10216 Foster St., 
Overland Park, KS 66212; Telephone: (913) 
381-0519—home 

Lorain County 

Eric J. Nilson, Dog House Farm, Sheffield Vil- 
lage, OH 44054; Telephone: (216) 623-3001— 
office; (216) 949-2352—home 

Los Angeles 

Jean Bailey Jerauld 69, 17209 Avenue De La 
Herradura, Pacific Palisades, CA 90272; Tele- 
phone: (213) 454-8741—home 

Louisville 

Lisa Keener ’80, 202 South Peterson, Louis- 
ville, KY 40206; Telephone: (502) 895-4079— 
home 

Miami (North) 

Andrew Humes ’69, 323 Victoria Rd., West 
Palm Beach, FL 33401; Telephone: (305) 686- 
5222—office; (305) 832-2039—home 

Miami (South) 

Barbara Whitman Rostov 61, 12051 SW 69 PL., 
Miami, FL 33156; Telephone: (305) 661-9438— 
home 

New York 

Andrew Manshel '78, Two Lincoln Square, 
New York, NY 10023; Telephone: (212) 595- 
1997—home 

Philadelphia (West) 

J. Barton Harrison ’51, 1452 County Line Rd., 
Rosemont, PA 19010; Telephone: (215) 525- 
8730—home; Bryce and D.B. Brownell Tem- 
pleton ’53/°53, 213 Hardwicke Ln., Villanova, 
PA 19085; Telephone: (215) 527-3868—home 
Philadelphia (North) 

John D. Pruitt 55, 1151 George Rd., Meadow- 
brook, PA 19046; Telephone: (215) 947-4424— 
home 

Phoenix 

Roy C. McClendon ’50, 2433 East Del Rio Dr., 
Tempe, AZ 85282; Telephone: (602) 243- 
2185—office; (602) 838-5936—home 
Pittsburgh 

James Bauerle '76, 40th FI., One Oxford Cen- 
tre, Pittsburgh, PA 15219; Telephone: (412) 
392-2039—office; (412) 531-5157—home 


Portland 

Robert Hopkins ’70, Keane, Harper Pearlman 
& Copeland, 3500 First Interstate Tower, Port- 
land, OR 97201; Telephone: (503) 224-4100— 
office 

Providence 

L. William Cheney ’60, 15 Fairfield Dr., N. 
Kingstown, RI 02852; Telephone: (401) 825- 
2258—office; (401) 844-0181—home 
Rochester 

Nathan Robfogel ’56, 5. East Blvd., Rochester, 
NY 14610; Telephone: (716) 232-6500—office; 
Jan Phillips 56, 41 Harper Ave., Pittsford, NY 
14534 

St. Louis 

James K. Cook ’49, 21 Arundel PI., St. Louis, 
MO 63105; Telephone: (314) 62 1-2626—office; 
(314) 727-8029—home 

San Diego 

Nancy Plummer Wakely '53, 2328 Geranium 
St., San Diego, CA 92109; Telephone: (619) 
274-6043—home 

San Francisco 

Deborah Horn Roosevelt 69, Five Encina 
Place, Berkeley, CA 94704; Telephone: (415) 
653-2604—home 

Seattle 

Allen Bentley '67, 4747 132nd Ave., SE, Belle- 
vue, WA 98006; Telephone: (206) 442-1100— 
office 

Suncoast 

Richard (Rick) Hallmark ’66, 6962 125 Terrace 
North, Largo, FL 33543; Telephone: (813) 576- 
4171—office; (813) 535-9620—home 

Toledo 

Prudence Stone ‘61, 3422 Cedarbrook Ln., 
Toledo, OH 43615; Telephone: (419) 841- 
7343—home 

Tucson 

R. Alan Peters ’79, 1424 E. Hampton St., Tuc- 
son, AZ 85719; Telephone: (602) 621-6188—of- 
fice; (602) 236-4095—home 

Washington, D.C. 

Jeffrey Shannon '76, 4320 Clearbrook Lane, 
Kensington, MD 20895; Telephone: (301) 564- 
0920—home 

Westchester Co./ So. Connecticut 

Mike and Lunetta Bennett Knowlton '68/’69, 
22 Ralph Ave., White Plains, NY 10606; Tele- 
phone: (914) 761-5391—home 

Wilmington 

Christine Johnston Dobbs 34, P.O. Box 3511, 


Greenville, DE 19807: Telephone: (302) 658- 
0375—home 
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THE CLARK BANDSTAND : 


CONSTRUCTED AND DONATED TO OBERLIN COLLEGE 
A-H. CLARK, CLASS OF 1948, AND HIS FAMILY. 


JULIAN S. SMITH, CLASS OF 1969, ARCHITECT 
DESIGN WAS SELECTED IN AN INTERNATIONAL 
COMPETITION ITH 148 ENTRIES, 
ELLEN Hs JOHNSON 
ROGER G. KENNEDY 


Archives 
Mudd Learning Center 


